STANDARD FORM n6, <4 JL 

Office Memwanduiti • united sctibs government 

to : SAC, New York.' . date: 4/17/53 

'from V WARREN T. MARCHESS AULT 

subject: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA - MEMBERSHIP 

ISC . " 

(100-80638) ' ' 


On 3/26/53# ABAC WHELAN telephonlcally advised that 
Hr. DAN SELIGMAN of FORTUNE MAGAZINE, ‘telephone Judson .6-1212, 
Extension. 7-15,, had telephonlcally contacted him and requested 
to be advised whether or not the FBI had any current membership 
figures of the CP in the NY area, Mr. WHELAN asked that I 
handle the matter. I telephonlcally communicated with Mr.* 

.JOHN -KC GUIRE of the Bureau concerning the above request . Mr. 

.MC GUIRE stated that we should not give him the requested 
.Information., 

1 telephonlcally communicated with Mr. SELIGMAN on 
3/26 tp advise him that 'this Information was not available. 
Submitted for record -purposes. 
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SAC, NY ' * 4/23/53 , 

JOHN W. DOOLSY, $A (100-26603-0320) 

CP-UBA District #2 
New York Division 

,lfi=C , b7D : 


Attached her# to la a copy of a report of 
of known reliability, dated 4 A 4/53 » Yhe original report 
was furnished to BA JOHN W« 3*00 LSY on ,4/l5/53« in this report. 


Informant gave an account of a meeting ! 

Hat which the circulation or tne "joany woraer" 


MDC 


was discussed* 


The information contained in this report should not 
be disseminated outside the Bureau unless it is sufficiently 
paraphrased to protect infonaant. 


'he original report is filed as serial 
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Beport Communist Party TI«< « a , 
Activities 


April 14, 1V53 
New york 


A ye ting of the 

party of the 
apartment of 


t 


of the Communist 
at the 


At the meeting -ware present* 


Because of the small attenance (there are | |"coar ade a" 
in this olub) the meeting Was "informal". 


Idiacnssed the question of The worker add the 

Daily Worker subscription drive. 


the gave the fig 
Daily worker -1 I a uba. The 
Thai Worker -I 



cubs secvred only about 


] quota whlph-JLre; 

t| pubs . 


secure d Jonlk_, about 


of 

Up till R| 
and about! 


the said that tew york Cit? an d r.tate has a quota 


subs for The worker and 



y about 


t 


for the pally, and that 


subs for the worier were secured 


subs for tne pally *or mr» 


l he said that 'it certainly doesaftlook so good* 
The 15th of April is the deadline with t/3 of the quota not 
fulfilled. " 


luring the discusaion_ 
’’flow many members have we got in 
i&ed to know for sure. 


I f 

oe ^ieve [ 
or 


le state 
| said: "Maybe 


asked a question: 

Of 3jtetf IIO_ 


aid: "1 don' t think w© have that man y memoers^ZZI 


il- 


ia tops". 


said that 

everyone of the members in Kaw york :l tate alone 
would subscribe to The Worker and if the rest of the members 
over the country (excluding California whare the party publishes 
the "people's florid") would do the say The Worker and the 
Daily Worker would have a site able - circulation. 
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I I remarked that this is exactly what is troubling 
the leadership • 

The V,L. is the only country w. ere the party prose 
has a smaller reading circle than the number of members, 
in almost ever,* country the readers of the party pres* are 
3 -h ttues larger than the CP membership, The readers of the 
party press in this country are about 50^ of the party member* 
ship. The party press in the rf should have, comparing with 
tbs readers of the psrty press in other countries, about 200, 
000 readers. 

The meeting dldnjw coma .to a conclusion on this 
point except the renark by| | * 4 it»s just to bad our 

members and sympathizers still -ion* t understand the importance 
of reading and supporting our press. 1 * it was decided to 
continue to "work hard" and to get new readers. 

The Bronx is now concentrating on getting reader a 
for Tbs worker and The Daily worker by visit members of ALP. 
The ALP, | said, gave ua * a select list'* of their 

members to be approached to become subscribers for tne 
worker, I he said that "these Alp members are close to the 
CP. They ban be trusted. .At least they woultin * t throw us 
out." According to| | names from this "selected list" 

of ALP* era are now being distributed among tne CP clubs for 
the members to visit them and talk them into be coaming 
readers and especially subscribers of The worker and the 
Daily Worker. 


I raiaed the question of anti-semltism in 
connection with the Prague trials and the arrest of the 
doctors in the soviet Union. She a aid that her family, friends 
and neighbors keep on asking her questions on the subject of 
anti-aemitisM and M l really non* t know what to answer* I 
read a use articles on the subject in The ally worker but 
I got out very little from them* borne how they were to 
complicated for me. I think we ought to Lave a discussion 
on this subject for the purpose of clarifying th p an in 1 5 that 


on this subject for the purpose of clarifying th e points 
the ordinary, plain people are asking." and 

*« - ... W _ I I Ml. . .. ... _ A. H ft ft ^ 


agreed with| | They stated they too Were being asked 

some questions on this subject and that they *'were embarrassed" 
because they didn*t know how to answer, certain questions. 





it watt decided to hold a. "question and answer' 1 
discussion at the i*-xt tueetin^ of the Club which will 
take place on April 13th> 19i>3» 


will *lead the dlec^ salon*. 
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Dag 2 , 2053 


• # 


SAC, York (1G0~2G6Q3) 


Director} *3 I (1Q0-3-Y) 


COlDUPICT PARTY, USA 
DISTRICT DC* 2 
Y£J iGBZ DI7ISIGL 
ZLTiXYAL SLC ttiTi - C 


deference is made to the quarterly report of 
apec.l -1 Ljent Joseph P* haters dated April 17, 1933, 
at utu icrk, particularly that portion of the report 
relating to Commit ist Party membership for District DO* 2» 

It ia noted that the am pork Office estimated that there 
are 21,J32 Communist party members in District ho* 2 
located in the ^ew Pork Division* I his figure of 11,132 
represents an increase of 330 members over the former 
figure of 22,302 cs of December 32 , 1052* 

Tie Bureau has further noted frtsa your explanation 
on the Administrative Page that your office has no informant 
who iS in a position to furnish Carmuriist Party membership 
data for District '^o* 2* The few fork bffice must take 
immediate positive steps ts develop security informants, 
confidential sjuroes and investigative techniques so 
that it will be in a position to furnish reliable member- 
ship figures for District ;:o* 2* since approxi -Lately one 
half of the Communist Party membership is concentrated in 
the Lew York area, it is imperative that accurate member— 
ship figures on t - is large segment of the total membership 
be obtained So that the bureau can be assured that the 
total estimated Communist party membership is am accurate 
membership* 

The Bureau cannot accept in the future your present 
basts for esti-Ating Communist sarty member Snip in District 
jo* 2* if you analyse your present basis for your computation 
it will be quickly apparent that your bads of estimating 
membership has a fairly large i iurgtn for error* 


You advised that under date of ^ebrm-ry 10, 1952, 
the Bureau fur- is had the - cw York Office with a listing 
of the est - c ted -aJbership figures witch 'nod been furnished 
to the 3- reau by all field oyfiCCs as of December 31, 1952* 

h 
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This total Communist party esti.uted xaen bership Was 
25,497* Vie Dew York district no* 2 ss eabership in 
this figure ms 12,000, thus leaving 13*497 for the 
other 49 offices * On Larch 30 , 1 951* I l/ur- b7D 

niched information to the effect that at that time 
Communist Party membership in district DO* 2 represented 
47* 475% of the total Communist Party membership* saved 
on this percentage figure the beta fork Office then 
utilised the estimated membership 13,497 as reported 
by the 49 offices (Vets York, Albany , Buffalo no t 
included) to arrive at the present total for Dtstrtot 
U 04 2 as 12,200 individuals* By deducting the recently 
developed membership information reported by Albany (209) 
and Buffalo (159) the Jew York Office reports an 
estimated 11,332 members in District Do* 2 covered 
by the Hew York Division* 

The Jew fork Office, therefore, is suing a 1951 
percentage formula (47*475#) Which nay no longer be 
accurate end is utilising this percentage formula 
against membership figures vxiioh are estimated figures 
furnished by 49 field offices * Jauy of these 49 offices 
have informants who are in a position to furbish up-to- 
the-minute membership ftgures while other offices are 
like the Dew pork Off tee with no security informants 
in a position to report up-to-the-minute membership 
data* Obviously the Jew fork Office oust develop its 
own reliable security informants, confidential sources 
and other investigative techniques so that reliable 
membership data cett be obtained* 

Apparently the „ew York Off tee did not have 
access to the Lurch 1953 bulletin , volume 1, entitled 
"Party Voice H issued by the Jew York titate CO-uusUst 
Party at the time referenced report was prepared* The 
supplement to this issue of "party voice** sets forth 
Certain infarction concerning the membership registration 
in Dew York state* for example, this supplement reveals 
that 92* j# was achieved in the state-wide registration* 

It also reveals that " only several hundred new members 
were reorUtted in 1952 - at least 10 £ odme through the 
work of one party Section in the Distributive Trades *" 
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This Supplement also rev eels that 'tits present .egro 
membership is the lamest percentage since 2337 • Tie 
supplement also reveals that only 43% of the communist 
Party members have been in the party less than ten 
years and 5 Of of thb members are between the a^es 
of 35 to 45* The supplement also set forth that 
for the first time it : years > the Party has Ore women 
than men* it also indicated that the n03t serious 
1 033 of membership has been among the Puerto Uican 
net there, with a drop in the last four years of 430%* 

In View Of the important information appearing in tits 
Party pit lication concerning members zip, the aeio XO'rk 
Offiae is instructed to Closely review this issue of 
* Patty Voice" and furbish to the „ -u.rc.au promptly by 
letter all pertinent information gleaned therefrom c~n— 
cern.ng registration azid membership of tie Communist 
Party for District no* 2* The new York Office should 
in the future closely follow dll Party publications, 
especially tats new publication tf PLrty voice" for 
information relative to membership and ot icr Party 
activities* 
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rAC, 

JC&: & SOOtiX* Si. (10a-.£6603-*C350) 

c? 01- A at 

:<ew York division 

{Kingebridfre Section) 


Attached hereto is a copy of A report of 
Of known reliability * dated U/ 20/53 • Ite original report 
va* furnished to 1A JOZft «. DCOldY on In thla 

resort lr.-orraent described a moling of the 



Xhe information contained In this report Aouid not 
be diaeaminaeed outside the Bureau unlosa it la aufficie tly 
paraphrased to protect Informant* 


of 


2£h# original report is filed as serial 
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actings* [ 


the ae tloned the 


[and 


this meeting because she Eft* * cold* 


who always coma to the 

_ t which cddiiH come to 


lekplained that he Wua 

this club and that after this meeting he win not be ible~ 


to 


fen ftftwA trt Af fAw nh^4; 


weeks 


said that she 


re straint 

as 

not AtMitdikifc. 
asks ths ae ashore to attend ass tings* 


IS 

"the 


!*_!!*« rioucly thinking of 

l and [told har that re signing 

no solution to ths question of mentor* 
club mootings; a way must be fou idhow to 
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fhs question was not, ra solved At this ideating* H «% 


uniat try to do something" said 


it was decided to hay* "an educational ciBcnosion." 
Ko one had prepared anything, so it was dec -dad thet | I will 
M l-ad &. discus-leh" On anti-aonitiaa in tho ioviot union in 
connection with, the freeing of the doctors in Moscow* 


I Jrepeated part of what ho said on a previous 

discussion that ths stand taken' by to vie t Union and fsacho Slovakia 
against Zionism has nothing to <26 with Anti-Uaitlma*. be 
pointed out that the world tecidiat movement w as fighting 
Zionism before the Communist partis* ease Into e . la tones 
because Zionism was being considered by the feudalists as a 
political reactionary movement* she Communist parties and 
to vie t government su d the govsrment* of the other toeialist 
countries inherited thoir proaent attitude towards Zionism 
fr m the Socialists* iron the Prague trila one eould deduct 
that so me party members and possible same to vie t doc tore did 
work with certain Zionists* ihe trail* might bo intorpreted 
by the "Loviet haters'* at antl-iemitism but this la not the 
fact* she fact is that a* soon a# the lovlet government finds 
out that the do o tor* were "framed up" and that a party leader 
tried to stir up an anti-iemitie name around the arrest of the 
doctors In Moscow he Was arrested and the doctors wore freed ***** 


-ffcer this outline | | said that the 

fact that "iV avda** and the Soviet government came out w openly 
and courageously" *i 4 Said that a mistake he* been mode and 
freed the doctors** shows once more that the to vie t Union* a 
locialiat country is very careful about the protection of it»a 
eitisens* lt*s not like here in tM* country where two 
Innocent Jewish people are condemned to death on a charge of 
being fcpies and the W ide world Including tho government knows 
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that the Hw'fi zX&jtiOrh kere framed and atilt the govemasnt 
want* to nurdor the. Soviet Justice io to ciaiist Justice and 
only In 0 country life* the soviet Un ion 4 thing like the 
sace or th© doctors could happen. w 

he underlined that “anil-Lealtiasi is & crime against 
the htaie in the iovlet union. «© haven* t go * tuch a law in 
our country, while th© soviet government is prosecuting anti- 
*e»itea members of our government are ohcouragiri every ^nti- 
ear.lt© to do the work or spreading anfcl-ssieitlia ana anti* 
i-egroi&m f etc.** 


comrades 

enlighten 1st 


After a few similar remarks made by the rest of the 
re arked thut it was *’a vary interesting and 
discussion. “ 
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UNITED STILTES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


SAC 


DATE: May 14, 1953 


TROM } SA JOSEPH V. WATERS (100-80638) 


SUBJECT: 


CP, USA 
I SAC 


Membership 


The Bureau has Instructed this office that exact data 
on the membership statistics of the Communist Party must be 
obtained. 

It Is ejected that records reflecting this data would 
be maintained by those functionaries of the CP who are re- 
sponsible for finances , as well as those who are the area 
leaders such as county chairman and organizers. Information 
from informants indicates that dues are collected from 
members by the club, then turned over to the section finan- 
cial director, and then to the regional who turns in his 
receipts to the county chairman or financial director. Prom 
this point the dues go to the State and National organizations. 



In the conduct of investigation of a CP member, particular attention 
should be paid to the possibility that he keeps Party records. If the 
keeping of records by him is established, this information should be 
recorded in instant file, or iri the event financial records are main- 
tained, that, fact should be recorded in the file entitled: 

CP, USA- Punds; IS-C. (100-74560) 


It should be borne in mind that this data will be of great assistance 
whether it pertains to a club,, section, county, or any other 
organizational unit of the COMMUNIST PARTI. 


-cc: 100-74560 (CP, USA- Punds) 
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TO : SAC, NY DATE: 5/7/53 

FROM : JOSEPH V. WATERS, SA (100-26603) 

SUBJECT: CP, USA, DISTRICT #2 

is - e 


On H/22/53, 1 furnished SA RICHARD H. BLASSER b7D 

with a copy of "Party Voice", "a bulletin issued by the New 
York State Communist Party", Volume 1, Number 1, dated March, 

1953* The informant advised that this publication is intended 
for circulation among the leadership. It is noted that the 
issue contains no masthead identifying the publisher. 

An examination of this issue reflects the following - 

articles: 

1. "On the Draft Resolution of the National 
Committee" by JU3&S COPENHAGEN 

2; "The Resolution and Some Experiences in New 
York" by HARD MICHAEL 

3. "Pacts for the Press Drive" 

ki "Notes on a county Discussion on the 
Draft Resolution" 

b7D 

1-NY 97-169 (Daily Worker) 

1-NY 100-131*72 (GILBERT GREEN) 

1-NY 100-27US 2 (ROBERT THOMPSON) 

1-NY 100-80633 (CP, USA - Education) 

1-NY 100-80631* (CP, USA - Farmers) 

1-NY 100-7L560 (CP, USA - Funds) 

'1-NY IOO- 8 O 638 (CP, USA - Membership) 

1-NY 100-806U0 (CP, USA - Negro Question) 

1-NY 100-6061*1 (CP, USA - Organization) 

1-NY 100-81675 (CP, USA - Pamphlets and 

Publications) 

1-NY 100-79717 (CP, USA - Political Activities) 

1-NY 100-80639 (CP, USA - Review Commission) 

1-NY IOO- 8 I 338 (CP, USA - Security Measures) 
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Memo 

W 100-26603 


5. "A Queens Educational Director 

Writes ....." 

6. "Labor Must Lead the struggle Dor Peace" 

by ROBERT THOMPSON 

This is described as "Excerpts from report 
of N.y# State Chairman, Communist Party, 
to state Convention, 1950". 

A Supplement to this issue has an article "For a 
Marxist-Leninist Policy on Party Organization" by LEE AMISTAD. 

Another article in the Supplement is "The Nineteenth 
Congress of the Communist ^arty of the Soviet Union" by JEROME 
GOLDEN . 


- In AMISTAD’ s article, there is a section on 
"Vigilance", containing a passage from a Review Commission 
statement. In this statement there appears what purports to 
be a current quotation from GIL GREEN. 


in 100-26603. 


This document is being maintained As serial 



SAC, NY my 26, 1953 

SA EIDRED V. COX (100-34632) 

cp, usa 

DIST. #2 
WATERFRONT SECT* 

NY DIVISION 
IS-C 


Confidential informant T-l, of known reliability, advised 
that he had observed the following items in apartment 40, 895 s t* 
Washington Ave., the apartment occupied by JIM and BERTHA «C qowau, 
on Kay 15, 1953 t 

1. Numerous CP books and leaflets* 


2* A machine for recording dictation* 

3* A typewriter. 

, k— ,Various personal effects belonging to| 

Among | |belonginga was an undated handwritten memorandum! 

The memorandum did not identify the writer of the memorandum, but 
apparently was Written to answer Charges against tne unnamed writer. 
These charges were that a report made by the unnamed writer at 
a previous meeting of the waterfront section Was "Anti-Party" and 
"Anti-Class Struggla*" In answering these charged, the unidentified 
writer claimed that he had thought he was acting in accord with 
proper standards of CP "Self-Criticism." 

Also among l I possession were several pay- 

envelopes. one of these dated 2/3/53 was for the sum of $13.55. 
W??/'}i n ? M aark * d on this envelope bore the number 

"11650-1". The notation "Check No. 5712" also appeared on the 
envelope. This was a pay envelope of the John Y. C lark and 
Son Company, 17 state street, NYC. It appears that | 
may have been working for this company. I 1 

Also smohg effects were several oases 

of rough draft articles directed to members of Local 864, 
apparently a longshoremen 1 s local, probably of the ILA. These 
article* attack*, the ahlp wmcra. m-fMTlA - WSL, 


1 - NY 100-28715 (NKU) 
1 - NY 100-80638 lew w 
1 - NY 100-98494 
1 - NY 100-37726 
1 - NY 100-91796 Tjur 
1 - NY 100-92752 (BERT 
1 - NY 100-80080 ILA) 




tw id 1 

M-M.WV 


I 

^ -if ", 


MC COWAN) 


1 - NY 100-107111 (NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE IN THE ROSENBERG 

CASE) 




bnsajxt* 




KY 100-3^632 


5/26/53 


J596&L 


JChiflL 


Cnl 


for[ 


5. Personal effects of 

jjjflL book , reflected on address 

An •nvulop# among fchlf mat erial boro tii 


JjlflijBopiL. 


[indicating that 


land 


probably two names for ths sane Individual* 
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name 

were 


6. A small notebook which contained only the following 

tablet 

*2 Owed by 
section o owed 
BCf 



10 

1 


29 

/ 



3 ? 

42 

- / 

D. 

2 

- 

-2 

«MF 

1 


- / 

B. 

15 

/ 

5 

/5 

/ 

/ 

/ / 

Ti 


2 


/ 

tm 

/3 

*■* e» 

A* 

- 

- 

-2 

- 

- 

* 

- - 

J# 

1 

w 

• 


- 

— 

•me *m 


33“ 

"~25“ 

“W 

“*3* 

“33 

— jjg- 

T2 . 

v ~/s 

B 

6 

27 


33 35" 





She significance of this table is not known, but it 
appears likely it was a running tabulation of some effort by the water- 
front section, possibly for "Daily Worker” Subscriptions, registrations 
or fund drive* 


7. Several hundred stamped envelopes bearing the return 
address. Room 2, 1050 6th Ave., at 40th Street, K,Y* 18, H.Y* These 
envelopes contained the following literatures 

a* A leaflet, "Einstein supports Rosenberg Appeal" 
issued by the Rational Committee to Secure justice in the Rosenberg 

case* 
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5/26/53 


b. A leaflet, "Pact Sheet In the Rosenberg Case," 
levied bp the National Committee to secure Justice in the Rosenberg 
CdJM * 


c. A letter headedi ’‘Labor Committee to Secure 
Clemency for the Rosenberg*, n 1050 Sixth Ave., NY, NY, 3/23/53 
end signed ABB VSISBUHP, Sect. 

T~1 furnished one of these envelopes, which Is belnr, 
node sn exhibit inlOO-107111 - 
She envelopes bore no addresses. 

8. several ships* crew lists. 

9. A "Question aulde on Prague Trials" issued bp the 
KY State CooMittee, CP, USA. 

10. A "aulde for Discussion and Study Of 'On the 
Threshold of Communlm* by Y.M.MAIBNKOV" issued by the MY State 
Committee, CP, USA. 

f-1 furnished a copy of this iteet Which Is being made 
an exhibit in 100-26603- (CP Education) * 

li* Numerous scraps of paper and receipt books which 
indicate that subscription money was being handled by the occupants 
of the apartment. Mo names appeared On these papers. 

12* A 14 page evaluation of a branch of the Waterfront 
Section. This evaluation follows t 
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* EVALUATION 

"The branch Was organised about three months ago. One of b6 
the purposes of forming this branch mas to get several comrades mho b7c 
had beta floating without any organised contact with a Party 
group into a group, proa this aspect* the branch has b pan ver y 

a iaaful. in this branch were includedi |Comrade**| and 

who previously did not belong to a branch* and who since joining 
this branch* have made their contribution to the fight in an 
organised may* 

‘ On the question of branch organisation — Attendance at 
meetings has been consistent and regular* and we have had no serious 
problem on this question. All absences have been for valid reasons 
. with the people involved notifying the branch of their expected 
absence, there is* however* one question on absenteeism that X mould 
like to r aise, i t is an absence for very valid reasons, this is the 
absence of I I from several meetings, and the fact that she can 
give ho guarantee of attendance at meetings from one meek: to the next, 
this stems from the fact that the comrade has several assignments 
Which ore not directly connected with branch work. Recognising that 
this ia hot the fault of the comrade involved* 1 have taken this 
question up with a representative of the Sec. Comm, to see if the 
comrade's work can be arranged in such a manner aa to guarantee 
attendance at all meetings. 

"Constant and regular attendance at branch meetings is 
the first prerequisite of a member of the Party and should be the 
main channel through mhloh the major portion of tasks and 
assignments should flow. 

"On the question of dues — The brsmsh has alio been 
consistent and regular with dues. They have been paid the first 
Or second weeks of the month due* and the situation of a comrade 
being several months in arears has not been allowed to develop. 

"On the question of financial responsibility to the irafty — 

X believe that the branch haa a good record on this. In the only 
fund drive* we have participated in as a collective body* we 
reached a 100£ of our goal. Although this was not done in the specific 
time allotted and several questions come up which required long and 
thorough discussion* criticism and self-criticism , I believe the 
branch as a whole has advanced to a new awareness of political 
responsibility Of financial matters to the Party. 
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"The sustalner* though It halt had a tendance to become lex 
during period a Of fund drive** and to dwindle during periods of fluctu- 
ation of economic fortune* of our Members, has become a recognised 
political responSbility and has been coming in on a pretty 
regular basis* 

“On educational# — The branch has had a consistent program 
for educations around basic Marxist works* Shore have been 
disagreements and misunderstandings around the presentation and 
method of educations from time, but I believe we have advanced, 
if not on the method and presentation of the educations, then on 
the method of raising critic ism and self-criticism* what has boon 
our major weakness* and it has been recognised, la the fact that 
the educational# of the branches of the section are wholly 
dependent on the branches alone and no organized educational plan 
has been followed* We have heard from time to time of such 
a plan being worked out, but as yet. It has not been put into 
operation* 

“On the Important question of criticism and self-criticism — 
The branch has made big steps forward. This was evidenced by the 
criticise and Self-criticism around the fund drive in which 
the whole branch advanced and, more recently, on the discussion 
of the educational* where the method and eorrect way of raising 
constructive criticism was discussed and an understanding of correct 
methods of raidttg criticism were advanced* 1 bs&eve that the 
full Understanding of the role and method of criticism and 
self-criticism la one of the most Important weapon* which the 
branch can develop to strengthen Itself organizationally and 
politically* Por it 1* only with a full understanding and 
application of this question that we can correctly evaluate our work, 
learn from our mistakes, and strengthen the weaknesses which we 
have. 

“A weakness 1 fee 1 is Important to the branch Is our 
failure to hold In an organised fashion discussions on the 
current political happenings of the day* Me have, from time to 
time, assigned different comrades the Job of collecting material 
and leading discussions on some of the current happenings, 
but it wasn't done In a consistent organised manner to insure 
the continuance of the policy. In our work, it is important 
that we keep abreast of and evaluate the major developments 
So that we can have a rounded-out understanding of the whole 
fight. Which in turn will help us In our specific work set before 
u* — that of working among the maritime workers* 
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“The biggest weakness in carrying out branch organization 
baa boon tho failure of the branch exec, to meet and function. Wc* 
have a branoh exec at the present time j however, the duties of the 
persona on It have been Halted, in the oase of the dues, finance 
and membership director, to the collection of monies and In the 
case of the edueational director, to planning education!. That 
loaves the major portion of the operation of the branch politically 
and organisationally to myself as branch organiser. 

“In carrying out these political and organisational problems, 
I have boon wanting and weak In many respects. The reasons for 
the lack ef the exec functioning have been that the people involved 
have had so many tasks that it has been herd to sandwich another 
meeting into their schedules, X believe that If the branch 1 a to 
function and carry but the tasks assigned to It that it is necessary 
for the branch exec to meet and plan the work of the branch in an 
organised fashion— if net on a weekly baalSi at a minimum of every 
two weeks. 


"X have dealt until now with the evaluation of the branch 
and its organisation, X would like to deal now with the 
branch’s activities In Was* work. In the final analysis. It is 
this work which determines whether the branch Is fulfilling its 
obligations to the class struggle. There can be the highest type 
of branch organisation, but if it isn’t translated into mass work, 
to work among the maritime workers, we will not have fulfilled our 
responsibilities. 


“X would like tb divide tills into three pert si mailing, 
distributions, and contact • I do this because none of us are 
actually engaged in working among the maritime workers. 

“On the question of mailing The branch haa carried out 
a number of mailings to the hone contact list which we have. The 
material mailed has been Rank a Rile, peace, and smith Act material. 

“The mailings have been carried out pretty successfully 
although perhaps, there could have been a more equal distribution 
of the work involved. 

“One aspect of the mailing over Which we have no control is 
the building of the contact list. With every mailing that goes 
Outi the list becomes smaller and smaller because of the rejects 
which we get back. The question of buidling the contact list 
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4t is the responsibility mainly belonging to those people directly 
in contact with the maritime workers. I have token this question 
up with a representative of the Sea. Comm. to See if this can 
become a conscious policy of those people. We ourselves can do a 
little In this respect, as we are all acquainted with a large 
number of seamen whoa we meet from time to tlae and from whom We can 
get their addresses If we asked for them. 

"On distribution — The branch as a whole went through 
a period of political development on this question. First, the 
period of ideological acceptance of the idea that we had to 
organise our time and to sacrifice our time in the form of 
sleep and pleasure to make these distributions* since most of 
the members work and do not ordinarily have the tlae for then. In 
the beginning, we made wall attempts with correspondingly small 
but Important accomplishments, until, in the recent period, 
every member has taken part in distributions On a mass scale— 
though it is true that many of those assignments did not come through 
the branch organisation* a question l will take up later In the 
evaluation, we must also recognize that the mass distributions ware 
the result of a special Situation, and we must guard against the 
disintregatlon of the mass distributions with the end of the 
special situation and to aec that the distribution are not only 
continued but grow. 

"On home contact — The branch has done little or nothing. 
Again, this is primarily due to the immense amount of work which 
the individuals have confronting them and that, in some cases, 
makes finding time a big problem. But aleo I believe that the 
branch has not boon convinced Ideologically of the importance of 
making homo contacts to the extent that they are willing to make 
sacrifices to carry out the program as Was the case in making 
distributions . 

"The branch as its formation was given the above tasks with 
an additional task* That of Civil Rights. The branch as a 
collective unit has done nothing on this question, x would like to 
discuss this more fully than we have done in the past. 

"It has become the policy of the waterfront section, 
because of the immensity of the tasks confronting them and the 
mass of practical Work involved in carrying out these tasks, to 
assign to different branches specific fields of work. Thus, we 
have one group handling peace, another group handling rank and file 
work, another group of selected people handling smith Act work, and 
this branch handling civil Rights. 
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"Although this nay be good on some Minimum organ* national 
basis, tho tendency and actual root has been that theae vbsiz-,-.:; 
issues have beeone the sole property or the branch to whitii il- 
ls assigned, and to all intents and purposes/ doesn't concur :i anybody 
else. 


"These issues which have been assigned in this manner are 
interrelated phaeea of the ease right— the right against fascism, and 
reaction in this country— and in practice and in the carrying out 
or tasks, wist be handled on an Interrelated basis and not On a 
isolated basis as is being dene. They wist become the property or 
every group or branch or which the waterfront section is composed, 
and swat Important, must be forefront in the minds of the Sec. comm, wv 
because or tho work it is involved in, sometimes tends to brush over 
these issues because It is this pr that group* responsibility. 

"Every group and branch should have a rounded-out policy 
Snd program covering all of theae issues, it is only in this 
Manner that ws are going to be able to have a clear picture and 
be able to plan our work accordingly. An example of what the 
present policy leads to, I believe/ can be given from the branch's 
own experience. 

"The Comittee to Defend At Lennon was set up to organize 
the maritime workers to smash the indictment and to repeal the 
Smith Act. This Committee 1 * work is a main phase of my work. On 
several occasions when me were having difficulties, I attempted 
to raise some of the problems of the Committee with the branch* 

Each time, 1 was told that it was the accepted policy that the 
Defense committee had no business being discussed in the branch 
meeting. Meaning whatt That the defense committee belonged to 
those Individuals working in It and we could not appeal to 
the party organisation to help us solve Our difficulties. Meaning 
also that the whole fight against the Smith Act, the arrests, 
the Indietments, and the fight to repeal the Smith Act was the 
property only of those Individuals working in the Defense Conn, and 
was not the property or the entire Party organisation as it should 
be. This was not only true on the branch level, but, unfortunately 
on the See. Corns, level also. 

"Thus all the work that has been accomplished by the 
Defense Comm, and the fight against the Smith Act IS the result 
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•of a few individuals* work and not the work of the Party 
organisation* And the weaknesses of the Defense cons* are the 
result of the party organisation and not Of the individuals because 
they did not have the Party to help them solve these weaknesses* 

"What has been true of the Defense Cmanittee and the fight 
against the Smith Aet la true of the Issue of the peace fight* the 
rank and file fight* and is an explanation of why the branch has 
done nothing on the question of Civil Rights* we cannot 
formulate a whole program and policy for the whole sec* independently* 
hut it must bqdone on a collective basis by the whole Seat Ion* 

This Is true of any given issue* 

"I have taken this question up with a representative of the 
Sec. Come. • I believe that there should be a change In this 
policy soon* 

"One last question before the drawing of conclusions * TSU* 
probably should have come up under the discussion of branch 
organisation* but 1 felt It Important to leave it for one of tho 
last questions t» be discussed. 

"This Is the question of organisational contact with the 
3cc. Comm* Under democratic centralism* the sec. Comm, is the body 
which makes main policy on major questions and which formulates the 
carrying but of the work confronting us* This in turn is transmitted 
to the various branches for putting Into Action* for it is at the 
branch level that decisions and programs are translated in action* 

"Since the formAtlon of the branch, the transmitting of 
pro&Mm and policy organisationally through the branch apparatus 
has been weak* There was a period When we had no direct 
contact with the sec* Comm. — a period when we got out program and 
policy through another branch. This method proved impractical in 
the sense that* although We would get a program and policy* there 
was little opportunity for the action of democratic centralism — of 
Ideas and criticism, when necessary* going from the branch to the 
Sec. corns* Then a sub-comm* of the See. Cons* was aet up where 
several branch organisers and a representative of the See. Conn. 
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n m«t and whore there mu free play for both aspect* of democratic 
contrail mat up and down. This, however, because Of the press 
of practical activity coming out of numbers of special situations, 
auch as the KKU Convention, longshore Strike, was disrupted completely 
and the branch has had no contact organisationally whatsoever 
during the paat month during a period of immense struggle on the 
waterfront when It was of even greater importance to maintain contact 
than it was during previous periods* This situation led to a develop- 
ment previously mentioned— that the assignment of tasks did not, and 
could not, come through the branch apparatus because of the breairdown 
Of contact , This situation led to the Sec* comm, dealing with the 
members of the brench as Individual a and not as a collective body* 

This method, while It solved the Immediate tasks temporarily, leads 
and has led, to a certain extent, to the weakening of the branch and 
in turn leads to the weakening of the sec* com* itself, for In 
Working In this manner there is no opportunity for the thinking 
and experiences of the branch and its members to play a role in the 
struggle itself, but they Sen only carry out the practice! tasks which 
we have done* we recognise the immense steps made forward in this 
period in the fie ld of n ractlaal activity and the vast amount of 
work dono, but a*| ] pointed out last mooting, it is precisely b6 

in the so periods of immense struggle that the Party must b7C 

strengthen itself organisationally, that we must come out of every 
battle bettor organised to continue the fight and meet the new 
situations which every period of struggle creates, and not find that 
after the fumes and smoko of battle dear away that we have to 
rebuild the Party organisation before we cat! think of tackling the 
new situations which have arisen* in the final analysis, it is 
the highest type of Party organisation which will guarantee that the 
practical work, under the press of which the forty organisation was 
disrupted, will not only continue to be carried out but Will grow 
to a scale which is necessary if we are to play an effective role among 
the maritime workers* 

* This situation is beginning to be rectified* In my meeting 
last week with a representative of the sec* Coon* 1 raised these 
criticisms, and they were agreed with. 1 raise them here so that 
we will know how the situation developed and learn from our 
mistakes so that we not only will not repeat them again, but will 
Insure the strengthening of the forty as a whole* 
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"In any discussion to evaluate only the organisational il 
political aspects Without an evaluation of the individual* coqpoal. A 
the tneaberahip of the branch -would hot be complete* Therefore, x will 
begin with myself . 

^ *As braneh organizer, I bear the main responsibility for 
the functioning of the branch and the carrying out of the tasks 
assigned to the branch* Many of the weaknesses which the branch 
nas shown can be directly attributed to we, 

*My aain failure, as it wa* the wain weakness of the 
organisation of the branch, was ay failue to find the methods by 
Which the branch exec could function. It was ay political responsibility 
to find the methods in conjunction with the members of the branch 
and to fight through for meetings of the exec* By not doing 
this, many of the weaknesses sueh as the lack of consistent 
organized discussion around political happenings of the day, 
the failure of the branch to take Independent action around the 
question of the present press fund drive, even though there was 
the lack of contact and the lack of an organized plan from the 
Sac* comm*, and Other weaknesses could have been avoided* Also 
I tended at times, because of the press pf practical aotivity and of 
the immense amount of work facing me in the Defense comm, and 
going to school, to let acme of these organizational problems of 
the branch slip by with not too much attention or with 
sporadic attempts to solve them. I too fell into the trap of 
lemting the practical work dominate my actions as branch organizer 
in this respect* 

*1 think also that my approach and manner of conducting 
myself as branch organizer should be evaluated* in many cases* 
this determines the effect and the success With which the branch 
functions* I believe that my approach and Conduct has been on 
the whole good* But x also believe that X have had tendencies 
at times to be Sharp and at other timea overbearing in my 
relations with members of the branch* An example of this 
X believe. Was my conduct during the course of an educational where X 
believed I had certain valid criticisms to raise, but raised them in 
an incorrect manner In the middle of the educational, thereby 
completely disrupting the educational into a discussion of my 
criticims and ay method of raising criticism*. Although I did not 
recognise this immediately, X did reeOgnlze it after a lot of thinking 
after the meeting and self-criticised myself at the following meetings* 


- 11 - 


HEHO 

m 100-3*632 


5 / 26/53 


"Though this evaluation of myself would soon pretty uiuoii 
in the negative, j view the put period as organizer of this 
branch as one of political development for myself — a period of 
learning the methods and procedures of working Jointly with the 
xaeaabers of the branch and other people X come in contact with in 
the course of ay other assignments In such & manner as to Improve my 
own Work and the work Of others 4 x hope to. in the future, continue 
this development to a point where x can feel that X am making the 
fullest contribution possible to the fight s^inst fascism and 
reaction in this country* 

"X must make mention of the role of going to school in. this 
development* Studying the methods of the Ksrxiat-Ienlnist science 
has been one of the biggest things that has happened to me* Viiere X 
had a vague understanding before, X now nave a sharp understanding* 
it has provided me with an Understanding with which x can grapple 
with the problems that fade us* 

"Ott the evaluation of the members of the branch, x would 
like to state, as has been mentlened before, that in the case of 
every member, the attendance at meetings, payment of dues, and the 
meeting of financial obligations to the Party has been good* Host 
of what could be said about the developoot of the aembera during 
the paat three months has been reflected in the main body of the 
evaluation. Which has shown willingness and eagerness of the comrades 
to tacde the problems and tasks confronting us as a collective body 
ideologically, and to be Concerned With translating these 
problems and tasks into action* There have been no major weaknesses 
exhibited by the members of the branch which were not a reflection Of 
the weaknesses of the branch as a whole and, therefore, a problem 
of the branch as a whole to solve* 

"On the other hand, the eomradea individually have given many 
inspira tions in the eourse of carrying out our work* The ste ady b6 

work of I the d«mn_ideologl*al understanding of I end the h7r 

clear manner in whieh| [gets to the root of a problem once ~ 

reoognised, are a few examples of this* svery comrade has con- 
tributed to the growth of the brsneh* 

"The branch, however, has been weak in its approach to 
several members, both political^ and from a point of view of 
helpin g thasd e omrsdea solve some of their personal problems* 

Comrade X believe, la an example of this* From a political 
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"point, we have not yet succeeded In the att empt to get him fully b7r 
involved in the life of the branch* Comrade | |has been noro 
like an observer than a member of the branch, talcing little part in 
the making of decisions or the discussion of them* Ha has attended 
meetings regularly and sat and listened end then carried out the 
tasks which have been assigned to him. 


"It is the branch* s responsibility to involve Comrade 
deeply In every aspect of the functioning of the branch* 


of 

know*, . 

convictions* 




"Also on the question of helping comrade | Isolve some 
nal problems— mainly* that of getting a job* AS We all 
was screened as a direct result of his political 
He has remained unemployed for the biggest part of the 
nee then* This is due to the limited physical ability of 
who cannot take a good many Jobs which are open, but must 


which he is 


xina 

responsibility to help 



>f doing* I believe the branch has 
ocate this type of Job* 


* Another c omrade to whom I think tne approach of branch 
was weak is comrade I I Much of what was said about I and 

his involvement in branch activities can be said of l T ^erhaps 
in a lesser degree. He has esrried out all the decisions of the 
branch without too much participation in the mskine of these 
deol&lons* It is our responsibility to Involve I in the making 

of these decisions. 


and has some problems on 
responsibility to helpl 


too has been unemployed fa? the past 
this, question. I believe it 
solve these problems. 


few months 
is the branch's 


"CONCLUSIONS 


"When the branch was formed three months ago, we were a group 
of comrades who did not know each other too well* some of us had 
worked together previously,, but most of us had not. 

"The past throe months of activity has been one of political 
development of the branch as a whole, of finding the best methods of 
organisation and work. It was a period of the forging of the 
branch into a single purpose end a single will — that of fulfilling 
our obligations to the class struggle* 
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"In the course of this, wo have had weaknesses, many of which 
wo were able to solve and advance the branch as a whole* Some of these 
still exist and are on the agenda for solving* Iri the course of 
this, we will advance the position of the branch to atill higher 
levels* 


"It has been a period In which the branch has store and more 
Involved Itself In the stats work among the maritime workers, in order 
to increase this mass werk and to get thefull benefit from this 
evaluation, 1 would like to propose the following tasks for the 
brancht 


*(1) The main weakness of the branch organisationally has bean 
the failure of the branch exec to function. I propose that finding 
the methods by which the branch exec can function be the first task 
taken up by the branch. Through proper functioning of the branch exec, 
with the cooperation and participation of the members* many of the 
existing weaknesses can be solved. Such as an organised approach to tie 
discussion of the Important political and economic happenings of the 
day, the planning of Independent action on such issues as the press 
fund drive, and the organizing of home contact. 

"( 2 ) That the maintenance of Contact with the Sec. Com. be the 
Second task which we take up. Though we have made Contact with the 
Sec. Comm, in the last week, 1 believe the branch bears a responsibility 
in maintaining this contact and of insuring the organized contact ms long 
Sm this la possible and. If because of conditions It la impossible 
to maintain It except at widely spaced Intervals, We be prepared 
politically and organizationally to carry on our obligations in the 
best possible manner. 

"(3) if we recognize the policy of assigning branches and 
people to special fields of work in such a manner that this work 
becomes the Sole property of that branch as an incorrect policy aa 
Outlined in the evaluation, that this branch make its position imown 
oh this question to the sec. comm, and fight for a change in tills 
policy. I propose that the branch, through its exec., take 
Immediate steps to formulate a rounded-out program on these 
various issues to eliminate this condition as far Sa this branch la 
concerned." 
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c 


ntloned In thi 


1 D3W TI 


1 


On 5/19/53 3A R.V.COX die 
bova 

_ l(ppp 

Ifio *aa|_ 


tin used 

above evaluation with 
J(prpt-jirtt identity witim 


the first 


KTil’M 


,i fll KB 


rteisea 

IMS . 


1 stated that the only 


in the 

Ai*i %*hp was 


b6 
b7C 
b7D 

b6 

and looked as though he *igh!t have b7C 


ha had known 


Con cerning the none 


stated the; 




The only 1 1 that 


could recall were[ 

and JIM MC GOWAN. 


t 


The I 


wee abl e to re call were 
stated that[ 


T3I3" 


not appear to he a very smart individual and Would not he lively to 
he described as having a deep* Ideological understanding. 


Concerning the name 

a vague reeelleotie n that there was a gin name 

J and he believed that she was possibly an 


sit 


tated that he had 
in the 


He could not recall any 


"anchor* for some branch of the section* 
further details. 

Previously recently obtained info re the| , 

has indicated that "BKRNIE" has been active in this section, 
.stated that he recalled a BKRNXE who had lived near the 
waterfront Section and had been an active member from 1948 to 1950* 
He stated that this BERNIK ess on relief and did odd jobs at the 
waterfront Section* but was never a leader in this section* He 
recalled that he had seen BERNIK serving as an usher at the “Keep 
Victory Rolling salute” held at St* Hiohelas Arena In the fail of 
1952* This B2RNXK in conversation at the Victo ry Salute remanded 
that the youth movement was all shot* I I described BERNXE 

as white* about 50 years old* 5*5*# 190 lbs.* glasses* dean 
Shaven* greyish hair* 

The foregoing la subnit ted for information. 
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Confidential Informant T-l Is an anonymous source* 
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NITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 

PROM 

SUBJECT 


SAC, NY 


Date: 5/26/53 


RICHARD H. BLASSER, SA (100-26603-C 1*1) 
OPUSA 

District #2 

NY Division (Queens Co) 

IS-C 


at 
follows: 


On 5/19/53. 


advi sed a CP meeting was held 
Those present were as 


The discussion was on the fund drive and dues* A 
(H was also held to determine who wcnld replace 

is going to 

No decision was reached as tn_yho would renl ace 


Chic ago 7 


luko over 


At the meet ing 
her duties as 


1 


suggested 


l 


as she has too many duties now. 

The in formant reported 


has to attend 


nert two mo 

iths. 




RUTH MULLER, former Maspeth CP Section Organizer is 
on a leave of absence from the CP because of a back ailment, 


1-NY 100-93881 
1-NY 100-1087721 

1-NY 100-108503 

1-NY 100-74560 
1-NY 100-98144 F 


ItfiA - Funds) 


1-NY 100-100921 (RUTH MULLER) 
1-NY 100-99799 
1-NY 100-98940 
1-NY 100-72061 
1-NY 100-llU012| 

1-NY 100-7644 
1-NY 100-1109401 
1-NY 100-86624 
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RUTH MULLER told the informant she is a teacher at 
the East Side Progressive School on 11th Street, NYC. She 
has children who live in Ithica, NY. She has been married 
twice. She isoriginally from the Middle West, She is described 
as follows! 


Age 

Race 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

%es 

Complexion 

Characteristics 

Nationality 


U8 

White 

517.. 

16^-170 lbs. 

Light "brown 

light 

fair 

Wears glasses on occasions 
Irish descent 


RUTH MULLER claims to do psychiatric work for the CP. 


After the CP mo oting at 
at RUTH MULLER «s home for 
were as follows: 


hfifie there was a party 
Those present 



About 

pictures of his wi 


, people were present. | |_ showed 

fe's tour in Europe with their two children, 


The informant advised that the CP members present 
were elated because the US was angry at Groat Britain because 
of ATLEB's remarks. 


, I I stated Sec. of State DULLES was touring 

" Europe, etc., looking for new; bottle fronts. 


f 


b6 

b7C 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 4 UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : SAC, Now York ’ DATE: 5/27/53 

FROM : JOHN W. DOOLEY, M (100-2660 3 -C 40 ) 

SUBJECT: CP-USA-DISTRICT #2 
NEW YORK DIVISION 
IS-C 

(Bronx County) 


Attached hereto is a copy of a report of 
of known reliability, datod 4/17/53* The original 


report was furnished to SA JOHN W* DOOLEY on 5/4/53* 
report, informant gave an accoun t of Mtinf. tank 
meofrini? of the Section. Committee, 


dormant. 


]ac cording to 


The information contained in this report should 
not bo disseminated outsido the Bureau unless it is sufficiently 
paraphrased to protect informant* 

. , , Tho original report is filed as serial 

of I 1 b7D 



1 - 100-93120 
1 - 100-107091 
1 - 100-72693 

1 - 100-93490'L 

1 - 100-1003791 
1 - 100-74560 (CP-ftmds) 

1 - 97-169 (D.W. ) 

ir-i 100-8522 (AiL.P* ) 

IOO- 8 O 638 (CP-M emhern 

1 - 100-26603-C320 3 
1 - 100-107111 (ROSENBERG 
1 - 100-80640 (CP- Negro) 

1 - 100-80635 (CP- Jewish) 


Committee) 


I Soctlon) 

Committee) 


mascara ^,’cas. 

rW28lP&5 


JWD:MXS 






COPY 


COMMON 1ST PARTY U*S.A. 
ACTIVITIES 


April 17,- 1953 
Now York 


A mooting of thi 
10 Communist Party o£ thol 
I at the apartment of 




lat she is sick and will not attend mooting# 


| phoned in 


e last two aro not members o 
Committee and they didn* t p: 
chairman of the meeting was 




l came*- 

T| |Soction 

ate in the meeting* The 


meeting that 


tilll 




r was Ho told the 

Committee or the Communist Party 


lasra 




■ 


COPY 


I after some talk o n the l 

I participated 

in a short discussion in which they expressed their agreement 
with the decission of the that this aska " n 

rwmhftY* avia a £U!±2L tnllf 1 r> thrJ 
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sub 


s> for the 


I reported that he 


Worker "from tho ontire section 

e V.fAV * trt 11 a rt A 4* /\ /i i. 1 



for the Daily Worker and tine Worker is about to end and we 
are still far behind in our quota". He said that ho feels 
that the club leadership of the section should be blamed for - 
the poor Showing. He called upon the club organizers to 
"to uso party discipline" in making "the comrades go out and 
got the renewals and new sub3 for the Worker. I want to tell 
you one things We will not stop until we got our full quota 
in this sub drive; So .bettor make your members do some fast 
leg work. Each club membor must go out during the week-ends 
and secure subs." 


agreed with| |on this point. He said 

that "thousands of people would want to read our paper. If 
they don't read our press it's only because wo failed to 
reach them." He made a fow remarks about the importance of 
the Communist press; "Wo must remember that the Communist 
press is the main builder of the Communist Party*. Wo can 
not have a strong party without having a strong Communist 
press;.. Through our press we give leadership to the entire 
labor and progressive movement in the country." 


asked tho leadership of the 


also spoke on the fl.P. fund drive. .Ho 


-Section of the C.P. 


to start lining up tho club members for the raising of funds 
for tho present drive. Ho told_Jdus_mnnMng that he didn't 
as yet got the quota for tho 


-aocblon but he 


understands that "each club will have to raise much more 
rapnoy than it was raised during the last fund drive. -Some 
members will have to be taxed between 30 and fyQ % more than 


- 2 - 




COPY 


last' year." He said that this year the party (C.P.) will 
not give any money to political organizations, “such as tho 
A.L.P. Wo are cutting down the expenses to the brim: many 

full time party functionaries will got only part time pay 
and part timo functionaries will have to look for employment 
somewhoro olso. The wagos of full timo party loaders will 
also bo cut." Ho further explained that those "adjustments 
must be made because of a sizoablo drop in tho party membership." 
Ho said that "no matter what wo must go on with our work of 
educating the masses, we must carry on our struggle for poaco 
and our fight for the right of the negro people* For that 
work wo need funds and it*s our duty to provide these funds.*" 


a ?.so gavo a li ttle talk on tho work of 
Aofrt-.inn i r> gonayal. Ho 

noted a 




the C.P, clubs in the 

said that tho party loaaorsnip or the 

few shortcomings in tho work of the clu\aa* 
that other sections of tho party in tho 


Ho undorlined 
are at present 


concentrating on the work among tho negro, Puerto Rican and 

A Y\ Wl ^ 1 A W a A f ^ AWO 1 w* A T J v-v 


the populat 
that in tho 


said 


Inns of ril fferent national-minority groups. Ho 
Section the mass activities of tho 
clubs should oe concentrated on the w>rk among tho Irish, 

Italian and Jewish populations. He suggested that each club 
should study tho needs of it’s immediate neighborhood and work 
out a program of activities in accordance with it. Ho also 
advised that the clubs should from time to time issuo leaflets 
on different economic and political issues for mass distribution 
and he urged the club leadership to carry on regularly political 
discussions in tho clxxbs and to soo that each member should 
take part in those discussions. n This is the. best medium of 
educating ourselves and preparing ourselves for leadership in 
our communities. " 


b6 
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After the mooting | (distributed amoung tho 
club leaders the enclosed literature and tickets for tho reception 
to thof ‘ 


and May 1st buttons for distribution to tho 

■ l . ■ 4 i i . a . 4 <4 


clubs for mass distribution in the neighborhoods. 





was assigned to represent the 



section of tho CM 

?♦ at the May 1st conference on 








c 


0 P I 


April 1 h th . 
asked 


1953, at l 

why ho didn*t mention fcho Hosonbcrg meeting of 
April H6th (Randal > s Island Atadiura) "X brieve wp should 
mobilizo our clubs for this woo ting 11 - said 


3 


said: "The county (C,?. 


decided 

Our 


against making any speci al effort s for this mootings 
special effort is on the lease and wc are going to 

stick to this dccission", a discussion (a "private" discus siori- 
afftnr frbo closing of the mooting) developed oh this point; 

wore of the opinion that' the 


,o elm 
and | 


the 

andl 

leaf 


“county made a politically wrong decision on' the Rosenberg 
mooting" bocauso the National Committee of the party stated 


many times and 


Rosonbcrg case is the number l case today. 


said at open mootings that tho 


I claimod that thorp is "a lot of chauvinism 
attached to tno Rosenberg case oven in tho party, Xt sooms 
that every Jew is involved in the Rosenborg case, Xt*s easy 
to get thousands of Jewish party members go to Washington for 
the Rosenberg picket lino or to attend $25 dinners given by 
the Rosenberg Committee while tho same party members or members 
of progressive mass organizations would^t make one extra stop 
to attend a moo ting for u ogre rights; etc; I consider that 


tho case of tho 


id 

EE 


are to us, on a local scale, more 


important than the Rosonbcrg case"; Ho said that of course 
"lot everybody go the Rosenborg mooting; Xt*s important but 

tho county | | ls not mobilizing anyono"; Tho rest 

of tho members or tho soction committee voiced their dissaproval 
of tho stand taken on tho Rosenborg by tho County Committee of 
the C.P. and by 
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;> OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


SAC, New York 



UNI r i®> STATES GOVERNMENT 


Date: 5 / 27/53 


Pro mt-« "PHILIP H. SHERIDAN, SA 
Subject: 


0,n 5/9/53 , the writer met 


at which time 


Matter Subjects a nd Miscellaneo us matters in the I 
Section of the CP I I Appropriate indication of this 

contact will be made in the individual ease files of the 
individuals mentioned by the informant by means of a copy of 
this memorandum in the case file". 

Mrs. CHESTER : The informant advised that Mrs, CHESTER 

is the owner of Chester* s Zumbar; that she informed him that 
the progressive members of the NYC Teachers Union frequent her 
establishment during the season; that she informed him that- she 
.was very friendly with progressive s in the area such as| and 
land Doctor ELIAS; that advised the 

lnrormanc cnat Mrs. CH ESTER contrib utes neaviiv to the ALP funds 
for the area, and that! I advised' the informant that 

Mrs. CHESTER was a real old time member of the CP and' the ALP. 

The informant described Mrs. CHESTER as being approximately 50 
years of age, about 5* 1"# 138 lbs., greying chestnut hair, round 
and motherly face, and a King time resident of the area. 
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memo 


5 / 27/53 


LOUIS BLUMBERG : The informant advised that LOUIS 

BLUMBERG is the principal of the South Fallsburg Central School 
System and is considered by the residents of the area fts being 
"progressive" ; that BLUMBERG, according to the I 
and votes ALP; that BLUMBERG is regarded very t 
members of the CP known to the informant who reside in 


registers 
avoraoiy by the 
the area 


but has never boon designated as a CP member to the informant by 
any of the CP members. The informant described BLUMBERG as being 
approximately 1*5 years of age, 5* 10 H , 190 lbs., thin, black hair, 
, a resident of Woodridge for approximately seven years, married, 
no children. The informant advised that he was not familiar with 
the name of BLUMBERG* s wife and added that he frequently got 
confused between the wife of LOUIS BLUMBERG and the wife of his 
brother, LARRY BLUMBERG. The informant advised that in his 
report; of 3/2 /£3 ESTELLE and ESTER IT A BLUMBERG wore identical 
and were the wife of LARRY BLUMBERG. 

LARRY BLUMBERG : The informant advised that ho has never 
been introduced to LARRY BLUMBERG, who is a partner in the Lake 
Huntington Nash Sales Inc., a Nash automobile distributing agency 
in Lake Huntington, NY, and who also owns a resort hotel in Lake 
Huntington, NY. The informant said that the LA RRY BLUMBERG family 


were 
hi 
the 


close friends and associat e s of the 



rded by the [ 


r 


family and were 


The informant; said that both of 


have described the LARRY BLUMBERGS to the informant as 
beihg very' active in progressive affairs which the informant knows 
to mean that bpth the BLUMBERGS are active in CP affairs. The 
informant said that ESTELLE BLUMBERG is the wife of LARRY BLUMBERG. 


.. The Informant ad ylaad that 

and both were emelcvori np the 


that | forked in 
prior co tneir employment; with the 


and that b«th were fired because of their union organizing a ptivi p y; 
that I Iwas not 


gross j ive .but would follow the leadership of 

J that | Iworked on CP matters, according to the 

l and was devoting the major portion of his time and energy 
to CP aff ^i r^ and recruiting among tho Negroes. The infmanant 


described 


as being 6* 2" in height, 190 Ibs.^ 

served in the 


black hair an d eve 
born and raised in 
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MEMO 


5/27/53 


1 L , 

The informant advised that 

was ernnl ovod n? 

the 

and had previously been employee 

i in a| 1 


was described bv the 


1 


f his mil nn Armani y.i»g aohlvltv; t-.hah 


uys anc. 


ana who would work ho 

days to win persons over to Tallowing the CP lino; that 


agressive and would use any device to got pooplo to follow his 


was 



that 


way of thi t 

self; that |was v^rv Tal kative but yet seemed to bo "sconritv 
conscious 111 !- nm£ tbol I 


was ambitious and oagor to advance him- 
‘kative but yet seemed to be " 

had told the Infcrmnnh that T 


] The 


informant advised that r— TOE _2I' in height, 200 lbs. in weight, 

Jcomplexion, hair and . eve « , sligl 


husband. 


employed there 


(within the past 
advised the informant 


unknown, born and raised inf 

4 

hi 


slight mustache, 


1 The inforraa; 

an d one c 
: that r 

A- . 


informant advised that 
hild on the 
impressed 


resided with her 
and were 


hat] 

nf hoij ability to get ideas across to the Nogro people 


would 


- x _ m a s hav ing recently 

1 years) arrived from | | ; that thel 

that I Iwas being boosted along b 


ecause 

and t-.hsfr 


soon be able to bo an aohlvo r.P member 


1 The 


born 


Tn[ 


informant described ) | as boj lngl 


: that 


5' 4“ height, 125 lbs.. 


by 


the 

years of age, 
hair and eyes, 


thel 
thatT 


resided on 


Lyears) 

but was had 


The informant advised that, „ 

[with his wife and chi ld and wap employed there; 
[Had recently arrived jn[ 
from I It that I 


descr ibed 
lbs,, 


n 6l r 

as beingl 


5 


by cno 


(within the past 

was very hesitant in his 

I The informant 

mars of age, 5’ 9” in he ight. 1QQ 


hair and eyes, born in 
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5 / 27/53 


?he informant , 


roslaet 




| thal 

y 


name unknow n. 


l Qaimsn_s_ 

known; that I I has trav elled widely InL 

resided at one time In i I is interested in | 

drives a 19^ tan Chevrolet business coupe with NY plates l 
jimlsL-a—NJ drivers license^ The informant described ] 

| as being about | lyears of ago, 2" in height, ol 

(weight varies between 180 lbs. and 140 lbs.) (p eriodically 
to lose weigh tKwears bifoca ls (very poor oyes), r 
hair, born in f — 1 


DR. ELIAS : The informant advised that DOCTOR ELIAS, first b6 

name not ^recalled, who resides in Woodbyrne, NY, resides in the b7c 

vicinity of the Chester Zurabar and has been reportedly a power in 
the educational system of Fallsburg, NY. The informant has been 
advised by other members of the faculty of the South Fallsburg 
School System that ELIAS influences both BLUMBERG, the principal, 
and WEISS, the superintendent of schools, so much so that he 
couid recommend tho keeping or discharging of any teacher he 
desired. The informant advised that ELIAS has boon described to 
him as being a ’’progressive" by many persons residing in the area 
but added that ho has not boen identified to him as being a CP 
member, althonah_he_has been led to beliovo that ELIAS is a CP 
member by the | The informant advisod that ELIAS has 

obtained very extensive records of tho HCUA Committee hearings, 
which he boasts about. 


- k - 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO : SAC, NY DATE: 5/29/53 

FROM : RICHARD H. BLASSER, SA (100-26603*041) 

SUBJECT: CP, USA DISTRICT #2 

NY Division (Queens Co.) 

IS - C 


On 5/11/53 . 

| advise 

horn a 0 

6 the writer he 

att.ftndftri fll 1 at. f.r>ft 

if 


This individual lias 

oeen iaenturieci tnrongn thA tel ftmonA directory asl I 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


JL 

A 


1-Nx 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

i-Ny 

1-NY 

1-NY 


NCF 

NCF 
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100 - 

100 - 

100 - 

100 - 

106 - 

100 - 

100 - 

100 - 



87211 
77507 
77925 

7U560 ' (CP, USA Funds } 

80638 , (CP. USA Membership ) 
84068 


67197 

IIO 3 OO 

11091*0 

108503 

108771 

98940 

92692 

98144 

93861 

61 

100921 

88084 

■64373 

65076 



(RUTH MULLER) 
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*:emo 

m 100-26603-Cl4l 


to heltt 


, , , announced that 

lano col lections shoe 


resorted both 


and I 


Wl 


was discussed and it was Stated by 


is going to have 

d_ be taken up by Club Organizers 

J out financially. The informant 

are CP, members. The fpnd drive 


that the 


fund drive is goin g v ery alow . Also m atten dance at the 
was I who owns a I 


las follows: 


described 


Age 

gla 




5' 5", 125-130 lbs,., dark hair. 


1 Informant also reported he attended a I 

la t the apt, of | | 

J Informant only knew the Apt. belonged to 


dl rectory . 


and his firs t name was secured from th e telephone 
did not participate in the 




However, the informant reported neon 1 a who make 

lablo for | | must be 

] and his w 'i f <> t b o re f ora . a o o o r < ; mg t o 


their homes 9 r ant, available forf 
CP members. 


are CP members, aS well as 

payimiTlv rtientloned. PrAfiAnt of the 

ing 


wore the follow- 


also present. 



(LNU) 




was 


Money co llected 


was turned over to 


t 


in tho fa ctions of tueens County CP 


also attended a CP meeting at the 

home of 


Present were 


and 



* 


, 



b6 

* b7C 
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b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


\ 
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MAY 2 9 1953 




Memo 

NY 100-26603-Cl*l 


The fund drive was discussed and it was stated the 
fund drive returns are slow as the Club Organizers apparently 
are not taking it seriously enough. 


m 


intended departure for < 

",hle a co was 


also discussed. A farewell 

party is boinc held lor 


in the] 
Sectionr 


I advi sed th ere 
Section; | |ln | 


arel 


| CP dues_na 

Section; 



* 


The informant reported the following people have 
contributed to the fund drive: 


The informant reported the 

this time only reached 31# of . ts qUova . 


Section has at 


and 


The indices reflect nume rous references for a 

but no main case file* 


A review of file fOO-SqOb ft i^tmti oned| 

J (serial 7, P* 2) 


$M - C" reflects his wife's name is 

and apparently identical with the CAS&Y of this (nemo, 

(section Organizers 



attended a 


meeting on 
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SAC, NY 

PHILIP H« SHERIDAN, SA 


6/1/53 


from l i ] 

by the informant to contacl 
Party membership status. 


was received by the writer 
report c oncerns attempts 
I and his communist 


In addition to the above i the informant furnished 
information concerning other CP members about whom appropriate 
indication of his mention will be made in the individual case 
files. 


1-NY IOO-80638 (CP, USA Membership) 

1-NY 100-26603 C44 (CP DISTRICT #2, TRI 

nffltWPV ABATTOlrt 

1-NY 100-10965 
1-NY 100-101*79* 

1-NY iOO-51082 
1-NY 100-75639 

1-NY 100-26603 Cl*28 (CP DISTRICT #2, MID 

SCTION) 


1-NY 100-11381*5 

1-NY 100-736651 

1-NY 100-51*651 (CP, USA NATIONAL GROUPS) 
1-NY 100-80641 (CP, USA ORGANIZATION) 


fjM-NfV/YOy 


PHSSMEN 
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Developmental Pacts oh Present Communist party Status of 


My position aa a Communist Party member may best be 
described as Having entered a stage of passivity and lack of con- 
tact with or by members of the Communist Party, I am not yet 
aware of the true significance of this period of lack Of overt 
contact, particularly personal contact. The facts delineated 
below may serve to throw some light on the situation* 


Tiles da 




- AtvMi 21 * 19£3 - Wishing to contact the| that is, 

in regard to the specj-fle security points discussed 


at the dlp ner meeting with Comradt 
I put through a call to _ 
a purpose last Tuesday, 


Tor" 


filF 

and 


it 


same 


but 


andl 

X ftalliTfl 


was busy at something elser~[ 


fwas in 


describes 


her's most active day in terms of 


Tuesday as bein g hi a fat 

politi cal w ork. l J answered the phone, 1 told her that 

it was | | speaking and that I would like to arrange a meeting. 

She replied that there was no reason for it because* "Its all 
over," She asked me to call again on the following Tuesday, 


Tuesday- April 28. 
Comrade 


■is 


- I put through 
his time. Comrade 


phone. He mrormea me definitely that his classes 


the call as : 

I SJ 

s classes in 


requested by 
answered the 
Communist 


party indoctrination had terminated several Week s ago , nhvlouslv. 
the necessity for me to get together with eltherl |or 
for Communist. Party sacnrl ty re** 1 '*** *>« In niy meeting 

with Comrades [and| was now nw- 

necessary and i merer ore aid not press the point. | |said 
that he would call me up or contact me Sometime in tne future 
so that we might get together for & few hours, X stated that 
if it wasn't necessary it shouldn't be, but realisirig that it 
would serve as a possible goodbye meeting X weakened and gave 
approval to the idea, it remains , therefore that X will be 


contacted for this purpose by the 


1 


at some future date. 


Saturday - April 2$, 19^3 - I 
reason of contacting Comrade [ 




for the usual 


_ fie asked me If 

it were vital because he would not be able to do so today, X 
said that it was not vital but that X had not seen her for a 
considerable length of time and that X had matters to speak to 
her about* He Said that he would take care of it, for which 
I overtly thanked him. 


- 1 - 







I 




Receiving no call from 
go ahead and ^ onarate a t the 


f 


1 


I decided to 


but be 


is 4-n the wind 
bom in 


I in terras of getting 

ore X did this, I decided to drop 
hoping to get some sort of 


ln|Cr to get 


.was home wit 

1 and her father. 

m i A. 


h AY* 


a position _ 
in at the home of 
indication of Wha 

mother who was , . 

had been up late last night and was preparing to go to bed. 
It Was Only nine o'clock. She was well informed on all mv 
activitie s including the facts about the loss of 


LOS 

JUt 


. hich I had not mentioned to her at all* She brought 
out a host Of Communist party literature for me to peruse. The 
fact that she brought out this literature before her mother and 
father with such lack of c oncern indi cates their sympathy with 


b6 
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her political activities. 


spent a considerable amount 


of time reading a Russian magazine and spoke glowingly Of modem 
Russia. Her husband seemed to concur with whatever she said* 

.be more politically aware 
family in the future. Hothing 
terlalized at this meeting except the suggestion 


On the basis of these .facts 
of all of the members of the 
more t 
to me by 


that I Should try to get a job in the Chevrolet 


factory at Tarrytown, that they are now hiring. 
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office memorandum - united states government 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-6?) (REGISTERED) * DATE: 6/2/53 

(Atten: A. H. EEL1DNT) 

FROM : SAC, CHICAGO (100-2398) 33S?»8K$SS 

SUBJECT: ' C0HHJN2ST PARTI, USA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 


On May 22, 1953, CG 582k-S, of known reliability, orally advised 
SA CARL N. FREYMAN that lie had obtained the following concerning 
the Communist Party National Organization during May, 1953 from 
individuals in top party leadership positions, nationally and 
in New York State such as BETTY GANNETT, WHLIftK LAURENCE, HARRY 
HAYNOOD, m IAH "EINER and others. The material is set forth in 
sumaary fashion in order to give a more complete general picture 
of the present Party situation. As soon as informant is inter- 
viewed in regard to specific conversations with individuals, they 
will be reported in detail. 

Extreme caution must be used in handling this information as to 
dates and content because much information was obtained through 
personal contact vd.th 'individuals or Tt meetings of groups of 
four or~fi ve highly placed Communists, and this info r mant nu3t 
be proviSecPyd.th maximum security. Al s o in instances where inter- 
v iews are contemplate tTwlth persons mentioned herein special care 
m ust bo exercised to use the material only if informant ! s security 
will not bo jeopardized . 

COMMUNIST PARTY ORGANIZATIO N 

Pith regard to the present operation of the so-called legal or 
open Party organization and the Party Underground Organization, the 
informant loarned from BETTY GANNETT that the Underground Party leaders 
make .all important political and organisational decisions. 


Clear proof of where the power in the party is today was demonstrated 
clearly in December, 1952, when BETTY GANNETT, National open party 
functionary began a series of lectures at the Jefferson School 
on the results of the National Elections. After sho had delivered 
one lecture and without any advance knowledge to VflLLIAM 2. FOSTER 
or herself, the Underground Party leaders caused to be published 
on December 28, 1952, ^ National Committee Resolution on the results 

CNF/jeb (h - y>t> 

cc»s on following pages 



DIRECTOR > 
cc: £0 - 



FBI 


RE: 



CP, USA 
3S-C 


New York (Registered) 

100-1:931 (CP, USA) 

100- - (CP Organization) / 

100- (CP Membership) v 

100- (CP Funds) 

100- (CP Security Measures) 

100r (CP Underground Operations) 

100- (CP Political Activities) 

100- (CP Negro Question) 

100- (CP Pamphlets and Publications) 

100- (CP Cultural Activities) 

100- (CP Education) 

100- (Mrs. JIM TORMEY - Betty Gannett) 

100- OTLIAM LAWRENCE) 

loo- (harry haywood) 

100- (WILLIAM * FINER) 

100- (YOTLIAM 2.. FOSTER) 

100- (CP International Relations) 

100- (ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN) ' - ' 

100- (“Daily Worker'*) 

100- (HERBERT APTHEKBR) 

100- (V. J. JEROME) 

100- (LEM HARRIS) 

100- ( ~ WOFSEY, Sr (FNU) . 

100- (Mrs. WILLIAM SEINER) 

100- (ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG) 

100- (PSTTtS PERRY) 

100- (TJILLIAM L. PATTERSON) 

100- (ALEXANDER BITTELMAN) 

100- - (ABNER BERRY) 

100- 0 ‘ILLIAH ' EINSTOi© ) 

100- (JAMES FORD) 

100- (EULIAH KICKS) 

100- ( JOHNSON, negro, former Section Organizer in Bronn) 

loo- (isJSoTbegun)' 

ICO- (EARL JONES, negro actor) 

100- (Mrs. EARL JONES) 

100- (ROBERT MINOR) 
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cc f s New York con't: 

100- (Mrs. ROBERT MINOR) 

100- (JOE NORIH) 

100- (HOHARD BOLDT) 

100- (ROB HALL) 

100- (MILTON HOWARD) 

100- (NAT GORDON) 

100- (JOE STAROBIN) 

100- (JCB CLARK) 

100- ("STRETCH" JOHNSON) 

100- (SAH DON) 

100- (JIM TOHMEY) 

100- (EARL BROKER) 

100- (LEON JOSEPHSON) 


cc: 1 - Cleveland (Registered) 

100- (Communist party) (Info) 


cc: 1 - Philadelphia (Registered) 

100- (Comunist Party) (Info) 


cc: 1 - Detroit (Registered) 

100- (Corminist Party) 
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of the National Elections. This resolution was not discussed with the 
open Party leaders and caused considerable embarassment to GANNETT and 
others who should .have known of such important "Party line changes" in 
order to be prepared to provide answers to the Party. Therefore, accord- 
ing to GANNETT, the December 28, 1952 National Committee Resolution .. 
was entirely the decision of the underground leadership and caused a 
crisis between the open Party and underground leaderships. 

Since the publication of this document by the underground leadership, 
representatives of both organizations have held discussions with the 
result that the underground leaders made only slight concessions. The 
concessions were that in the future thd underground leadership will 
on "political" but not necessarily on "organizational" matters notify 
FOSTER on "important matters" so that opinions can be exchanged. In 
addition there will be exchange of opinions on some "organizational" 
matters and there, will be efforts made to Improve relations between the 

two organizations . 

* 

With regard to the resolution of December 28, 1952, the Party has decided 
to stop discussions. An amended resolution will appear in the June, 

1953 issue of "Political Affairs" and will be confined to the "Results 
of the National Elections" Party line only, because it was felt that 
such matters as the Party line on the international situation should be 
the subject of a separate FOSTER article on "Peace". 

The resolution of December 28, 1952 particularly the statements referring 
to leadership mistakes going back to 19^8 have caused the Communist 
leadership in jail to feel that they are being charged vdth failures 
they were not in a position to be responsible for because they were in 
jail. The secondary Party leadership recently convicted also is angry 
at the charges because they are being charged with misinterpretation 
of directives of the original Party leadership . 

The amended resolution will, therefore, delete the paragraph pertaining 
to the year 19^8 as being the year when the Party leadership mistakes 
began in order to relieve the jailed and also the secondary leadership 
of responsibility for mistakes made and the "finger" will be placed 
on no one in leadership. 
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The amended resolution will also eliminate the paragraphs on the 
contradictions in the "bourgeoisie camp". It vdll also coirect 
the interpretations put on the original resolution to the effect that 
the sole place for Communists to work now politically is in the Dem- 
ocratic Party under the "United Front" program. The amended 
resolution will state that a Common is t can work in "coalition" vdth 
the ADP, the CIO, AF of L etc., on "coalition candidates". It will 
also correct the impression that the "Progressive Party" will be 
completely dissolved. 

Another Party decision recently decided on, according to GANNETT, is 
that hereafter the Party vdll not publish documents dealing with 
weaknesses in the Party because leadership is convinced that such . 
admissions are "used by the enemy" and are also harmful to the "rank 
and file" morale. Weaknesses vdll be discussed but vdll not appear 
for publication. 

With regard to the political situation within the leadership of 
the Communist Party, according to GANNETT, there is no unanimity in 
Party policy today either in the open party organization or the under- 
ground leadership. This is significant according to the informant 
because formerly even though there was violent discussion on issues 
of importance by the individuals in leadership, once the matter came to 
a vote, those opposing the final majority vote always moved to make it 
a unanimous decision. Such is not the case today and vhile democratic 
centralism still prevails, the registered opposition votes of the minority 
stand. 

FACTORS AFFECTING PRESENT CONDITION 
OF THE PARTY 


According to GANNETT, Party recruiting has been at a standstill in the 
last few years. No3t of the Party recruits since have dropped from 
the Party. That Party leadership has grown old and that young leadership 
has not developed is shown by the fact that no Section Committee leader 
today has been in the Party less than ten years. 

According to GANNETT, the Cadre situation in the Party is almost critical 
and ways and means must be found for training cadres. 
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GANNETT accused some of the "young leadership" of responsibility of 
organizing the party by "administrative and opportunistic" means and 
of keeping mere experienced people isolated and out of leadership* 

She described their method of operation as "Rule by Command" . 

Another factor contributing to the present situation in the Party is 
the length of time it takes to place a Party decision into operation. 

Once the leadership ' make s a decision today it at best takes two months 
before it reaches the people responsible for its execution. 

Another factor is the "complete lack of initiative" of members and leaders 
in the lower Party organization from the regions down to the units. As 
a result of this lack of "initiative" most of the Party decisions are 
not executed by those responsible. 

It was GANNETT 1 s opinion that the great crisis in the Party today is the 
result of having too many people "isolated" for reserve leadership and 
in the underground. She feels that these people even .though functioning 
in these capacities should actually be working parts of the organization 
and assist in the every day operations of the Party. 

PROBLEM'S ARISING FRO>i SECURITY. 

PRECAUTIONS TAKEN. BY PARTY 

GANNETT told informant that today the biggest subdivision in the Party, 
in. Region, section, and downward does not consist of more than forty 
people. 

The result is that the organizational problem is complicated because 
leadership is spread out.. 

The big problem in the Party today is "how to educate a Party member" 
to work on his ov.n. 

\ 

To solve this problem hereafter, every issue of "Political Affairs" will 
contain i "Self Education Outline" with questions and answers on important 
political problems. An outline is now being drawn up oh "Stalin's 
Economic Problems of Socialism" vhich will appear in the near future. 
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This plan of self-education is necessitated to aid individual "self 
study" and to train indivi&tals because the party cannot conduct classes 
for security reasons. 

In addition the Party is conducting a drive to find "old-timers" and 
get than attached in order to give some Initiative to the Party. Some 
of the "younger" present leadership will be removed and relegated to 
less important positions. 

SECURITY MEASURES TAKEN PREPARATORY 
TO LEAPING PARTY COMMITTEE ME C, TINGS 

Informant learned that extreme precautions are taken to insure security 
at leading Party Committee meetings. An individual rho is to attend 
such a meeting may be contacted as much as three days in advance of 
the meeting. Once a contact is made, the individual is not left alone. 
He may be transported to several locations in different areas prior to 
the meeting. On the meeting date, the area where it is to take place 
is carefully cased and the Committee people generally move in at night. 
After the meeting is held, the Committee members leave individually and 
again generally at night. 

HENRY WINSTON 

BETTY GANNETT, while with informant on Hay 18, 1953, looked into the 
street quite startled, tfoen inquiry was made as to the reason, she 
remarked "Oh, I though it was VilNNIE but it was not." 

COhKUNIST PARTY, USA FUNDS, 

PAMPHLETS AND PUBLICATIONS - 


According to GANNETT, ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN is now responsible for the 
open Party finances, although she was described as not being capable of 
performing these duties. The Party financial condition is becoming 
increasingly difficult as are financial problems of the "Daily ‘Yorker". 
Donations from Party sympathizers have become more difficult to get. 

For the -STALIN issue of "Political Affairs" a total of 15,000 copies were 
ordered but to date only 13,000 copies are sold. The question GANNETT 
asked was, "’'ho will pay for the remainder?" HERBERT /PTHEKLR is now 
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playing a bis role in the editing of '‘Political Affairs" since V. J. 
JEW-! has been othervdse occupied. GANNETT intimated that the 'JOHN 
S rj IFT articles in "Political Affair# are authored by GIL GREEN.. 

STATUS OP PARBf DISTRICTS 


Informant learned from GANNETT that the leadership and cadre situation 
in the Party is so bad that if arrests occurred in two or three party 
districts now there would be a severe crisis in the party. She particularly 
referred to the Ohio and Eastern Pennsylvania Districts as being in 
a bad situation if 'arrests took place there. 

She also told informant that the present Underground District Organizer 
at Detroit, name not mentioned, had recently gone through a bad illness 
but had survived. She, however, said the Party is in a crisis in 
Detroit too. She added that the Party has had to rely heavily on 
Chicago for leadership replacements in other districts and mentioned 
that DAVID EIJQLESISIN, former District f/B open Organizer is now working 
in another district. 

ROLE OP mLIAM ‘ PINER 

According to GANNETT, she and the Party leadership were greatly concerned 
when EINER recently became seriously ill. GANNETT stated that she did 
not know what the Party will do if he dies because he is "absolutely 
irreplaceable". 


Informant advised that 


b7D 



DUECTOR, FBI 


RE: CP, USA 

IS-C 


RUSSIAN AND LATIN AMERICAN ATTITUDE 
WARD CURRENT LEADERSHIP AND POLICIES 
OF COLOTIST PARTY, USA 

Informant learned that certain American Communists have kept the 
Russians advised of the current disorganization in policies and leader- 
ship of the CP, USA. The Russians have taken the position that while 
they are aware of the importance of the American Party they do not 
wish to blunder as they did with another Duclos letter. Because of 
the international situation, the Russians will for the present at least 
closely follow the Party keeping a line on its policies and hope that 
the American Party vdH right Itself. 

The Party in the meantime is in trouble with the Comintern and also 
with Communist Parties in the Latin American Countries* Recently a 
meeting tras held in Chile ostensively to discuss intellectual and 
cultural problems but in reality to discuss political action. The 
American Party was asked to send an outstanding Communist loader but 
instead the Party offered to send a minor official in the cultural 
field and the offer was declined. 

The Puerto Rican Party has also recently complained, to the American 
Party because the financial subsidy wh ch has heretofore been regularly 
furnished, has not been forthcoming and also because the American Party 
has failed to provide political leadership. 

MEETING PLACES USED BY 
NATIONAL LEADERSHIP 


LEM HARRIS is known to meet individuals at automats located at 6th 
Avenue and U2nd Street and 5th Avenue and lj*>ih street , New York City. 

BETTY GANNETT is known to meet with individuals at the “Brass Rail ,, , 
liOth and Park Avenue, New York. 

WILLIAM Z. FOSTER is known to nect individuals at the Childs Restaurant, 
883 6th Avenue, New York. 

When meetings are being arranged the meeting places are decided on in 
advance with primary and alternate places agreed to and code names are 
used in the telephone if confirmations are desired. 
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RATIONAL SECRETARIAT MEETINGS HELD 
OK THE NEGRO QUESTION, MAY, 1953 

In May, 1953, two complete Secretariat meetings of the Party were held 
to discuss the Negro question. These meetings are held on Tuesdays. 

Those members of the Secretariat who were present were the following: 

■-ILLIAM Z. FOSTER (present only at second meeting) 

PETTIS PERRY 
'ELIZABETH 0URL3Y FLYNN 

BETTY GANNETT (not a member but an unofficial member) 

Those invited and in attendance at both meetings were the following: 

FHLIAH L. PATTERSON 
ALEXANDER BITTELMAN 
ABNER BERRY 
TOLIAH VEINSTONE 
HARRY HAYFOOD 
JAKES FORD. 

WILLIAM Z. FOSTER, though not present at the first meeting, sent in a 
twenty page document in the form of an article which opened the line 
for discussion on the Negro question. His position was that there has 
been an exaggeration of emphasis on "White Chauvinism" and not enough 
emphasis on "Bourgeoisie Negro Nationalism' 1 in the Party and that the 
result has caused damage in the Party ranks. 

A heated discussion on the new line on the "Negro question" followed, 
ALEXANDER SITTRLN/N supporting FOSTER* s position from the beginning. 

The fight for FOSTER* s position was led by HARRY HAYWOOD and also 
supported by WILLIAM VEINSTONE,. 

At the beginning of discussion, PERRY, BETTY GANNETT, ABNER BERHI and 
a few others took the current line of stressing the need for a continued 
fight against "White Chauvinist. Later WILLIAM L. PATTERSON joined 
the FOSTER side and the others followed to the FOSTER position, FERiY‘s 
argument was that for every case of "Bourgeoisie National ism" in the 
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Party one can cite ten cases of "Thite Chauvinism”. HAYWOOD won those 
to the POSTER view by citing numerous cases of "TJhite Chauvinism” 
charges that were unfounded and which did great damage to the Party. 

Informant advised that as a result of these meetings the new party 
line on the Negro question will be to emphasise the fight against 
"Bourgeoise Nationalism?' rather than against "White Chauvinism" 
which will be fought as part of the Party Education Program. 

Infomant learned that the editor of the new "Negro Affairs Quarterly” 
published by the National Negro Commission of the Party is HARRY 
HAYWOOD. The Assistant Editor is EULIAH (phonetic) HICKS, a staff 
writer for the "Daily Worker" and a follower of HARRY HAYWOOD. 

In further explanation of the reason for the new party position on 
the Negro Question, it was brought out at the Second Secretariat 
meeting that numerous instances have occurred in which Negro comrade 
leaders had taken advantage of the Party position on "White Chauvinism” 
for personal advantage. It was pointed out that the Section Organizer 
in the Bronx, a Negro, JOHNSON (phonetic), in the same section where 
ISADORE REGUN formerly was organizer, was removed. This individual, 
according to the facts developed, began tdcing advantage of this position 
among white women comrades and began raping and terrorizing them and the 
women were afraid to press charges. He was then removed being charged 
with nationalist tendencies; 

LEH HARRIS was also charged with "-hite Chauvinism. He was interested 
in an egg firm which had outlets among Negro firms in Harlem. Ihen 
the Negro comrades did not pay their bills, he investigated and asked 
questions of the Negroes. The Negroes charged him with Vfaite Chauvinism 
but the charges were determined to be false and the Negroes expelled. 

Tjhen WILLIAM LAWRENCE recently became head of the Cultural Division of 
the party in New York, he found a Negro actor possibly named EARL JONES 
in his group. JONES was descri' ed to informant as possibly being the 
predecessor of LAURENCE and as being married to a white woman, a Party 
member, who had a relative in Greenwich village vho was a good contributor 
to the Party. 
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JOKES, during the time he held office by using "TThite Chauvinism* 
charges succeeded in getting ten section organizers expelled from 
the Party in two years. LAURENCE conducted an investigation of JOKES 
and determined that he had several arrest records for attempted rape, 
larcepy, etc., but all charges were dismissed. LAWRENCE thought that 
because JON^S had never been sentenced he might be an FBI Agent. JONES 
was given a trial and expelled as an enemy of the Party when he told 
LA' RENCB during a meeting, »'I hate you and all the white »-» • 
like you**. JONES* wife has not been expelled because she was described 
as a good Party person even ' .though her husband is suspected of being 
an FBI Agent. 

EFFECT OF INQUIRIES OF U.S. SENATE 
COMMITTEE H'ADED BY SENATOR JOSEPH 
MB CARTHY , / . 


BETTI GANNETT told informant that since the MCCARTHY investigations 
began, the Communist Party has been helped considerably in that his 
inquiries have developed a lot of sympathy among people from whom the 
Party has been isolated for some time. She stated that there has 
developed some sympathy for the Communist Party aaong these people who 
can n aft again be approached for help including funds. Unfortunately, 
according to GANNETT, the Party is not in a position to take lull 
advantage of the MCCARTHY investigations because of its weakened condition. 

BIOGRAPHY OF ROBERT MINOR 

The biography of ROBERT MINOR is being completed by JOE NORTH. Funds are 
not available to publish the book and MINOR * s wife, who has money, has 
been approached to finance the publication. 

"DAILY WORKER* 1 PERSONNEL 

HCTARD BOILT after twenty years with the "Daily worker", has been dis- 
missed and while still working there will be looking for other employment 
after June 1, 1953'. 
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ROB HALL, former Washington correspondent of the "Daily Worker" is now 
in New York serving in a less important capacity in the '©ally Worker" . 

HILTON HO'ARD is reported to be under criticism at the "Daily Worker" . 

NAT GORDON is still with the "Daily Worker" in a business administrative 
capacity. 

JOE STAROBIN, "Daily Worker" foreign correspondent, reportedly remained 
in Europe after planning to return to the United States because JOS 
CLARK was returning and the "Daily Worker" 'would have had no foreign 
correspondents in Europe. 

INDIVIDUALS IN PARTY UNDERGROUND 

■ II I II II T “II T . T 1 — „ 

"STRETCH" JOHNSON is still underground but has been sev^yely criticized 
because while in hiding he took a trip to Cleveland to vxsit his family. 
JOHNSON was described as one of the fellows who used the Negro question 
"for all it was v.orth" to promote himself. He was described as the one 
who framed SAM DON "out of the Party" . 

CLAUDE LIGBTFOOT, District #8,. Underground Organizer, either comes into 
New York or is seen by underground leaders in his own area at least 
every six weeks.. The open District Organizer, of District "8, not named 
(WILLIAM SENNETT) operates in the same manner. 

JIM T0R15EY, husband of BETTY GANNETT, is the head of the Queens Under- 
ground. BETTY GANNETT sees him every few months. The FBI has contacted 
TORHEY's mother who is a Catholic and it looks like the Bureau appeal 
had an effect on her. The mother has written TORMEY several "bad letters" 
according to GANNETT. 

Wives of underground people, who are not fugitives, are permitted to 
see their husbands once every four or five months. 

1/DILIE LIEBER WEST, wife of JIM VEST, former District ?8 Communist Party 
functionary, has been told to get out of the underground because she 
insisted in adopting a baby against Party orders and the Party position is 
that she is a security risk in the underground. She was offered a Job 
in Civil Rights Congress at Chicago but refused to take the open assignment 
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ALFRED V? AGHIKNECHT, District #8 functional in the underground, according 
to GANNETT, has been told he is too old to operate underground. He 
nevertheless refuses to operate on the open and has taken the position 
that the Party no longer thinks he is "important" if it permits him to 
work in the open. According to GANNETT, T YAGE1JKNECHT is more in hiding 
of his own volition than is he underground by Party orders, although he 
is on Party assignment. 

THE COMMUNIST PARTY AND EARL BROWDER 

This information must be carefully handled due to the fact that knowledge 
of the information is limited to only a few top functionaries ' of the 
Communist Party . 

Informant learned from BETTI GANNETT and had it verified through LEON 
JOSEPHSON that by a decision of top leadership of the Communist Party, 
it was decided to attempt to reach EARL BROILER. The decision occurred 
prior to BROILER'S publication of his anti -STALIN position in the press. 

The first overture was made to BROF/DER through a favorable editorial 
in the "Daily "’brker" . The plan decided on was to offer BROWDER any 
kind of a deal other than being the present Chairman of the Party with 
the future chairmanship being a possibility, if he "stood pat" and did hot 
come out against the Soviet Union. 

FOSTER, who "hates" BROWDER, according to GANNETT, agreed * r 
on ary deal. LEON JOSEPHSON, according to GANNETT, had been chosen to 
bo* the intermediary. All plans in this respect were necessarily abandoned 
when BROWDER blasted the Soviet Union in his public statements. GANNETT 
said that BROWDER now would not et anything such as legal aid from the 
Party but others in the Liberal and Democratic Party who he dealt with 
through the years apd also "sympathizers" are giving him aid and protection. 

Informant pointed out that this move by the Communist leadership was 
apparently decided on because of the "political crisis" in the Party, 
but more particularly because the intimate knowledge of the Party 
organization, apparatuses and espionage systems within the Communist Party 
made the decision imperative especially since it was apparent that BROWDER . 
would eventually break with Russia and the Corrmunist Party and night 
possibly expose the Party by talking with authorities. 


V 
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It is again pointed out that this high placed informant must be afforded 
mxisaun security in the reporting and handling of this information and 
particularly in connection with possible interviews with any of the 
individuals mentioned herein* 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : SAC , NY date: 6 / 3/53 

FROM : JOSEPH V. WATERS, SA (100-&0638) 

SUBJECTS cP, t T SA 

Membership 

IS-C 


With reference to efforts of this office to secure com- 
plete end comprehensive data on membership strength of the Communist 
Party > with particular reference to District §2 of the CP (NY State) 
and the territory of the New York Division, it is requested that 
all security informants of this office be questioned as to their 
knowledge of this phase of CP activity. 

To assist in this interrogation, the following questions 
have been formulated in order to elicit any information the inform- 
ant may have. It is believed that the answer to even one question 
may provide some assistance in forming a general conclusion. 

These questions follow* 

Has any figure been mentioned at any time as the CP mem- 
bership In your area, or any other area, including District $2, 
or the entire united States? 

What is your estimate of the number of members In your 
club, section or county? 

Has any statement ever been made indicating the relative 
membership of any sections or other areas? 

What is comparative standing of the various counties or 
boroughs Of Few York City? For examole , does Brooklyn have 
more members than the Bronx? 

Po you know of any divisions of members within NYC other 
than by counties? For example, cultural, waterfront, indus- 
trial concentration, professional etc? Has any statement 
been made as to the relative strength of such special divisions? 


Can you suggest any method for estimating membership of 
a club, section or other area? 



MEiiO 

m: iog-8<&38 


has' any ratio; been mentioned for membership i'n District #’2, 
which Would include all of tns Yew York State GP, as against 
the rest of the GtSV? Por example, does the State have more 
or less than half of the national total? 

What is connection between goals set in the "worker" and 
"rally Worker" subscription drives' and the membership strength 
in the area for which tile quota is set? 

what is ratio of American Labor party enrollment to CP 
membership in any given area? 
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FROM : 
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secure < 
3 obby . 


SAC, NY DATE:JU|^5 . 

RICHARD H. BDASSBR, SA (100-26603-C41) 

CP, USA 
DISTRICT #2 

NY DIVISION (QUEENS CO.) 

IS - C 

l advisod th e writer a I 

as held at; the apartment of one I 

I The informant 

lis information fr om the apartment directory in the 


A search of the telephone directory maintai ned on 
Cueans . New York, n the library, it was determined a 
is the only listed at this address. 

I has advised that individuals who make their 
home or apartment available for financial stations have to 
be CP members before the apartment will be used. 
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MEMO: 

NY 100-26603-C41 


described NOSE as follows: 


White, age 40, 135 lbs., 5' 4"> red hair, ruddy complexion, 
wears glasses, well dressed. 

Informant reported ROSE is from Jamaica, L.I. 

andl 


During 


. I advised 

are going to attend a] 


which begins .this week and wijH continue for| | weeks. 
this peri od. I I andl I will be excused 


1 They- will instead. attend the [ 


In, order that they pill 
on an i ft_ co devote ail tnoir time to' the 


Jon" 


they will be excused from attending their CP club 


meetings 


advised a CP meeting was held on 
at which the following were present: 


According t o the informant 
club organizor of the 


Director* 


is to be 


A discussion was held on the reorganization of clubs 

in the Section. The clubs are being reorganized 

because only one out of the 4 clubs comprising the Section is 
meeting namely, the ALP Club. CP members in these clubs are 
being shifted around again in order to get a comrade with a 
car in each club to make it easy for members to get to club 
meetings. 


is to be 


Club. 

CP Section Education 
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MEMO: 

NY 100-26603-C41 


replacing 
CP Club. 



is bo remain as 



is to be 


of the Nationality Club 


1 




is to remain as Organizer of the ALP - 


The informant reported the CP in Queens has begun to 
collect dues for June and this is known as the June control; 


treasury 
one . I 



and 


ted at the meeting 
and their 

thel 
i wi. 


ti oe financed by money from the 

Section 


A review of the indie ies reflected a’eotvfiie for 
J SM -C, 100-77946 who re sidodl 


J " • 1 | i — 4.VV-* I i ^ 

I and who may be identical with the 
in this memo. 
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CATE 02-10-2014 3Y FS7H52K31 
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SAC, Newark 



New York (100-8063&) 
USA - MEMBERSHIP 


6/9/53 


The New York Office is attempting to ascertain the current member- 
ship strength of the Communist P*»v»+.v ^ +.M« caan£c±±aa wx-ma**. tnarjA 

that you interview, if advisable, 
the Hew York County CP. 


It is suggested that the following questions be put to him as it 
is believed that an answer to one or more of them may be of assistance in 
forming a conclusion as to the number of CP members: — 
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Has any figure been mentioned at any time as the CP member- 
ship in New YorkCounty, or any other area, including District- 
#2, (New York State) or the entire United States? 

S 

Are there any divisions of members within New York City other 
than by counties? For example, cultural, waterfront, indus- 
trial concentration, professional, etc.? If so, what is their 
relative strength? 

Can any method be suggested for estimating membership by di- 
vision, section or other area? 

Has any ratio ever been mentioned for membership in District 
§2 as against the rest of the United States? For example, 
has 'District § 2 more or less than $0% of the national member- 
ship? 


What is comparative strength of the various boroughs of New 
York City? For example, does Brooklyn have more members than 
the Bronx? 

How much of District #2 membership is outside of New lork City? 

What is the ratio of enrollment in the American Labor Party to 
CP membership in any given section of city or state? 


What is the ratio of "Daily Worker” and ‘'Worker" subscriptions 
drive goals to CP membership in a given area? 

It is requested that" the results of the interview be reported as 
soon as possible. 

REGISTERED MAIL 
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SAC, Chicago 


6/10/53 


-TflSAC, New York (100-8 0638 ) 
f \ CP, USA - MEMBERSHIP 

/Jxis-c 

The New York Office is attempting to determine the membership 
strength of t he Communis t party and in this connection it is requested that 
you interview ! ^ la nd obtain from him answers to the following ques- 

tions* It is believed that answers to some or all of these questions will 
provide information permitting determination of the number of members in 
District #2. - - 


b7D 


The questions are as follows: 

Has any figure been mentioned at any time as the CP mem- 
bership in any given area, including District #2 (New York 
State), or the entire United States? 

Has there ever been any mention of the relative strength 
of membership in different areas, such as sections or 
counties? " 

What is the comparative standing of the various boroughs 
of New York City? Por example, does Brooklyn have more 
members than the Bronx? 


Are there any divisions of members within New York City, 
other than by counties? For example, cultural, waterfront, 
industrial concentration, professional? Do you have any 
knowledge of their relative strength? 

Can any method be suggested for estimating CP membership 
by section or other area? 

Has any ratio ever been mentioned for membership in Dis- 
trict #2, as against the rest of the United States? For 
example, has District #2 more or less than 5o& of the 
national membership? 

What is’ the ratio of American Labor Party enrollment to 
CP membership in a given area? 

What is ratio of “Daily Worker” and “Worker" subscription 
drive goals to CP membership in any given area? 

It is requested that you forward, as soon as possible, the results 
obtained in the interview with the informant* 


JVW :MPH 
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OPFI^I MEMORANIUM 

, UNITED §TA| 

pS GOVERNMENT 

TO 

SAC, NY ; 

’ t 

DATE: 6/11/53 

PROM : 

PHILIP H* SHERIKT 


(100-75639) 


SUBJECT: 






IS - c 


b6 

b7C 


.A_ranart_dated 


writer on 
The report concerns a meeting with 


3 ? 


cei 

row C onf j xnHomaant f 


was rece ived by the 

]L 


In addition to 
the informant furnished information concerning 


and 


other CP members 
about whom aopropriate indication of his mention will be made 
in the individual case files. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


b6 

b7C 


n 

1-NY 100- N.CF 
1-NY 100-51082 
1-NY 100-10965 
1-NY 100-1047981 
1-NY 100-10478i|| 

1-NY 100-67046 
1-NY 100- - 

i-ny 100-88133 [ T 

1-NY 100- N CFl 

1-NY 100-73665 C_ 

1-NY 100-26603-044 (CP DISTRICT #2, TRI 

COUNTY SECTION) 

1-NY 100-26603-0428 (CP DISTRICT #2, MID 

HUDSON SECTION) 

Q/NY 100-80638 (CP, USA MEMBERSHIP) 

1-NY 100-89590 (CP STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) 

1-NY IOO-2750I (COMMUNIST INFILTRATION INTO 

UNITED STEELWORKERS) 

1-NY 100-96985 (CP, USA UNDERGROUND OPERATIONS) 



be 

hie 

b7D 
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COPY 


ftennnt On Meeting Between Comrades 
and 


According to arrangements nreviousiv nenont^d 
and I met at the corner of | J 


and 


reported 


1 from which poin t we proceeced to the previously 
Jaddress; 


after the .usual circuitous routing,. 

doorbell, which has since been repaired; (At my 


When we arrived, there, 

rang the 


first visit the button was missing.) 

By. means of the elevator we arrived on the floor of the 


apartment.* 


] greeted the other woman res ident m 
woman who also calls herself I J 


greeted us and 


This woman wno also cans nen 
of this apartment and is the|_ 


E 




ith a "Hello __ 

is the regular tenant 
woman . *She wears glasses 
speaks with a foreign accent, is about five feet two inches tall. 
She appears to be the quiet, meek and homey type but is definite- 
ly a cagy woman; She is plump and has black hair and is without 
any question a Communist Party member; she nnnaianhly walked 


into the room where 


and 


I 


were hold- 


ing a secret meeting and stood there for periods of five to 
ten minutes where Communist Party planning and discussion wer e 


YUIVL V V/ VHiiUUUJLO r jj JLoUll 

definitely gj >ing on. The lact that neither[ 


nor 


raised any objection to her free entrance and exit 
into their private meeting is a strong indication of the trust 
that they place in this woman. 


ner together after which l 

In the manner of a district Attorney. f 


b6 

b7C 


and. I proceeded to have di 
1 called fo r a meeting. 


me on ray relationships with 
criticisms which I had previously raised with 


J began to quiz 

and on the security 


As she 1 

| covered my entire 

with |and| 

Hfrom mv first encounter 

to my last encounter, | 

1 ordered me to 

and paper to take notes; 

The reason f or_Lhe_ nnlh. 


record specific security infractions by| 

after which I was to arrange a meeting with|_ 


vv 

5 


p by step 
it a pencil 
; was to 
and mvself 


land 


take up the correction of these points with her. | |is 

concerned about placing the responsibility in the case or any 
security leakage. The following is « summary of the ncfnfcs on 


security that I am to take up with 


and 


- 1 - 










X. A satisfactory body of background information must 
be planned should any Questions be asked of me* (So far the only 
thinflLjagreed between and X is that I am to be call- 
ed] X complained that this w4s insufficient, that I should 

al so hav e a surname, a place that 1 could say I was from, a 
vocation etc;,) 


2. I am ordered to toll, 

that*, uta nmhh ha prepared for any eventuality in 


and 


l, 


separate from point 1» ) 

3* I am to tell 


terms of security; 
thought this point sufiiciently important to be 


that she was arbitrary in 


terms of my opinions oh security which X had expressed to her. 


4. I am to tell 


that 


must have n o relAtlonship wxtn me at nor home; He is definitely 


out because 


considers him a security risk. 


I am to complain to | laboufc the poor 

arrangements which she had planned in terms or ray riding P**— 
School B us and her husband's picking me Up in the town of l 

This was a poorly planned pickup and must not be allowed 


to happen again. 

- % 

6. ‘l am to complain that she gave information to 

(the writer of plays that are being ahotm in the Peonies 

nemocr acies) She told him that I was a 


7«* I am to tell her that tae situation regarding! 
was not forseon and should have been better planned. 


resign my positi 
seemed relieved 


After h aving arrived at the above security measures, 
Ibro ught un the su bject of my being asked to 
on. | | questioned me as to why and 

to learn tnat 1 did not think mv resignation was 


up the subje 
Party for a I 


ct of my ore: 


ssuring 



|of th 

a Rflttuhllc 

it ion in the CJ 

Lty of 



this guy” and to follow up my initial advances. The basic point 
here is that my flet.ivitiee as n would be stepped up if 

|_ , I advised me 


I were located ln| 

other leading Republicans as well 
point that I might see Supervisor 


% 


pressure 
. stated at thl- 
and Counc i lman 


- 2 - 
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b6 

b7C 


asked me if I had any complaints in regard 

to the classes I was attending. My complaint was that I seemed 
to have a lot of questions which are left unapswb-bnd hoontise of, 
the seeming slow pace of thft othar comrades , 
suggested th$ t I attend the 
replied that I 


f 


bn weekends, out 
of the Communist 


was not a member 

Party for a sufficiently long enough period of time to be pro- 
jected there. It was agreed that I should co ntinue to attend 

as usual, that there 


would do but two or three more classes before June and that by 
that time I would be in Yonkers for stopped up Communist Party 
activities. 

In regard to the Italian Organizations in Yonkers, I 
am to work on the reporter angle previously reported and keep a 
special eye out for discriminatory behavior on the part of Italians 
This work should keep me sufficiently busy until Juno when I could 
become more active. 


Both | I and | I seemed to agree 

that my immediate task at present is not to heighten my Com- 
munist Pi;rty activity but 

1. To get a job in Yonkers 

2. To further my relationships with Republicans 

3i • To gather the Italian Organizations information 

ache striking revelation of the evening to me was that 


filtration assignment and or of the 
brought these points to the surface 

J h$ 


.of iky Republican 
situati 

Party in 
am iZhrni 

in her presence , 

_J 


tion. This is illuminating to me because w.vftnis « nnmhftr» of 
defects in the overt laariarahln position of 
to 


door session wh, ne t J 
at television. 




.has the power* ooviousiy o 

giving Communist Party assl gn mantis-' to. Party Members ui thnnt 

consent or knowledge of I I In fact, 

might probably be taking orders from 


] 


the 


and 

ited 

the 


xn 


went into a long closed 

the n'evt r-oom snwnns edlv leaking 


dronna d in about twelve o»clock. He is paying rent to tho_ 

| woman. — LHe commented on her spending his money for a 
hairdo^ I I criiicised the first half of mv msm said 

I feels tho same way about it. I also 

agreed that I should rewrite it. I said that I would. 


that 
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has gone underground and t 
her to shows downtown. 


mentioned that I 
hat I should caiT 


up 


and take 


_ and | | agreed that organising 

the steel workers is of top importance for a successful implemen- 


tation of the Communist Revolution in America. 
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'ALL INSDRIOTION COCTT AIMED 
HEREIN IS UWCLASSIFIEC 
DATE 02-10-2014 3Y FS7JJS2K31 



SAC, Seattle 6/15/53 

Q^\ SAC, New York (IOO-FO 63 P) 

/'• CP, USA - MEMBEkSHIP 
IS - c 

The NYO Is attempting to determine the membership strength b7D 
of the CP in District //2 (NY -Stainl-and this connection It Is 

requested that you interview! l and secure his answers 

to the following questions* It is believed that his answers to 
some or all of these questions will be of assirtance in making 
an estimate of CP membership* \ 

These questions follow: 


What is the latest figure mentioned as the CP membership 
for anv area, including District #2, or the entire U.S* ? 


mentioned? 


Has the relative membership standing of any area been 


What has been the comparative standing of the various 
boroughs of NYC? For example does Brooklyn have more members 
than the Bronx? 


Are there any divisions of members within NY other than 
bv boroughs? For example, cultural, waterfront* industrial con- 
centration, professional etc.? If £ 0 , what is their relative 
strength? 


Can any method be suggested for estimating the member- 
ship in any given area? 

Has any ratio ever been mentioned for membership in Dis- 
trict #2 as against the rest of the U.S.? For example has 
District #2 more or less than 50 % of the National membership? 

What Is the&tio of enrollment in the American labor 
Party to CP membership in any given area? 


What is the ratio of “Daily Worker” and "Worker” subscrip- 
tion drive goals to CP membership in a given area? 

It is requested that the results of the interview with 

be furnished to this office as soon as possible* 


RM 


JVtftMG 
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OFFICE' MEMORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE: ^Jlf/s2> 

TO : SAC, New York 

FROM : ARBOci W. GRhY, SA 

SUBJECT: C PUS/) — 


Photostatic copies of the transcript of his 
testimony have been placed in the New York Office files. The 
exact date of particular testimony may be determined from the 
following table: 



Where the transcript contained extensive legal 
argument, as distinguished from actual testimony, those pages 
were omitted. 

Information contained there in r elative to captioned 
case will be found ini j | — 



(lot SO 6,38) 
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office memorandum . united states government 


TO : SAC, 'Jot/- York 

<i 

FROM : JAIE3 N. JULIANA, SA 

SUBJECT: 


DATE: 6/16/53 


b7D 


On 6/1/23, I H of known reliability, was inter- 

viewed by SA's JOHN W. DOOLEY and JAMES N. JULIANA. The informant 
furnished the following information concerning Communist Party 
membership figures in the various New York Counties, New York 
State and National CP, USA. ahA ^ferment Advised thnt tu^ao 

figures nr>s Me hesedl 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


.and from his 

frequent and current assnc iatlnnn with finm rnimlfttft in tha Mp t-r York 

City area. In this regard, ho stated that| has 

visited him on several occasions, during wnich time they have 
spoken of t fre Communi st movement in gen eral terms. The i nformant 


stated th? 


Is currently doing 


| for the 

and is now aipo doing some wr iting 

was employed full time 


<?: 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


NY 100-80638 (MEMBERSHIP) 

NY 100-26603-C40 (BRONX COUNTY CP) 

NY 100-26603-C43 (KINGS COUNTY CP) 

NY 100-26603-C4! (QUEENS COUNTY CP) 

NY 100-26603-C42 (NEW YORK COUNTY CP) 

NY 100-26603-C44 (TRI COUNTY CP) 

NY 100-26603 ( NEW YORK STATE CP) 

NY 100-4931 (CP, USA) 

NY 100-26603-045 (NASSAU-SUFFOLK CP) 

NY 100-26603-0428 (MID-HUDSON CP) 

NY 100-26603-039 (RICHMOND COUNTY CP) 

NY 100-26603-C429 (NORTHEAST SUBDISTRXCT CP 
NY 100-75829 (ROBERT FRIEDMAN) 


(dllr y?7 


[searched 

'seriauis: 



L 


JNJ:LEJ 




JUN V6 1953 


b7D 










/ 


The informant stated that based on his past aetivities 
and from current information received, ho believes that the most 
accurate figure concerning membership in his possession would bo 
the figure for the Bronx County CP. He stated that the current 
membership for the Bronx County CP would be approximately 2,500 
members. Using this figure as a guide, the informant furnished 
the following figures for other New York Counties, New York Stato 
and National: 


Bronx County, Now York 2,500 
Queons County, New York 2,000 
Kings County, New York 3,500 
Now York County s 5,000 
Industrial Concentration Groups 2,000 
W estchoster County, Now York 200 
Nassau-Suffolk Counties - Negligible 


2,500 
4 -, 000 


T5720'<7 

+ 

Tho Informant stated that the membership of the Communist 
Party in the New York City area, including all of the figures 
mentioned above, represents approximately 65$ to ?0$ of the total 
Communist Party membership for the entire State of New York. Ho 
then stated that ho would place the membership figure for the State 
of New York at 20,000 to 23,000. It Is to be notod that 65$ of the 
15,200 figure itemized above presents a figure of 23,000 plus for 
the Now York Stato membership. 


The informant then advised that the Communist Party 
membership for tho entire State of New York represents approximately 
55$ to 65$ of tho entire membership of tho Communist Party through- 
out the whole United States area. . He then stated that the entire 
membership of tho CP, USA would be between 30,000 to 35,000. It 
is to be noted that 55$ of 23,000, which represents a possible 
. figure for Now York Stato membership, gives a figure of <4.1,000 
■ plus for tho CP, USA membership. 


Tho informant advised that tho membership figures which 
he has given are purely based on his knowledge of fluctuations * 
in membership figures of the Communist Party . Ho advised that ho 
feels certain that at one time the Bronx County, New York, had 
more than 2,500 members. However, it has generally been conceded 
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JUN 16 1963 


* 


MEMO 


b7D 


in Communist Party circles that the membership in the Bronx County 
has fallen off slightly. Therefore, ho arrives at the figure of 
2,500 for the Bronx County CP. On the other hand, ho stated that 
Q,uoons County was always considered to havo less members than 
Bronx County, How York. However, he stated that it has been the 
feeling in Communist Party circles that in recent years the member- 
ship in tho Quoons County has risen sharply to a point where it is 
now generally believed to be the sarre as the membership for tho 
Bronx County, He w York. Therefore, the informant places tho 
membership for Queens County, Now York, between 2,000 and 2,5 00 
members . 


Concerning tho industrial concentration groups, which 
ibs informant advised have approximately 2,000 members, ho stated 
that thoro has always been a fairly largo group of people whoso 
membership has boon considered asido from that of Now York County. 

He stated that those mombors havo concerned themselves with con- 
centrating into tho various industries, such as railroad, waterfront, 
transportation and other basic industries* He stated that he 
believes this figuro at one time was much higher than 2,000, but 
because of tho present operations of the Communist Party, ho bo- 
lievos that 2,000 represents a fairly reasonable figure for the 
industrial concentration groups. 

Tho informant advised that his figuros as stated abovo 
include only Communists whom tho Party knows to bo Communists and 
who are believed to bo readily avdilablo to tho Communist Party. 

He statod that those figures represent people who are today activo 
in clubs, have subscribed to Communist Party periodicals, who havo 
been regularly paying their dues and who are considered by tho 
Party to bo activo Communists. Ho statod that tho membership drivo 
for tho Communist Party is still continuing and that percentages 
as reported by tho Party are constantly fluctuating. He stated - 
that ho doos not believe that more than a very fow pcoplo actually 
know what tho accurate Communist Party membership figuro is from 
day to day. 

Tho informant stated that outside of tho Now York City 
area and tho Stato of Now York, heavy Communist Party concentration 
has taken place in the Stato of California, particularly tho 
larger citios thoro ; Chicago, Illinois; Clovoland, Ohio, Akron, 

Ohio; and Detroit Michigan. He statod that, of courso, thoro are 
other areas but thoso names remain prominont in his thinking. 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


10 'SAC, New York 

prom : ALEXANDER C. BURLINSON, SA (IOO-8O638) 


DATE: 6-17-53 


SUBJECT: CP, USA - MEMBERSHIP 

IS-C - 

On 6-8-53 , 1 1 furnished the following information re- 

garding CP, USA membership; 

In 1950, the •'registered'* membership of the CP was approxi- 
mately 20,000, By "registered", the informant means "currently 
dues-paying", and according to the informant, only half of the CP 
membership in 1950 was registered members. Of the larger cities, 

[stated the following is their order of numerlcal_ importance: 
New xorK, Chicago, San Francisco, Detroit, Philadelphia, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Boston and Baltimore* 

According to New York City boroughs, the informant rated 
Brooklyn first, being 1/3 larger than Manhattan; Manhattan second, 
being 1/3 larger than the Bronx; the Bronx third, being twice as 
large as Queens; Queens fourth, being 3 times as large as Richmond, 
which is rated fifth. 

Also, in „the opinion of the Industrial Group of the 

Party is the largest division. As- of 1950* the Waterfront Section 
was second, but indications are that in the past few years, its 
membership has been reduced considerably. The informant could offer 
ho opinion concerning the strength of the Professional and Cultural 
Section. - 

New York State, in the opinion of the informant, as of 1950, 
had slightly less than half of the registered membership of the CP 
in the United States* 

"Daily Worker" financial goals are in proportion to ..the 
registered membership in any particular area* 


NY 100-26603 (CP, USA - District #2) 

NY 97-169 ("Daily Worker") 

NY 100-8522 (American Labor Party) 

NY 100-26603-CV2 (CP, USA - District #2 - 
NY 100- 26603-0^-3 (CP, USA - District #2 - 
NY 100-26603-C40 (CP, USA - District #2 - 
NY 100-26603-CVl (CP, USA - District #2 - 
NY 100-26603-C39 (CP, USA - District #2 - 


Manhattan) 

Brooklyn) 

Bronx) 

Queens) 

Richmond ) /o o-9 Q( 


NY 1Q0-26603-C71 (Nat Turner Club) t - * ~ ~ 

NY 100-88297 (CP, USA - Strategy in Industry) $ 13KXED — 

NY 100-34632 (New York County Waterfront Sect ion9 ! 7> tf /r 


JOftl S 1853' 


ACB jmio . 




. Memo 6-17-53 

NY 100-80638 - 

The ratio of American Labor Party member ship to CP membership 
in the days when MARC ANTONIO was powerful was 10:1* 

In 1951, the Nat Turner Club of the CP had 21 registered 
members# The total membership was probably between 30 and 40. 


\ 
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standard form no. C4 

Office Memorandum • .united states government 


FROM : 


SAC, NY / X . 

ALEXANDER C. BCRLINSON, SA (100-80638) 


DATE:- 6/18/53 


SUBJECT: CP- USA- MEMBERSHIP 

IS-C 


On 6/8/5 3 NY- 694- S furnished the following information re- 
lative to CP membership: _ _ 

In 1945} when the National CP membership was approximately - 
62000, the membership of CP District No. 2, NY, was 25000. 

According, to a recent estimate by I2ZIE BEGUN and BILL 
LAWRENCE, prominent CP members, the number of "available" CP mem- 
bers ("available" being interpreted as "open party" as distinguished 
from "underground") is about 6000. According to BILL LAWRENCE, who 
is in charge of CP Cultural Work Nationally, there are fourteen 
union groups-HBuch as radio, stage, etc*— within the jurisdiction of 
the CP Cultural Group. 

With respect to estimating membership in the CP, the in- 
formant suggested checking financial statements in the Daily Worker. 
He mentioned as an example the financial statement of the Jewish 
Group of the CP which recently reported collection of $175,000 in 
the past year. Since the said group 1 s Usual collection in the past 
was $200p00, the , inf ormant* s inference from these figures is that the 
Jewish Groups strength has been diminished only slightly. 

The ratio of American Labor Party membership to CP member- 
ship in 1946, in NY State, was 5 to 1. 

Another barometer of Party membership, in the informant's 
opinion, is CP Camps* Last year the number of individuals attending 
these camps was as large as ever. 


l-NY-100-26603 (CPUSAr District #2) 
l-NY-97-169 (DAILY WORKER) 
l-NY-100-8522 (AMERICAN LABOR PARTY) 
l-NY r 100-8829? ( CPUSA-Cult ur al Activities) 
lr NY- 89 590 (CPUSA-Strategy in Industry) 
l-NY-100-467 (BILL LAWRENCE) 
l-NY-100-4119 (ISIDORE BEGUN) 

1 -NY-1 00-806^*? ( f!PTT<?A...TA£«H cp activities) 
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SAC, NY - May 25, 1953 

SA ELDRED W. COX (100-34632) 

CP, USA 
DIST. #2 
WATERFRONT SECT* 

NY DIVISION 
IS-C 


Confidential Informant T-l, of known raliabllity, furnished 
bn May 15, 1953, a list of approximately 230 names and addresses. 

T— 1 stated these names and addresses appeared oh a typewritten 
list In the possession of JAMES and BERTHA MC GOWAN who reside In 
apartment 40, 295 Ft. Washington Ave., NYC* T-l advised that In 
addition to the names and address he obtained, there were 
approximately 45 names on the lists which he was unable to obtain. 
These other names and addresses were located principally In the 
Harlem area. 

Certain markings appeared on this list; Some of the 
names were proceeded by an asterisk and an (s) proceeded some 
of the names. A (22) proceeded some of the names. The letter 
(m) proceeded some of the names. The letters (me) proceeded some 
of the names. The letters (mf) appeared beblde some of the names. 
The letters (mo) appeared alongside some of the names. The letters 
(et and Ma) also appear beside certain names. 

The significance of these markings Is unknown, although 
It appears likely. In faeo^a name was crossed out, that the*- 
ast e risk would Indicate that mall directed to that address had 
been returned unclaimed. The figures 22 probably Indicate that 
this individual Is a member of Local 22 of the Industrial Union 
bf Marine and Shipbuilding Workers of America, CIO, located ih 
Manhattan. The letters ME probably indicate that this Individual 
IS a member of the Marine Engineers Beneficial Association. The 
letters MF would appear to signify that this Individual is a member 
of the Marine Firemen of the Pacific Coasts MC would appear to 
Indicate the individual was a member of the National Union of 4 »• 

Marine Cooks and Stewards. > 
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—Office Memorandum • united states government 


4*. lA ", 1, 
&.*•>« £ 
t'./l _ 


SUBJECT: 


SAC, New York 


Director, FBI (100-3-68) 

COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
MEMBERSHIP 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


date: June 18, 19^3 


iC. 9 
jo. to 

>2C. 1 1 
TEC. 11 

•SEC. ta 

EC. 14 

^rsonnei: auio 

CHICK CLERK ] 

property, umi 


Taere is being furnished herewith for the 
information of the New York Office a breakdown of the 
estimated Communist Party membership as furnished to 
the Bureau by the various field offices in the quarterly 
reports for the first quarter of 1953* 

These estimates are broken down by states, 
field divisions and Communist Party districts. These 
estimated figures are being furnished for the information 
of the New York Office and they should not be included in 
any report or communication meant for outside dissemina- 
tion. 




MEMO 

NY 100-3^632 


CURIEANKELLY 

45 ¥. 132 

WM. MORRISON 
36 W. 131 

AIBERT WMS. 

36 V. 131 #7 

WILLIE SCOTT 
54 E. 131 

ALLEN OWENS 
251 W* 130 

AUSTIN NOELLY 
165 W. 129 


EDDIE THOMPSON 
214 W* 121 (basamant) 

EDIT. J. BUSH 
230 W* 121 

henry Worthing 

352 Wf 121 

ROOSEVELT SHELMUT 
54 E* 120 

MANHATTAN - 

THOMAS P„ MURPHY 
1675 York Av«. 

, i' 

EPRUatVASQUEZ 
220 E* 109 Si. 

PRANCIS MC ENANEY 
1516 Lax. Ava. (MPOW) 


/ 

/ 
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5/25/53 


• 


MEMO ' 

NY XOO-3^632 

* 

5/25/53 

JOSE RGBLE 
54- E. 115 

(S) N.E. DAVIS 
100, E. 129 

LEWIS ROSE 
27 E. 103 (apfc.8) 

*M. DAVILA 
234 E. 113 

"PEDRO TATUNS 
77 B. 119 #11 

•CARMEL G. DIAZ 
830 E* 170 

•GEORGE MANNING 
1024 E. 215 

WM, ZENO 
40 E. 112 

WALTER E. MOORE 
74 E. 119 

GUILLERMO ASTACIO 

65 E.IO5 

JOHN TAMPEY 

66 E. 122 #3 (scratched out) 

•J. A* COLON 
169 E. 109 

SAMUEL SIMMONS 
10 E. 132 #5-W 

. WM. CORDONA 
24 E< 114 

WM, WHIDHEE . 

724 E. 165 (scratched out) 

STEPHEN POYADSKEFF (S) 
- 601 E. 179 

•OSCAR RIVERA 
80 E. 111 

JACK MILLER, JR. . 
74 E. 119 

•PETER ALVERA 

1882 3 Ave (scratched out) 

A.PAIMER 
18 f « 113 

ROMAN BELOSCOURT 
133 E. 115 

A. SANTHALL 
- 772 E. 168 

•RAUL MEDINA 
10 E. 113 

(S) DOMINGO ORTIZ (V.C* 
1428 Amsterdam Aye. 

•WALTER SMITH, JR. 
504 Lenox Ave. #25 

•REMEL PENDER 
645 Lenox Ave. 


- 3 - 



MEMO 

MY 100-34632 

♦ELWOOD HARRIS 
164 Manhattan Ave. 

♦VALENEN MELENDEZ 
1565 Park ky9. 

♦D* LEROY 

317 E* 28 

(S) DANIEL O’CONNOR 
305 E* 78 


5/25/53 

ANTONIN COLON 
124 E. 117 

♦PATRICK JAMES 
2306 7th Ave. 

(22) MIGUEL A. MEDINA 

1877 3 Ave. 


Upper West side 


FULMAN 
02 W. 123 


♦SALERNO MARTINEZ 
522 W. 145 


♦CEO J. MOJICA 

508 W. 180 


JAMES WEAVER 
128 W. 126 


♦DONALD H. GIMBEL *R. TARNER 

523 W. 153 352 W. 115 


♦SANDY BROWN VICTOR F. BLANCO 

35 W> 131 158 W. 122 


♦CLYDE TAYLOR 
101 W. 115 


BEAICE A. MORGAN 

125 W. 115 (scratched out) 


♦JOSE DIAZ RUDOLPH VANUTZ 

1061 st. Nicholas Ave. Ill w. 100 


*C. MORRES 
468 W. 168 


JOSEPH PERFETTI 

502 W. 179 


♦LOUIS GARCIA 
535 W. 135 


WM. H. BURNETT 

422 St. Nicholas Aye. #2 


♦JOSE M. TORRES 
116 W. 103 

♦ANTONIO MORENO 
17 W. Ill 


(ME) ARTHUR KASEK 
552 W. 171 

THEODORE NICKLE 
115 W. 135 


♦ELEVANT BROWN 
342 W. 122 


PERCIVAL MC DERMOTT 

133 W. 145 






MEMO 

NY 100-34632 


5/25/53 


RICARDO C. OLVIA 
337 W* 144 

♦CLIFFORD COLLINS 
19 V. 115 

♦W.A.KITCHINaS 
564 W. 149 

C. BRADY 

230 W* 147 - 

JAMES FOWLER (crossed eut) 

jakes Fowler 
2441 T Ave. 

JULIO MALAVEZ 
59 W. 115 #4 . 

JOHN KENDRICKS 
321 St. Nicholas Ave. 

WM. BROWN 
332 If* 141 #D 

MANIC MORALES 
510 W. 177 

JAMES L. BROOKS 
371 V. 126 

JAMES LONDON 

1001 St. Nicholas Ays. (crossed 

JOHNNY PIGH 
260 W. 136 St* 

LAUNTY CROOKE 
233 W. 113 St. 

JOSEPH LICKETT 
150 W. 140 

CHAS. RAINEY 
316 W* 112 


WALTER JOHNSON 

237 W. 142 (crossed out) 

♦CLIFTON BENNETT 
441 W. 162 

T.R. BATTLE 
377 Ntyotia St* 

JOHN DANIELS 
419 W* 129 

ARNOLD DAVIS 
104 W. 139 

HENRY NADEL 
31 W. Ill 

♦HANS GEBER 
330 W* 108 

HOWARD EVANS 

153 W. 126 (crossed out) 

LEROY SILVERS 
910 Riverside Drive 

AGAPILO DIAZ 

436 Ft. Washington Ave. 

T.E, DRAYTON 
2384 7th Ave* 

out) 

GEO STEWART 

206 W. 146 (crossed out) 

HENRY HALOCHER 
1380 Amsterdam Ave. 

♦JAMES JONES 
130 W. 142 

♦ WM. GARTH 
501 W. 143 
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MEMO 

nr 100-34632 


5/25/53 


♦tf.E* JONES 
4n W. 165 

DANIEL C. TAYLOR 

1071 Washington Ave. (crossed out) 

♦ABEL CARTER 
142 V. 129 


Bronx 


*3. FIANNEN BAUM 
1074 Longfellow Ave. 


& 


S.L.MEBRADO 
61 E* 170 


BERHADINO CARTEGENA 
970 Prospect Ave. #59 

♦MIGUEL ROMAN 
560 Brooks Ave . 


♦VICTOR CALVENTE 
598 E. 138 


F.HUNT 

846 Hewitt St. 


♦BAKED BOLLOCK 
231 Echo Place 


(M) PRANK B. KEARNEY 
798 E. 170 


*C, JENNINGS 
1140 Jacobs Ave. 




. PABLO NEGRO DIAZ 
67 E. 158 


♦W. VIDEL 

943 St.John Ave. (scratched out) 


GORDON DE CAN1BIA 
3260 Ely AVe. ^ 


VICTOR CALURNTfc 
598 E.' 138 


FRANtfISCO PERENA 

630 E. 138 (crossed out) 


♦ROBERT RISDON 
1400 Clinton Ave. 

J.ZOHN 
663 FOX St. 

HAROLD BENSON 
1308 Boston Rd. 

JUAN C* SANTIAGO 
1304 Interval Ave. 

EUESTAQBIO LOPEZ 
286 Brook Ave . 

ALBERT FAIKINSTEN 
1245 Grande View pi. 

MARVIN L. WHITE 
802 E. 170 

THOMAS ROMAN 
842 Kelly St. 


MEMO 

HS 100-3*632 


5/25/53 


(S) JAKE BULLER . 

98 Tilleny St* (crossed out) 

RAFAIL ORTS 
910 Intervale Ave. 

C.G* JAULHANI 
1989 Prospect Ave. 

ALBERT FERNANDEZ 

923 FOX St. 

DAVID CLARK 
1*35 Bedford Ave. 

CLIFFORD JENNINGS 
11*0 Jackson Ave. 

NORBERTO BORGER 
900 Rogers PI* 

J.O'CAMPO 
1007 S. Blvd. 

ARTURO SANTANA 
900 Robert PI. 

ANTONIO CORREA 
625 Coneord Ave. 

Lower Vest Side 

RAFAEL ANNAZO 
309 W. *3 

rufino Aleman 

152 8th Ave. 

JULOI ALEMAN 
150 W. 17 

(MF) M. ALLEN 
165 Greenwich st. 


♦JUENITO ARZE 

587 Beck St* 

P.C.DARCY 
21 N *7 

JAMES L. STONER 
2** W. 6* 

MICHAEL JBSKE 

I 65 Greenwich St. (croised out) 


Memo 

NY 100-3^632 

JT. M. BARRY 
233 M. 2T St* 
CtfnT B gflR BO SNIK 
134 Broad St. 

ANTHONY ERICSON 
62 V. 87 (crosaed out) 


(MO) JACOB HOFFMAN 
148 Liberty St. 


{ME) JAMES HAYES 
410 if. 25 


(HO) SOLOMON CULVER 
148 Liberty St. 


MICHAEL CRAIO 
444 V. 23 

EDV. CASTRO 
428 M. 18 

LUIS MARTIN 
345 K* 16 

FRANKY MARTINEZ 

340 if. 14 (crossed out) 


MIQUEL PEREZ 
123 Ludlow St. 

CARRY PAEZ 
147 Elizabeth St* 

OSWALDO NALTA 

158 W. 80 (crossed out) 

CABRIEL ROMERAL 
435 W. 45 

PEDRO YALASQUEZ 
118 Awe. D. 

ERNEST SAVINAN 
141 Amity st. 


5/25/53 

(22) JOE CHUDOBA 

413 W. 25 

*M. CARBALLEIRE 

301 17 

Jon forts 
234 Broom* St. 

JAMBS FREEMAN 
218 W* 64 

JOSE LOPEZ 
207 W 27 

pablo Lopez 

51 Beaver St. (crossed out) 
♦VENANCIO LOJANO 

414 W. 18 


f 


MEMO 

NY 100-3*632 


5/25/53 


Brooklyn 


♦CHARLOTTE GOLDBURG 
2320 King* Highway 

(MO) CHARLIE HARRIS 
351 A Quincy St . 

♦A. BUDDS 

936 Rockaway Ava* 

0. PRSIRETT 
259 Throop Ava. 

♦ AL NELSON 
463 57 

PETER A. PALLARD 
961 Bargen St. 

♦ERASME PEREZ 
331 P*arl St* 

FEDODON SANTOS 
288 Atlantic Ava. 

♦FELIX ZIMMERMAN 
187 Franklin St • 

JOHN BRON 
2909 5th Ave. 

♦CHARLES R. HOLLIDAY, JR* 
72 Vanet St. 

REEDING 0. KISBAL 
130 9th 

(MC) R. mc orath 
133 Franklin St* 

ABRAHAM HADDAD 
96 9 43 

(MC) s.r.modrene 
135 Wyckoff Ava. 

ALEX ANDINE 
142 yjolumbia st* 

(MC) MARCEEINO canelea 
482 Pacific St* 

JOHN JACOBS 

457 Washington Ava. 

£s) JENSEN 

JULIAN VAN GELDEN 
482 Van Buran St ♦ 

MORRIS NAHMOD 
1954 62 

SAMUEL T. ODLETT 
16 st. Andrews PI. 

MILERTIN 

SEMICK 

23 Goodwin Pi# 

(ME) LEE MARTIN 
139 58 

♦MICHAEL CONNONS 
604 Carlton Ava. 

♦RUDOLPH H. TEGELER 
861 48 

(MP) KARL E* JONNESEN 
6701 5th Ava. 

♦GEO PERONA 
191 Carlton Ava. 

Bill robinso^jr. 

33 Glentiore Ava. 

(S) JOE GALLARDO 
207 St* Jamas PI. 
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MEMO 

NY 100-3*632 


5/25/53 


(ET) Q.R.MC CUTHREN 
(MA)2007 Poster Ave. 

NORTON L. LUCAS 
145 Albany Ave. 

WM. J. GERNTISENE 
53 Marine Ave. 

JOHN MC QRONY 
230 Lincoln PI, 

LUIS VELEZ 
60 Carlton Ave. 

JOHN, HARRIS 

449 *1 - 

EDWARD GRASS 
453 Williams Ave* 

J. GEORGE 

3*3 Lafayeete Ave. 


J. A. BROWN 
432 Green Ave. 

OSCAR STONE 


Miscellaneous 


H,C. STUART 

Arlington, n.j. ( crossed out) 

H.-CANTBLLO 

64-15 69 Road 

Long Island (crossed out) 

T. CHAFER 
692 jewitt Ave . 

Staten Island 


WM. BRAGENER 
149+41 Lef forts Blvd. 

Queens. 

P.S*NISTAD 

950 , Plane Rd., S.I. -10- 

: : 


♦LUTHER POWELL 

202J 13 Ave. 

Newark, N.J. 

4 JIM WOODY 

1702 Oak Hill Lane 

Richmond, va. 

♦NICHOLAS CRISTELLO 
789 N.^ Main St. 
WaterbUry Sbnn. - 

CHARLES NICOLLt 
6S8 summitt Ave. 
Jersey City, N.J. 


J 


MEMO 

m 100-34632 


5/25/53 


/ 


The exact significance of the above list is not known* f > 

The fact that only a few of the nanies are recognized as persons , 
active in the waterfront Section indidate that this is probably 
not a Membership list of the Waterfront section* It appears 
probably, that this Is either a contact list or a mailing list 
used by the Waterfront Section. 

A spot check was made on this list by the selection of 20 
names from it at random by SAS HAROLD V. CATES and ELDRED W. COX. 

These names were checked through the office Indices* The check failed 
to reflect a history of CP activity on the part of any of these 
20 individuals. This list is therefore being placed in the files 
and is being indexed* 
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MEMO 

m 100-34632 


5/25/53 


ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Confidential Informant T-l it an anonymous source. 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
CATE 04-»22”-20i5: H4SB33 L33 


L"'iUj.o . in cjxj*sJ □ ujo m 

Office NVenM’andum • united stotes government 


TO i 



FROM l 
SUBJECT: 


SAC, New York (100^80638) 
SAC, Buffalo (100-^379-68) 

fcfvMST PARTY, U.S.A. 
DISTRICT m, 2 
BUFFALO DIVISION 
MEMBERSHIP ‘ 

IS-C 


OATB! Juno 27, 19# 
REGISTERED 


Romylet, 3/31/53 , concerning. estimate of CP membership in the 
Buffalo Division. 


It ie estimated that there arc approximately 162 CP members in 
that part of -the Sub-Distnet of the CP Which lies irt the’ Buffalo Division i 
This figure is broken down as follow’s * 


On May 7, 1953 stated that in March of that year the 

informant learned there avero 105 members registered in the Party during the 
then current CP registration' drive. Informant advised that this figure per- 
tains to Buffalo and Lackawanna, New York. 


Oii Juno 5, 1953 [stated that he learned that as of the 

forepart of June there were k3 CP members registered in Rochester, New York. 


Orf May 7, 1953 [ 


_ JfcVr Ybrk as of that date was 7 members. 


] stated that the membership in Jamestown, 


On May 27 > 1953 Potential Security Informantl t 

that his estimate Of CP membership in the Elmira, New York area is 7« 


stated 


The foregoing information is being submitted so that the New York 
Office will. have figures on the' Party membership in the' Buffalo Division for 
inclusion in its Quarterly report on District NO, 2. 


b7D 


bo • ■ 
b7C 1 
b7D 1 


EJTiDBN 

- cc- 1 Albany (100-955# 




DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM : 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUICE 
CATE 04-22-2015: H4SB33 L33 


Office Memorandum 


'UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


*ro j 

SOBJBCT: 


SAC, New York (100-80638) 

SAC, Chicago (100-18932) 

CP, USA - Membership 
IS-C 


DATS: Jxine 29, 1953 


Re New York letter, 6-10-53, captioned as above. 

On June 19, 1953, CG-5824-S orally advised SA CARL 
N* PREYMAN as follows: 


Informant has no current oP past information ab to 
the CP membership in District #2 or in the United 
States. He knows that District #2 has always comprised 
more than 50$ of the total membership of the CP and 
believes that this condition still exists. 

According to informant, all statements made today con- 
cerning membership are given in percentages. The CP 
at one time published exact figures and it is possible 
that Some computations could be made if figures on 
membership for a given year are known in order' to compute 
present membership figures. 

On question #4, informant can State that there are 
divisions of members in New York City, e.g. cultural, 
etc., but all divisions are included in Computing 
county membership figures. 

Informant cannot suggest any method for estimating CP 
membership by section or other area, other than here- 
after set out. As stated above, informant advised 
that District #2 has always claimed about 50$ of the 
Party membership. Informant is of the opinion that 
this figure has not varied of rebent date. 


Informant does not believe that the present American 
Labor Party enrollment is a criteria for CP membership 
in a given area. The A.L.P. membership is believed to 
hsve a broader base* 


CNR: DC 

REGISTERED MAIL 



SAC; Hew "fork 


EE: CP, CSA - Membership 

IE-C 

<s 


‘the "Daily Worker' 1 has never in informant 's opinion reflected 
CP membership, in New York the soles of ’’Daily Workers” 
roughly approximated 50% of membership* In the Districts 
outside New York, the ’'Daily Worker" Sales and "subs" at 
most were 20 to * 2 . 5 % of membership and sometimes less* The 
latter figure applied particularly to District #8* 

The figure ph circulation that used. to approximate actual 
CP membership Was the "Worker"* The circulation of the 
"Worker" about 1947 exceeded Party membership by 10 to 15 
informant believes today, however, that this figure must 
be carefully analyzed because a large number of CP members 
have dropped for many different reasons but still read the 
“Worker"* 

"Political Affairs" is also believed rtbfc to be a criteria because 
it, as a rule* is published for "actives", including function- 
aries* However, since "P*A." now has a "self-education" section, 
which means that it is intended for broader usage, there may be 
an indication of membership* In tha t connection* for the 
"Stalin Issue" Of “P.A." in 1953 there were 15,000 copies 
printed* of which 13 ,200 had been sold up to about May 15, 

1553. ' 

Informant concluded bv stating that Party membership today 
is almost impossible to compute and even figures on dues 
payments oannOt be a measure. Informant stated that there 
are possibly a few in the CP organization itself who have 
such figures and they only have ah approximate figure* 

Informant knows that. the CP has had little recruiting to 
speak of since. 194-7 or 194$ and that the few recruited since 
that time have largely dropped* He stated* therefore* that 
the present membership might be roughly figured on a basis 
of the 1947 on 194s figure, less drops arid normal membership 
fluctuations caused by deaths* etc* 

In reference to Negro membership in Harlem being less than 
it was in 1937, informant advised that it is his recollec- 


SAG, New York 


RiS : CP, USA - Membership 

IS-G 


tion that Harlem membership at that time was only a few 
hundred* 

informant was unable to assist on the remainder of the 
questions asked in referenced letter. 




SAC, NEW YORK 

(100-80638) 

DAT B: June 30, 1953 

SAC, ALBANY 

(100-9555) 


CP, USA 
District #2 

REGISTERED MAIL 


Albany Division 
Membership . 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

Re Albany letter dated 3/30/53. 

A review of information furnished by Confidential 
Informants and Sources within the Albany Division re- 
flects there has been no change concerning membership, 
data furnished in Albany letter of 3/30/53. 


CFH:mb 

cc: 2- Buffalo (100-^329) 


/ cn> - <p d 
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STANDARD FORM **X 64 


Office MemMmdum • 


TO s 
PROM : 
SUBJECT: 



SAC, kASHSOTCII FIELD 
SAC, SEATTLE (lOO-lBUi?) 


CCMDNXST PARTY, tJSA - MEMBERSHIP 
INTERNAL security - c 


rl 


ED STOSSES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 

June 26, 2 $& 




HE 


3here are attached for WFO tuo copies of New York letter 
dated .cap ti o n ed as above, requesting interview with 


Inasmuch Jut 


interview. 


uFO is requested to handle the 


Copies of NY latter 6-l*rfS not retained at Seattle* 
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SEC. I 
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SCC. 3 
£t:c. 4 
SEC. 5 

sHjj 

stc.0 
sec, it 
SEC. 12 


CPUS A, MEMBERSHIP, IS-C. REMXLET 6/10/53. REQUEST YOU ADVISE 
RESULTS OP INTERVIEW WITH CG 582^-S RE MEMBERSHIP DATA FURNISHING 
SAME AS EXPEDITIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE. 


BOARDKAK 


2-CHICAGO (AM) 


JVWjTIB (#7) 
100-80638 

j<- ( " 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO: SAC NEW YORK (100«^931) ®HEI©Bi^^PgiS^%ATE: 7/3/53 

FROM: SAC CHICAGO (100-2398) 

SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY - USA 
IS-C 

Reference Chicago letter to Director, copies to New York doted 
June 2, 1953* entitled CP-USA, IS-C, setting forth a resume of 
information obtained by CG 582h-S while he was in New York 
from Hay $ to May 19, 1953#DfS2$T ;{ji 

This letter Is intended to set forth specific detailed information 
received from individuals In order to facilitate documentation 
and to attribute the resume information topxpor sources# The 
information set out herein was orally furnished by the' informant 
to SA CARD N# FREYKAN during the period M ay 22-June 12, 1953 ,;tJj 

Most of the meetings reported herein- wore on a personal basis with 
no other persons present# Therefore all information reported 
herein must ~be carVfuily handled *>s to date and content in order 
to provide this high placed informant with maximum security# in 


instances where interviews are conducted with persons contacted by 
informant special care must be exercised not to use the material 


in a "manner' that might Identify informan t m, 

BETTY GANNETT ;TJ) 

informant saw BETTY GANNETT on two occasions in Hay, 1953* Meetings 
were held at the hospital where WILLIAM WEINER was confined and 


CNFrmkm 
REGISTERED 

New York 

cc: | 100- C? Organization 
100- CP Pamphlets and 
: 100- WILLIAM WEINER 
100- JIM TORMEY 

100 - 



100 - 
P u bli cations 
100 - 
100 - 
100 - 
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100- WILLIAM 2. FOSTER 


lem hakkib. 

100- CP 

flOO- Progressive Paniy , 100-1 

*100- CF Membership//^ 4^100- HARRY HAYWOOD ^ ^ 

100- HENRY WINSTON 100- CP Negro Question /<> 

■» y\r\ Ttv\» — ° 


Mailing Addresse/s 


100- CP Funds 


100- LEON J0SEP1 


100- ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 100- WILLIAM 
100- HERBERT APTHEKER 100- HA RCF;T, SC 


[100- V#J# JEROME 
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100-Cominfil, American Labor Party 
100-Cominfil Transport Workers Union 
IQ0 -. MTKtt OTT.Tf 

100-1 

100-RoMANtA 


Isaacs, 

TTrvt fr.-tr 


Ai’UI 

[LL 

4aa( 


nee FERGUSON 


100- 
100- 

100-JEREMEAH INGERSOLL 
100-Mrs* JEREMIAH INGERSOLL 
100-H0WARDB0LDT 
100-rANN BQEDT 



100-Cominfil-Radio and Television Industry 
100-GE0RGE BLAKE CHARNEY 
100-CP Cultural Activities 
100-EARL JONES 
100-Mrs. EARL JONES 
100-LE0N J0SEPHSON 
100- Wflpr. BBTSiDER 


100 - 

100-AL LANNON 
100-LENA SCHERER 

100-1“ — ' — “ 

100-1 

100, 

100 
100 




100 -HQMARD PAST 

100-C 
100 - 


100-STANLEY LEV ISON 
100-R0Y LEVISON 


JPUIX) employee at Prompt P r eos< 
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at the "B r ass Rail", lj.Oth and Park Avenue, New ¥ork, The 
information attributed to _ GANNETT in reference Chicago letter 
is not being repeated in its entirety |IJ) 


GANNETT told informant that her husband* JIM TORMEY is the 0,uenns 
Underground leader. She sees him occasionally, TORMEY* s mother 
xjho is Catholic has been visited by the FBI and the visits had 
an effect on her. She wrote her son several "bad letters" and 
GANNETT is worried about TORMEY* s mother* s attitude j 


GANHETT told informant that 

been reconciled as p result off 
worried because nowf 
bothered by INS, A 
to do uith the CP. 


1 have b6 

| She is' b7C 


rding to GANNETT, 



game not friv^n, is being 
has nothing 


CP Pamphlets and Publications 


H i0) 


GAJINETT told informant that she has been loaded with work. Now 
in addition to other tasks shoxiS/^ea^ing articles for future 
issues of "Political Af fairs" , C&l tO) 



GANNETT told informant that during the seven months she was on trial< 
she was almost completely "isolated" from the underground leadersffipj 

The "National Committee Election Resolution" was published as a 
complete surprise to both her and FOSTER, She described the 
Resolution as the work of the Underground Leaders and stated that 
the Underground Leadership mokes all "Political and Organizational" 
decisions. K^ |U) 

GANNETT was embarassed by the publication of the Resolution because 
she at that time was lecturing at the Jefferson School on the 
subject of the "National Election" when^the, R e solution was issued 
without notice to either her or FOSTER, p 

Following the issursnce of this document, the open leaders called 
for discussions with the underground leaders with the result that 
slight concessions were made to the open leadership. Hereafter, 
the underground leadership will on "political" but not necessarily 
on "organizational" natters notify and exchange ideas with 
the open leadership before publication of documents or other action 
is taken, p 
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Repercusions were had on the "National Elections Rosolution 
due to criticism in the document of leadership mistakes going 
back to 19U.8*. The jailed leaders charged that they were being 
criticized for mistakes they were not in a position to make md 
also charge^ that the “line" they set out had been misinterpreted* 

The secondary leadership on the other hand was reluctant to accept - 
criticism or misinterpretation of the directives of the original 
Party leadership.j^^ ^ 

As a result of the leadership refusal to accept responsibility 
an amended resolution will appear in the June, 19f>3> issue of 
"Political Affairs" which will delete the reference to the year 
19^8 as the year when mis talc es began in order not to "finger" 
anyone in leader ship (|j) 

The amended resolution will confine itself to the sole issue of the 
"Results of the National Elections". It was felt that matters 
on the "International-Situation" and other issues should, be 
the subject of a separate POSTER article on "peace". U) 

The amended resolution will also omit the paragraphs on "contradictions 
in the bourgeoisie camp". It will also correct interpretations 
placed on the original resolution to the effect that the sole 
place for Communists to work "politically" now is in the Democratic 
Farty under the "United Front" Program. The amended resolution 
will state that Communists can work "politically" with the ALP, 
the CIO, the A.F. of L. etc. on "coalition candidates." It 
will also correct the impression that the "Progress!, vo Party" 
will be completely dissolved. flj) 

According to GANNETT, another decision has been made that hereafter 
the Party will not publish documents dealing with the weaknesses 
of the Party because leadership is convinced that such admissions are 
"used by the enemy" and are harmful to the "rank and file", 
morale. Hereafter, weaknesses will be discussed but will not appear 
for publication. jU) 


Evidence of Factionalism in Leadership of CP on 
Political Hatters 


l&C. . 


Ulth regard to the political situation in the Party leadership. 


SAC NEU YORK 


:E: CP-USA 


GANNETT said that et present j there is no xmanimity in Party 
policy today in leadership in either the open - or underground 
leadership of the Party, This is significant, according to 
informant because formerly even though there was violent discussion 
on issues of importance by individuals in leadership, once the 
matter came to a vote, those opposing the final majority decision 
alx/ays moved to make it a’ unanimous decision. Such is not the 
case today and while democratic centralism still prevails, the 
registered opposition votes of the minority stand# u£y-|U) 

Pactors Affecting Present Condition of the Party jU) 

According to GANNETT, Party recruiting has been at a standstill 
in the last few years. Host of the Party recruits since 191*6, 
have dropped from the Party, The Party leadership has grown old 
and the young leadership has not developed. No section leader 
today has been in the CP lees than ten yearsCj^) (U) 


Need for Leadership Training 




GANNETT stated that the CADRE situation in the Party is almost 
critical and that ways and means must be devised for training 
cedres. {pSf (n| 

She said that the leadership crisis hcs been caused becuase of 
the necessity of placing so many loaders underground and also 
because some members have been detached for reserve leadership 
thus "isolating" them from assisting in the daily operations 
of the Party, Tfc© »y 0 ung leadership" nox/ being used has organized 
the Party by "administrative and opportunistic" means and has 
kept many more experienced people out of leaderships She described 
their methods of operation as "Rule by Command U) 

Another factor contributing to the present situation in the Party 
is the delay that occurs from the tine decisions are made until, 
they reach the hands of people responsible for their executionlfe^ 

At present, at oest,' it takes tx^o months to r each these people, 

A "complete lack of initiative" on the part of members end leaders 
in the loxrer Party organization x;es also given as a reason for 
the present situation in the Party,' As a result of this "lack 
of initiative" most of the party decisions are not executed by 

-If- 
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those responsible* To correst this situation* GANNETT feels 
that the "isolated" and "reserve" leadership must* to some extent, 
become available as actual working parts of the organization 
and assist in the every day operations of the Party* Ij&J fU) 

Problems Arising from Security Precautions Taken by Part;^ %^ jU 


According to GANNETT, the biggest sub-division of the Party, i.e, 
region, section, and doxmxrard does not consist of more than 
forty people* This organizational setup has increased leadership 
problems because leadership is spread out* The result is that 
the bin problem in the Party today is "hox; to educate a Party 
member" to xrorlc on his oxm*^£^^ P 

To meet this problem, hereafter, every issue of "Political Affairs" 
will contain a "Self Education Outline" with questions and ansx/ers 
on key documents issued by the Party and the U.S.S.R. This is 
intended to promote self-study and discussions among individual 
Party menibers* The outline for "Stalin* s .Economic Problems of 
Socialism" xrill appear in the near future* j!J) 


In addition the Party is conducting a drive to find "old timers" 
and get them attached in order to get initiative in the Party. 
Some of the "younger" present leaders are being removed and 


relegated to less important positions" 

HENRY WINSTON (U) 

On May 18, 1953 i GANNETT xrhile sitting in the "Brass Rail',' ij.Oth 
and Parle Avenue, New York lookd up quite startled* When 
informant made inquiry she said, "Oh, I thought it vies "MINNIE" 
but it was not." "Informant advised that he is unable to interpret 
this remark because he cannot reach a definite conclusion as to 
whether or not GANNETT ’mows xrhere the Comfugs are.l 


.He stated that he leans to the belief' that GANNETT is one of the 
few who* do knoxr xrhere the Comfugs are, and if this assumption 
is true, then her remark may be interpreted to mean that* the 
Comfugs are not out of the country* T „ 


SAC NEW YORK 
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CP FUnds-Pamphlets and Publications 


X 


tU) 


ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, according to GANNETT is now responsible 
for open Party finances although she w& s described as not being 
capable of such responsibilities* Finances of the Party are 
be coining increasingly more difficult and the same situation 
prevails in the "Daily Horker".^^ ^ 

For the Stalin issue of "Political Affairs/ 1 l£,000 copies were 
printed but to date only 13,000 were sold*^Shp asked the 
question, "who will pay for the remainder ♦r^T (U) 




HERBERT AFTHEKER was identified by GANNETT as playing a big role 
in the editing of "Political Affairs" since V.J. JEROME hesbeen 
otherwise occupied. 


Individuals in Party Underground X&V 


fU) 


is still in the 
because he had made 




BETTY GANNETT stated that| 

underground, but had been severely critized 
a trip to Cleveland to visit his family in violation of 
security* He was described as one of the fellows who uses the 
"Negro Question" for all it is worth to promote himself. Jdi 
also stated that 'he was the one responsible for "framing" 
out of the Party. |U) 

CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT, District 8, Underground Organizer, either visits 
New York or is seen by underground leaders at least every six weeks* 
The same applies to the Open District #0 leader hot named (WILLIAM 
SENNETT) • Ugf (U) 

wife of 


b6 

b7C 


. functionary 
has been toici to get out or the undergr ound 


presently underground, 

for security reasons because she Insisted on 

She was offered a job in the CRC in Chicago, but has refused to 
take the open assignment to date* 'feV jij) 

The wifes'of the underground leader, whose husbands are not 
fugitives, ore permitted to s ee their husbands oned every four or 
five months • jv»X mi 


-n 
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and PHIL BART 


Xm 


GANNETT indicated to informant that 


and PHIL BART are 


occupying leading underground roles in the Midwest 111 
ALFRED UAGENKNSCHT ' 

GANNETT stated that the Party has told ALFRED WAGENKNECHT, District 
#8 functionary , that .he is too old to operate underground* H e 
takes the position thgt he is no longer considered important 
if he is required to x-torlc in the open and refuses to come out* 

The comment was made that WAGE! ICNECHT is more in hiding by his 
own choosing than is he underground although he is on Party 
Assignment. 

LEM HARRIS^ r V 
m 

HARRIS according to informabt resides a few doors from WILLIAM 
WEINER. He does leg work for WEINER and continues to do work 
in the CP National Farm Commission* HARRIS advised informant 
that in addition he is to rking with the Party Amnesty Committee. 
HARRIS also x;orks closely with ISADORE UOFSEY, former District 
Organizer of Connecticut xrho now runs messages betx/een WEINER 
and the Communist leadership and is considered by informant as a 
key person handling communications « {pj 

Informant also learned that HARRIS acts as a channel for pickups 
of letter drops for the National Office.^^ fTi 

HARRY HAYWOOD I feX (U) 

Informant learned from HAYWOOD that he is now a member of the 
National Negro Commission of the Party and is also the editor 
of the net; “Negro Affpirs Quarterly" published by the National 
Negro Commission. nST (U) 

He sees WILLIAM Z. FOSTER regularly particularly since FOSTER 
began his book on the "History of the Negro in the U.S." As a result 
of his successful fight against the Party tactics on “White 
Chauvinism", HAYWOOD said that he now has the ear of most of 
the Notional leaders who are beginning to look to him for 
theoretical guidance on the "Negro Question"* Cgj (HI 
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A 

i 


HAYWOOD when he works is employed as a waiter and makes over 
C>100 per week#$j£<( l Is 

With regard to. the strength of the Party in Harlem, HAYWOOD 
said that the Party has completely disintegrated and that there 
is neither leadership or branches there 

Informant noted th$t HAYWOOD always carries a notebook with him 
and makes notes in 'the presence of others# He also noted that 
HAYWOOD talks considerably and asks questions which appear completely \ 
out of "line" in the Party in these days#hsq 

.Reference Chicago letter nacres flflQ refers to a'renort of 


nunont to informant w hr node at th< 

residence" of 


|and informant and 
the reporting or same rust he bandied with extreme caution . The 
details of this meeting are found in referenced Chicago letter jjj 

U) b6 

b7C 


LW 


/ \ 

Informant learned from 


os a 

1 for the same fi 



that he is employed in Long Island 
rm that employed him before incarcerat; 
to be VXUUK m 

He told informant that he has not been assigned to any Party 
tasks# H© has on his own done A.L.P# work in his om neighborhood# 
He stated that the A;L#P# branches have disintegrated since the 
publication of the Notional Committee CP Resolution of December 


Concerning the situation in 


1 1 told informant thatl 

1 and tho CP 




has been forced to use | 

tactics of coalition 



Ho still has 


E 


W: 


moling his leadership, and but for 
would take over#JpS3^ jlJ) 


m 


Informant learned from that he is still active in the publication 
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"Labor Research"* 


ROMANIA ISAACS nee FERGUSON. former, wife of RAY HANSBROUGHV Sl 

Informant learned from this individual that with ‘the aid of BBTTY 
GANNETT she had straightened outhor: Party difficulties which 
began last summer' at Camp Unity •v£rt-(U) 

She is now Assistant Manager of Camp Unity and works at its 

downtown office every day. She will work with 


S* X 

who formerly handled cultural work at Camp Unity has 


been fired* jlJj 

BETTY GANNETT told informant during May, 1953 , that the Party 
is now grooming ISAACS for "important work", because she is 
considered an intelligent and sensible personwith Party experien 

JEREMIAH INGERSOLL (&) 

Informant advised that INGERSOLL is presently living in Brooklyn 
in a nice home and appears prosperous | T 

Informant learned from INGERSOLL that he is in a new business 
with his brother in the Building Investment Field. For a time, 
the business made money but at the present he stands a good 
chance of loosing a lot of money fm 


Informant tras told by IN. ERSOLL that he Is mainly active in a branch 
of the A.L.P. His wife is much more active than he is and is an 
official of A.L.P. tea m, 


Informant advised the neither INGERSOLL nor his vife^aye a good 
knowledge of what is presently happening in the U*P* Y&J |U) 

The informant on June 1, 1953* furnished SA CARL N. FREYMAN 
with the following background information concerning INGERSOLL 
and his wife. The wife originally came from Montgomery, Alabama 
and was from a religious family. She married INGERSOLL in the 
early 1930! s and they lived in Chicago until about the end of the 
war. INGERSOLL joined the CP about the time he left College. 
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fc 


In the early 1930* s, he uorked closely with LEU HARRIS on Party 
Farm Work and together they organized Caravans to go into 
communities and speak with farmers in Illinois and Wisconsin* luj 


In the 1930* s, INGERSOLL w 0 s an organizer for the Steel Workers 
Union in Chicago and his wife HENEOLA was also a Steel Workers 
Union Organizer in the seme period* Host of their activity in 
Chicago was of a kind that did not directly connect them with 
Party people* ££^T-|gj 

INGERSOLL attended the University of Chicago in the early 1930‘s* 
He x*as a Captain in the Army during the War. The IILrERSOLIS now 
have two children who for a time were sent to a Quaker School 
but they now attend Public Schools *r£Q ,|j', 


Informant was told that INGERSOLL* s brother, name not recalled 
is no longer in the CP* Informant stated that in his opinion 
both INGERSOLL and his xi’fe still appear to be quite loyal to the 

' w ■ 

HOWARD and AMU BOUT - Situation, in "Dally Uorkor” C& \ 


b6 

b7C 


HOWARD BOLDT told informant that he. has been working on a week 
to week basis at the "Daily Worker" but his employment will terminate 
on June 1,. when he will look for another job* AMU BOLDT h§is been 
sick and confined to a hospital^^ j Ti 

According to BOLDT, the "Daily Worker" has had_£ei^_Eolitical 
or Editorial Staff meetings for some time. | |ls still 

the hardest worker on the paper -and is probably the most 
important person on the Staff because the "further to the left" 
the paper goes, the better he likes it.V^f |U) 

BOLDT said that ABNER BERRY is also one of the most 1 rnnnrf-. nnfr 


people, and is playing a leading role on the paper* 

a staff writer and follower of HARRY HAYWOOD, have recently 


4a <*440 

Jand|_ 


had bitter words on the party line on the "Negro Question" (|j) 


Jis having a difficult time keeping the staff together 

and working as a unit.ng^ TJ< 





SAC NE-J YORK 


RE: CP-USA 


Washington Correspondent, now in New Yo^k, 

was in fact demoted by this transfer t However, the new 

Washington Correspondent I | has not proved able to 

handle the assignment and | 
work in Was hington. | T 


is doing some special assignment 


j is in the Business Office of the "Daily Worker". He 

does some writing on the paper on matters pertaining to the New York 
District on political problems. n . 


but JOE STAROBIN 


. has returned from his 

was instructed to remain in Europe a while longer so that the 
"Daily Worler" would not be without a correspondent there, 
according to BOLDT. 

W\[o] 


BOLDT told informant tha ( 
employed in New York a- a 


WILLIAH LAWRENCE 





la o»t o 

He has 



>f the CP and is 

(HI 


M 


m 


Informant was told by LAWRENCE that he is no w in charge .of the 
Cultural Division of the New York District of the CP. n 

When the party approached him to take the assignment he accepted 
on the condition that he could have free time to be with his 
children • The Party asked LAJJRENCE to becora© one of the 
"unavailables" but he refused this assignment because of his 
children. He did , however, on party orders, disappear prior to 
the recently held Senate Investigation of the Cultural group 
in Nev? York to avoid subpoena. When he appeared after two weeks, 
the Party disagreed x/ith LAWRENCE about his appearing in t^e open 


after being told to be "unavailable" but was not censored 



m 


LAWRENCE said that he worked closely with the Cultural group 
that was under subpoena in connection uith the S 0 nate hearings 
and spoke with most of the &nd rehearsed 

with them. The day before | [was scheduled to testify. 

wouAct noc stand up under examination^ 


the Party was certain that 


H5- 


In preparingfor the S e nate hearings LAWRENCE spent weeks with the 
CP people. D uring this period, the Cultural Group had no direct 
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contact with either the New York District or National CP 
leadership who were engaged in routine Party business. |T 

LAURENCE recently had a meeting with GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY who asked 
LAURENCE to become a member of the New York District Board of 
the Party. He was scheduled to again meet CHARNEY on May 15* 1953* 
to give him an answer and' as of the date of contact by informant, 
LAURENCE had not yet made up his mind.^A ;jjj 

In discussing his duties and problems in the Cultural Division 
of the New York District, 'L/URENCE told informant that when he 
took over the Division he found that Negroes were running the entire 
Division* 

^ 10 ) 


An individual described by LA WHENCE as EARL JONES (informant 
advised that this may be a Party name) who is believed by informant 
to be an actor or an artist, was found by LAURENCE to be using 
the "White Chauvinism" line to terrorize white women. The women 
were reluctant to resist him because they feared that they would 
have charges preferred against them. LAURENCE investigated JONES 
and determined that he had been arrested several times but there 
were no convictions. JONES being of the Negro race and never 
having been convicted, caused LAURENCE to conclude that he was 
an FBI Agent. LAURENCE preferred charges against him and he 
was expelled as an enemy agent. JONES* wife was described by 
lAWRENCEas a good Party person who was allowed to remain in the 
Party„()S>\|u} 


Concerning membership in the Cultural Division, LAWRENCE stated 
that many Party members have dropped, and that it is difficult 
to get new members. LAURENCE told informant that he is employed 
full-time by the Par by.(&^ ^ 

SY GSR SOU and GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY (js^ 

According to LAWRENCE, SY GERSOH and GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY are 
presently in charge of the New York District. .{uj 

LEON JOSEPHSON A<-Vr 


JOSEPHSON according to informant as a cashier 


m 


b6 

b7C 


~12 




Informant was told by | H that ho feels that he is not being 

utilized by the far ty at the present time* He did some work 
on the br i ef in connection with amnesty for the Smith Act victims* 
. The l | are still n egotiating to purchase a restaurant 





The information concern livr th 


ed__number of peooxe w no Know or these matters - Tf interviews 
iL^e - _conc t u_c te d with any o f the individuals mentionefPn'r. 

o made to this informs 
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LENA SCHERER (V\ (fl) 

Some of the information obtained by informant | 
has been furnished under separate letter# 

SCHERER told informant that she has not yet been put bo work 
in her Party cadre assignment for the New York District. 

In the meantime, she is attending her unit meetings and continues 
to see her close friends, HARRY HAYWOOD, WILLIAM LAWRENCE, 
the JOSEPHSONs and others and keeps abreast of, current national 
and New York State happenings in this manner# ^ 

AL LANNONp ^C -j; 


SCHERER prior to her last trip to Washington, saw AL LANNON 
who was then in the hospital. 


LANHON was full of complaints because the Party had not taken 
care of his family financially# Ho drew up a document of 
complaints to the C? and gave a copy of it to LENA SCHERER 
with the understanding that it would be placed in the hands 
of "people* 1 from the "big country"# SCHERER told informant that 
she turned over the paper to "responsible?* people#££^ ^ 


Regarding the trips to Washington,' which the SCHERERS have taken 
during the past several months, the informant tras unable to obtain 
specific information# SCHERER did tell informant that "people 
in Washington" are well aware of the failures of the CP in this 
country, however, they do nob want to make the mistake of creating 
another "Duclos" situation and for the time being at least prefer 
to "wait it out' 11 by other moans# 


NAT ROSS 


(HI 


SCHERER told informant that NAT ROSS is now working as a shipping 
clerk after building up a series of references through employments 
in a number of shops# 


Informant in commenting on the ability of ROSS stated that he 
should not be underestimated in connection with Party work# 
Informant advised that he was one of the last persons to leave 
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Russia where he was a correspondent during the war* ROSS did 
important Party work in the South and once was the Distridt 
Organiser in Minnesota* He has international connections and has 
retained connections in the South* 




Party Position on Retention of AL.P in Ne'w York as 
Result of December 28, 1952, National Committee 
Resolution of CP. 



SCHERER told informant that since the CP came out with its new 
policy for work in "Mass Organizations" under the "United Front" 
program some Communists in New York interpret the resolution of 
December 28, 1952, to mean that it is an order to liquidate tte 
A.L.P. This is not the Party position however, since the C.P. 
interprets the political situation in New York as justifying 
continuance of the A.L.P. The Party position is that it wants 
the A.L.P. to form a "United Front" tilth other political parties 
on candidates and issues so that "liberal" candidates will run 
for office* 

C®^(jj] 

MARCANTONIO has taken, issue with the Communists and says the 
resolution does mean liquidation of ALP because the ALP has no 
one to form coalitions with. SCHERER commented that MARCANTONIO 
is "caught" and haying a hard time preserving the ALP. He is, 
however, meeting quite frequently with the head of Tammany Hall 
trying to work out certain agreements.fjg^ 

WILLIAM WEINER Cj eA f|j) 

Informant advised that during May, 1953 i WEINER was ill with 
a heart condition. For a time, he was treated by a Dr. AARON 
with offices in Manhattan. O^m 

During a short stay in the hospital, WEINER was visited by such 
persons as BETTY GANNETT, ISADORE WOFSEY, and LEM HARRIS was 
available to him "on call"/£r\ 

WEINER discussed a recent surveillance of him in detail and told 
informant that the surveillance had kept him from attending an 
"Important meeting" with people frora"outside" but he has since 
met with these people •( %\|0j 
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JOB NORTH 

HEX2S2R told inlbrmant that JOE NORTH is completing "BOB" MINOR* s 
biography* NORTH is also writing an "auto-biographical" novel 
which WEINER described as "not bad"«^£^ p 


$4sus 


Concerning PHILIP' 30N0SKY the author of "Brother 3ILL MC KIE" 
WEINER told informant that ho is busy reviewing several 
manuscripts for "New Century", p 


b6 

b7C 




| is a capable literary man but 
,ng for "Masses and 
>s superior to any of the 



WEINER told informant that 
lacks initiative. He is doing so 
Mainstream", informant described 
"left wing" authors. | Ts 

MILTON HOWARD ^ 

WEINER described MILTON HOWARD as having a good grasp of "Marxism 11 


U) 


_ >°d gra 

#nd as a good writer but as being a "wise Suy".£gA 
HO'..'AIS> 

WEINER stated that PAST*s recent x^ritings, particularly "Sparticus" 
hove not been up to standards set by the Party and for that 
reason he is not considered a good Party writer, WEINER said 
there is no doubt about his loyalty to the Party but he has 
no grasp of Marxism and is too much of an individualist In his 
writings. "Sparticus" w©s described by WEINER as bad from a 
literary and research point of viex/. \JEINER commented however, 
that FAST*s services "for the cause" will continue to be welcome 


V.J. JEROME (Bj 


WEINER h a s no vise for JEROME x&o he describes as a "self seeking" 
individual who wants "everything" for JEROME. . 

HERBERT APTHEKER 

APTHEKER according to VJEINER is xiorking on "Political Affairs" and 
for "New Hasses" { 
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Concerning UEINER himself, the informant was told that he, UEINER, 
is attempting to operate a legitimate appliance business where 
he will be -able to" sell appliances at discounts* WlUl 

He had rented a hotel room and installed a telephone and vos 
just getting started when he became ill^fc,^ 

UEINERts ' ' 


"TO 

is employed as a 


with one, COHEN, who ho suspects as aji enemy agm t because he 


1 He dislikes the job because he has to work 
iN, who ho suspects as api 
obtained’ a passport to visit Franco. y 

Concerning COHEN, UEINER told informant that he still has "Prompt 
Press" stock in his name and while it is a Party business, COHEN 
has never signed over his stock in the business as is custo mary 
in these natte-rs- — UEINER told informant that while | and COHEN 

di sagrep t and I I wants to leave the business* he cannot 

because 
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do it 


m 


U) 


UEINER told informant that he himself is having a difficult 

time in connection with his Party work* He said that he finds hilts elf 

constantly in the middlo in conflicts between the open and 

underground leaders in reference to finances* He complained that 

the "Young leaders" do not understand the difficulties of 

finances. 

Ho told Informant that he has contact with certain underground 
leadership from time to time but names were not mentioned* He 
added that communications with underground leadership are very 
difficult and time consuming, firY 

m, *■ 


Informant observed that I 

tJTVTNRI? 1 ArtrT 


„ — — , is the contact man for WILLIAM 

UEINER and sees the leading rarty people. He does not operate 
in the open and was observed by informant to move around a great 
deal. He is believed by informant to be a "key person" in Party 
communications with open and underground personnel. (H tu: 

STANLEY .and ROY LEVISON ( |U) 

STANLEY LEVISON is known to meet Party people at the Public Library 
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located on Fifth Avenue, New York, and also to meet certain 
people at his residence.n^v^ jjj 

STANLEY LEVISON told inforiiiant that PAUL ROBESON has recently 
made a series of records of popular hymns for use in. churches* 
This is a continuation of the Party program to use ROBESON as a 
source of fund raising* j" 


He told informant that the FBI had recently checked on him with 
the building janitor who thinking that the LEVISONS were “nice 
people" had told LEVISON about the contact* He also told informant 
that there is a former Secret Service Agent living in his building 
who he suspected of assisting the FBI* After conversing with 
this person who was described as talkative* LEVISON concluded that 
he is not assisting the Bureau* fU) v 


Informant also met an individual whose first name was _ 
the LEVISO N residence- He indicated that he was ernttlovftfl bv 
LEVISON as | and said that he lives in 

Informant stated that from his conversation, he believes that 


at 


it stated that from his conversation, he bell 
Jis at least a Communist sympathizer 


b6 
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Concerning ROY LEVISON, informant advised that he took part in 
conversation only in a small way and Informant believes that he 
is of lesser importance in the Communist movement than his broth« 

IIARCEL SCHERER 



Informant learned from SCHERER that he and his wife go to 
Washington to see Representatives and Officials of "Iron Curtain" 
countries whenever they get a chance to do so or whenever they 
are invited* He told informant that the Russians are well 
informed and interested in the Political situation in the American 
Party* While the Russians would like to see a change in the 
"Political" sectarian line of the Party, they do hot want to 
interfere openly but prefer to let a correct line develop in a 
normal way.Y^W 

The SCHERERS plan to vacation at Pat Toohey*s Farm in New Jersey 
for a week this summer, ‘ 
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HOWARD and ANN BOIDT 


(Hi 



HOWARD BOLDT told informant that his difficulty sfc the "Daily 
Worker" originated with the Party case against his wife* The 
Party next charged him xrith having "petty bourgeoise" tendencies 

BOLDT told informant that "imiorant" people such as ABNER BERRY 
really run the "Daily Worler" v£Q {IS 

The official reason for BOLDT* s dismissal from the "Daily Worker" 
a for "economy" purposes 

BOLDT told informant that he was contacted by the FBI on the street 
near his residence. He said that certain personal matters were 
discussed with him by the FBI, that indicated a "leak" close 
to him. Thepe matters included references to his wife*s recent 
illness. (03 

BOLDT told informant that SAM DON originally got him in trouble 
with the Party, DON has since been expelled for "white 
Chauvinism"^>i^V |U) 

ANN BOLDT* s case has not been ruled on by the Party, The Party 
position is that she was not disciplined but was instead just , \./ 
told that she should get better educated at the Jefferson School 

"Daily Worker" (U) 

According to BOLDT, the "Daily Worker" circulation is not increasing 
and it is "rough financially also.u^f (U) 

The "Daily Worker" expects Department of Justice indictment soon 
and is preparing for it,r^Q (U| 

PHIL CABOT^X" <U) 



On June 12, 19f>3» the informant orally advised SA CARL N. FREYMAN 
that HARRY HAY70QD, LEON JOSEPHSON and LENA SCHERER had said the 
CP is suspicious that CABOT is an "enemy agent" (U) 

Informant was told that CABOT had apparently brolen with the Party 
about the time of the second Smith Act Trial in New York. The 
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Party feared that because he had been a member of tbs Central 
Commission, in custody of records, thct he would appear as a 
government witness * Efforts by JOSLPHSON and others to contact 
him were negative for a time and for atime he rebuffed every 
effort of the Party to talk to him, feY iTJJ 


Suddenly, he began to appear more frequently at meetings including 
mass meetings and made special efforts to seek out comrades and 
talk to them. This aroused the suspicion of the Party because 
of the sudden contrast in his attitude after complete inactivity 
and isolation, Nox* he appears eager to broaden his contacts and 
leading people are questioning his reliability,^^ ^ 

Informant advised that today the wider contacts a person seeks, 
the greater the suspicion of the Party, The fewer contacts a 
person makes today and the less eagerness he shows to make 
new contacts, the greater is the reliability the Party places on 
him. 

It is again emphasized thct the above information must be most 


ersons mentioned neroin are 







maximum secur. 
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Director, FBI (100-3-68) 



Rebulet 5/1/53 entitled "CP, USA DISTRICT 2, HEW YORK 
DIVISION, IS-C". 

!' 

In connection with a report presently; being prepared 
on the CP, USA DISTRICT 2 covering the three month period from 
4A/53* to 6/30/53 , the membership of the CP 14 District 2, 
which includes all of New York State, is being estimated at 
12,000 with the CP membership for that area of the district 
covered by the New York Division being estimated at 11,609* The 
difference is represented by CP membership within the Albany 
Division estimated at 229* according to Albany letter dated 
6/30/53* and an estimate of 162 members by the Buffalo Division 
as stated in its letter to New York dated 6/27/53* 

In the past the New York Office has estimated CP membership 
in District 2 by taking the Bureau* s estimate of CP membership for 
all districts other than District 2, and then computing that that 
figure represented 52*525 per cent of the total national member- 
- ship* The membership of District 2 was then computed as 47*475 
per cen t of the e ntire membership. This computation was utilized 
because | ^ on 3/30/51 furnished a document containing b7! 

membership figures apparently representing statistics for all 
CP districts, and the percentages mentioned above were computed 
from those statistics* Such computation was used thereafter 
because of the belief that the same approximate ratio prevailed 
as prevailed on 3/30/51* 

Bulet dated 6/18/53 entitled "CP, USA - MEMBERSHIP* 

IS-C" advised that the estimated CP membership, as furnished by 
the various field offices, for districts other than District 2 
totalled 12 , 440 * 

By the use of the computation explained above a 
possible membership of 11,244 for District 2 is indicated, this 
figure being 47*475 per cent of a possible nation wide total of 
23,684* 


JVW:ETM 
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| orally advised SA CARL N. FERYMAN on 6/19/53 

that he has no current or past information as to CP membership 
in District 2 or in the United States, but he could say that the 
District 2 membership comprises approximately 50 per cent of the 
total nation wide CP membership, and this ratio has not varied 
in recent times* This informant further said that all statements 
made today within the CP concerning membership are given by means 
of percentages rather than by figures* He said that at one time 
the Party published exact figures and that it Would be possible 
for a computation to be made if figures for a given year were 
known* 


This informant further said that it is almost impossible 
today to compute the party membership, and even figures on dues 
payments cannot be a measure on membership* He said there are 
possibly a few in the CP organization who have such figures, and 
they only have an approximate figure* He said that the CP has 
accomplished little recruiting since 1947 or 1948, and the few 
recruited since that time have largely dropped out. 

This informant advised SA RERYMAN on 5/22/53, that he 
had learned from BETTY GANNETT, National Educational Director, 
that recruiting had been at a standstill in the last few years* 

I I advised SA THORNTON H. WOOD ori 6/3/53# that 

In recent years he has heard no figure mentioned concerning the 
total membership of the CP* USA or of District 2* The informant 
went on to say that the only time figures had been mentioned 
was when the Bureau publicized its estimated membership figures* 
On the most recent such occasion recalled by the informant, 

April 1953# be heard such a figure discussed in the offices of 
the "Daily Worker" and heard the statement made that that figure 
was nearly correct* 


As to the ratio of membership in District 2 to the 


membership in the entire country, | recalled that the 

CP/ in about 1945# bad some 40,000 membStfS, of which number 
less than half were members of District 2. He then estimated 
that there are some 30,000 members in the CP, USA, but this 
figure would include not only hard core members, but others 
who have not, for one reason or another, paid dues and thus 
are not members in good standing* It was the opinion of this 
informant that there are approximately. 12,000 members in 
District 2, 11,000 in the New York City area, and 1,000 in 
Upstate New York* 
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On 7/1/53# I orally advised SA ALEXANDER C. 

BURLINSON that he would estimate that there are 12,000 to ' 

15.000 members in District 2. 

1 has submitted a report dated 4/14/53 to SA 
JOHN W. DOOLEY in which he told of a meeting of his Bronx 
County CP Club* He noted that at this meeting he had made 
inquiry as to the membership strength of the CP in New York 
State, and in the course of discussion he was told by EVELYN 
STRAUSS that she believed the membership in the District is 

10.000 to 12,000 at the most. It may be noted that EVELYN 
STRAUS'S is the wife of IE ON STRAUSS who is Executive Secretary, 
Joint Board, Pur Dressers and Dyers, International Pur and 
Leather Workers Union, and who was Chairman of the United Hay 
Day Committee in 1953# which organization organized the May Day 
Parade in New York. 


I I orally advised SA BURLINSON on 6/8/53 that 

while he had ho information as to the current membership of the 
CP, in 1950 the current dues paying members numbered approximately 
20,000w He expressed thei belief that District 2, as of 1950 
had slightly less than half of the registered CP membership in 
the nation. 


I ~ I was interviewed by SAS JOHN W. DOOLEY AND JAMES 

N. JULIANA, on 6/1/53# and he estimated the membership of the 
CP in New York City and the suburban counties of Westchester, 

Nassau -and Suffolk as approximately 15*200, noting that the most 
accurate figure he had making up this total was for Bronx County. 
This informant believed that the figure of 15,200 represents 
65 to 70 per cent of the membership in New York State, which he 

- estimated at 20,000 to 23*000. He further said that it was his 
belief that the New York State membership is 55 to 65 per cent, of 
the entire CP, USA membership, which he said he believed to be 

- ~3Q,000 to 35,000. It is to be noted that the figure of 55 per cent 
as applied to his estimate of 23,000 for the State of New York, 
would indicate a possible total of over ljl#000 for the national 
membership. 

On 6/8/53 NY-694-S advised SA BURLINSON that while he 
had no current estimate of the CP membership, the last figure he 
knew was for 191*5 when the membership was approximately 62,000 with 
the New York State membership being 25*000. In this connection 
it is to be noted that in 1945 EARL BROWDER, then President of the 
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Communist Political Association, claimed a membership of 80*000, 
while H CTRY WINSTO N, in the middle of the same year, claimed 
52,800. I in 19k6, furnished a national membership 

figure of 51,813. 

I advised SA JOSEPH V. WATERS on 6/30/53, that 
the last national membership figure he recalls is for 1948 when 
it was 60,000, and District 2 would have been approximately £ 
of that figure. He pointed out that it had been the regular 
experience of the CP that about £ its membership is located in 
the state of New York with, of course, the greatest concentration 
of membership in the New York City area* 

| | has advised SA JOSEPH E., GAUZENS, JR. , orally 

that he had learned a short time before 1/27/53 from MERCEDES 
ARROYO , a member of the New York State Committee of the CP, 
that the Party- then had no more than 20,000 members ih the 
United States, contrasting this figure with the 80,000 members 
it had during the time of EARL BROWDER. 


On 6/3/53, I ~1 made available a mimeographed 

communication dated 11/20/42 signed by the CP National Committee 
and addressed to all districts. The communication had to do with 
a suscription drive of the "Daily Worker” • In this communication 
the statement was made that the Party had a members hip of 30 t 000 


s hip of 30 1 1 
le entire P 


outside New York State. It may be pointed out that . 
has in the past estimated the 1942 membership of the entire 
as 60,000 thus indicating that District 2, even at that time, 
claimed half the Party* s members. 


arty 


1953 issue of "Par* 


1 on 6/24/53, furnished a copy of the March 
*ty Voice" designated volume one, number one, 
and" described therein as "A bulletin issued by the N.Y. State 
CP". A "Supplement" to this issue contains an article "For A 
Marxist-Leninist Policy On Party Organization" by LEE AMISTAD, 
who is not otherwise identified, and concerning idiom the NYO 
has not as yet developed any identifying data. This article is 
described in an introductory note as being based on a report to 
the recent conference of the New York State CP. A portion of 
this article is headed "Lessons of 1952 Registration". In 
substance the article sets out that in the 1952 registration 
District 2 achieved a result of 92.8 per cent. This figure 
was broken down to Indicate that Queens County achieved 105*3 
per cent. Kings County 96.6 per cent* Midtown 91.1 per cent. 
New York County 89.5 per cent, and Bronx County 87.0 per cent. 
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It is believed that the "MidtoWn’ 1 area would indicate 
a project such as industrial concentration on. a special grouping 
such as the Waterfront Section, The article said that the 
North West and North East Sub Districts and Westchester County 
fail considerably below the average in the registration# but no 
percentages were given. The statement was made that there has 
been a decrease in the percentage of fluctuation of membership: 
strength. This might Well indicate that the strength of the * 
Party is presently stagnant, no recruits being gained and no 
loss taking place among the hard core membership. It was said 
that several hundred new members were obtained in 1952, but the 
complaint was made that at least 10 per cent of thes e were - 

recruited through Distributjsd Trades section. f 

As to Industrial workers# AMISTAD noted that there has \ 
been a decline in the total number of such members# but there 
has been an Increase to 39 per cent of the relative strength ’ 
within the membership of this class of worker. This figure would 
seem to be an improvement over the 31 per cent Which prevailed;, 
in 19h9. AMISTAD said that the figures for 1950 and 1951 on 
this aspect were not available to the CP. 

, He noted as to the availability of the membership 
that 85 per cent had been reached in the registration in one 
month# while the remaining 15 per cent could not be reached at * J 
that time. This group was said to be those who did not pay 
dues# attend club meetings# or engage in CP activity. 

j i 

A complaint Was made that Negro membership had reached l 
its lowest point since 1937 # and the loss in Negro membership 
- that had taken place in 19h9 and 1950 had not been made good, t 
Itwas said that the 1952 registration in the Bronx had boon 
weak# and in the Bedford-Stuyvesant Beet ion of Kings County 
-where the membership was 45 per cent Negro only 10 per cent of 
' the Negro members are active. - 


t 


) 

* 


\\ 
A * 

% 


ft 





The article went on to say that there had been a serious 
liquidation taking place in the National Croups field# and \ 

AMISTAD declared that the New York State leadership must organize 
on a whole series of fronts in this matter and further that i \ . 

National Groups Commission must be established. He noted that there 
had been a loss of Puerto Rican members to the extent of lj.00 per pent. 
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AMISTAD went on to point out with reference to the 
length of time members have been in the Party that I4.3 per cent 
were members of less than ten years standing, while 60 per cent 
of the membership were between the ages of 35> and ty*>* This was 
said to reflect an impermissible of youth work, but he 

pointed out that the Labor Youth League had achieved recruiting 
results that would contradict the low membership of youth in the 
party* 


In the light of the -foregoing information# the membership 
of the CP in District 2, New York State* is being estimated for 
the present at 12,000* with the membership claimed by the Albany 
and Buffalo Offices, 391 members, subtracted from the figure to 
arrive* at 11,609 as the es'tim&te of the membership within the 
territory of the New York Field Division* 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



SAC, NEW YORK (100-80638) (RM) 
SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD (6L-49B) 


DATE: July 14, 1953 


SUBJECT: CP, USA - MEMBERSHIP 

IS - C 

ReNYlet to Seattle, 6-15-53 which requests I I be inter- b7D 

viewed and answers secured to questions relating to CP membership* 


| | was interviewed at TOO 7-13-53 by SA HAROLD L. HOLT. 

The source advised he had been contact with SA JOE MTERS of the NY office 
on July 1 and answered questions relating to Cp membership* The source 
advised this was an extremely complex problem and that he anticipated being 
in NYC within the next two weeks at which time he would again contact SA 
WATERS and explore the problem further* 


| did provide these opinions to the questions set forth b7D 

in releti 

1* The latest membership figure about which the source had di- 
rect knowledge was in 1948 at which time District $2 had 
approximately 30,000 "paper members*" He believed this was t 

an inflated figure and that actual membership was between b7D 

24,000 and 25,000* Distriot #2 had, in the source «s opi nion. 

50# of the total CP-USA membership in 1948* | es- 

timated current national membership to be 13,000 in the legal 
party and 7-8,000 in underground status* 


2* To the best of the informants recollection, these were approx- 
imately the figures concerning CP membership in various areas 
in 1948* The relative standing can be approximated from theso 
figures: 


a* New York state - 30,000 

b* California - 6,000 

o* Chicago - 5,000 

d* Ohio - 3,000-3500 

e* Eastern Pa* (Philadelphia) - 2,000 
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1- (61-49BB ) (Underground) 
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f. Michigan - 1,800-2,000 

g. Pittsburgh - 1,500 * 

h. Missouri - 800-1,000 

i. Baltimore - Washington, D.C, - 800 

The remainder of the United States, e.g. New England, the North- 
west and so forth, made up. the remaining persons which produced a national 
total of "paper membership" of roughly 60,000 in 1948* 

3* The source gave this estimate as to NYC borough relative CP 
menbership standing for tho year 1948: 

a* Manhattan - 10,000 
b. Brooklyn - 5,000 - 5,500 _ 
o; Bronx - 3,500 
d‘. Queens - 2,500 
e; Upstate NT - 2,000 


It is observed these figures are short of tho estimated 30,000 
NY State 1948 CP memberships but the source said the above figures represent 
actual rather than paper membership. It is pointed out in question $1 that 
actual membership was estimated between 24 - 25,000. 


4. There are divisions such as cultural and industrial within 

boroughs. The source said the waterfront section was inoluded 
in the industrial section and had the highest relative standing 
as to membership. He could not readily recall all the other 
divisions of CP strength. 


5 . 


|advised estimating membership in a "given" area 
was most difficult. He pointed out that HENRY WINSTON wrote 
an artiolo in the Daily Worker in the summer of 1950 which 
said only those will remain in the CP whom the CP registers. 
This meant cutting off many members; at the same time it 
allowed, formally at least, for persons called before various 
committees to say they were not "members". He said united 
front campaigns involving peace, civil rights and so forth 
indicates the strength of the CP, but he would venture no 
per centage ratio of CP members in those organisations. 
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6* As stated above, | | estimated District $2 CP member- 

ship as 50# of the USA as a whole, in 1948* Today, 1953, he 
estimates that District $2 probably has 60# of the total CP- 
USA membership, the great bulk being in NYC, He feels that 
the 60# figure is" conservative? District #2 may be even higher 
ratio Mdse, This is brought about due to the present politi- 
cal climate in the U,S, The party is in difficult straits 
today and the big cities of the country are the only places 
where the party has "elbow room" in which to operate. The 
source estimated the current nationwide CP membership to be 
13;000 in the legal party and between 7 and 8,000 persons in- 
tegrated in the underground apparatus. 


7, Concerning the American Labor Party, at least in the NYC area, 
the source advised ho feels the CP member or sympathizer ratio 
is almost 100# today. He stated the ALP has been "exposed" and 
that the clevage between the ALP and other political parties 
is clean. Ho would not venture an opinion as to how many of 
the CP members in a given area were al so in the ALP but, as 
stated, persons in the ALP today are either past, or current 
CP members or individuals knowingly sympathetic with the CP, 


b7D 


8, Regarding subscription drive goals of the Daily Worker and the 
Worker as a method of estimating CP membership, the source could 
only states that in 1948-1949, the Worker, which had five or 
six times the national circulation of the Daily Worker, set up 
a subscription drive goal of two per party member. The source 
said ho would need figures of party newspaper circulation prior 
to I960 to make an intelligent answer to the quostion posed in 
relet. 


As mentioned, [ 


| will endeavor to contact SA WATERS of the 
NY Office within two weeks of July 13 and discuss the membership question 
extensively. 
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writor 



/ 


the infohaant Identifies the 8 seotiona by na^ie in his rollon, the 
number of club® in each section, and the total CP members in each club. 


/ 


,ereto it a oopy of a report dated 6/so/bS furnished to the 
on 6/WS5, 


b7D 


. ‘ / The irifoJTtant reported there are 203 CP ambers in hit region and an 
average of 225 CP ambers in oaoh of the other 2 regions in Queens County CP* 
/ Approximately 40 < 5P members in each region are attached to Industrial and 
Professional Groups. 


The crigi 


nal report is maintained as serial <§> 





4 


3 Regions 


Queens County 


My region- 8 sections 

# of members Clubs 


Maspeth 

24 

4 

Forrebt Hills 

35 

5 

Kew Cardens 

44 

7 

Jamaica 

38 

6 

Rookaway Beach 

40 

6 

Pomanoke 

62 

11 

Ozone Park 

22 

4 

Flushing 

38 

5 

203 

. 48 


\ 


1 According to RAB the above region is the largest of the throe in 
Queens County. Average CP members attached to olUbs in a region of Queens County 
Is 225, also ab ut 40 CP members in each region are attached to industrial and 
professional groups j such as, dentists, and dootors who have their own leaders* 

The leaders of industrial groups are now kept apart frem ail other 
CP clubs or groups* 

1 estimate 1,000 CP members now in Queens County. 


T 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 


FBI AUTQbiATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
PATE 04-23-2015 :H48B33L33 


Office Memorandum 


• UNITED 


f 

l*f-D 


STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO r SACy New York <100-30638) 


ffu&r ■ 

SOBJECTa 


SAC, Chicago -(100-2398) 

CP, USA, MEMBERSHIP 
IS-C 



pATE: July 17, 1953 


Re New York letter 6/10/53 and Chicago letter 6/2 9/53 captioned as above'. 


Re Chicago' letter points out that 
that the figure on circulation that was used 
in the CP was "The Worker." 


of known reliability, advised 
to approximate' actual membership 


It is to be rioted that an anonymous source advised in the early part of 1953 
that dues in CP, District 8, were collected in February, 1953, from 1,392 
persons. 

An article in "The Worker," Illinois Edition, 6/21/53, on page 11, columns 1 
and 2, contains an article entitled, "N. Y« Progressing, Others lag iri Sub 
Campaign. M This Article reflects that 1,325 subscriptions to "The Worker" 
had been received from Illinois readers. 


It is to be noted that the number of persons subscribing to “The Worker" 
approximates the number of dues-paying members as received frba the anonymous 
source. 


For information^ 


DTipjf 

REGISTERE D MAIL 



'yf .V La 
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CHARACTER Of CASE 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


- QUARTERLY PERIOD - 
April 1 through June 30, 1953 


Thirteen convicted CP leaders granted until 10/1/53 
to file record, on appeal with circuit Court of Appeals. They have 
been denied general permission to travel outside SDNY. Current 
estimated membership in District #2 is 12,000, with 11,6J19 in NY 
Division. DW has opened annual spring campaign for .$100,000 with- 
in 2 months* CP continues to emphasize vigilance and disciplinary 
measures to be taken for violation thereof. Counter-surveillance 
techniques and detection of informants and use of couriers being 
f-ti^essed. Decisionsof underground leaders have taken precedence 
eve? the open Party leadership on Party line and policy. The 
I*a cty is concerned that a large number of its reserve leadership 
is in the underground and is prevented from participating in the 
operational organization of the Party duo to regulations governing 
underground activities. High ranking CP official in both National 
and District §2 leadership is reported dissatisfied with current 
line of CP; also that certain members are dissatisfied with present 
leadership. Visit of West German Chancellor ADENAUER to U.S. said ' 
to be aimed at creation of New Gorman war machine. Nineteen former 
UN employees discharged as disloyal to U.S. as host country, seeking 
funds for appeal. DW calls on U.S. workers' to save UN irom U.S. 
efforts to block Korea truce. Puerto Rican issue made subject of 
two courses in spring term of Jefferson School of Social Science, 

CP to seek political power through labor, both inside and outside 
the two major parties. Hearings of NY State Board of Regents 
held under FEIN3BRG Law described as example of technique of 
"Me CARTHYXSM". Counsel for CP claim CP advocates transition to 
Socialism by peaceful and constitutional means. NYC budget 
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assailed as reflecting policies of EISENHOWER and DEWEY; waterfront 
reform is opposed as blocking democratic union struggles. 

Industrial concentration by building CP among factory workers sought, 
with shop club as primary Party unit; united front to be developed 
through unity of working class, negro, and democratic forces. 

CP to fight for "organic unity" in labor movement by showing need 
for such Unity of labor to better withstand imperialist reaction, 
/.meric an Veterans for Peace staged National Art show in NYC in 
April with 55 works by 25 artists, with peace as theme. "Vets 
Voice" of AV? banned by Post Office under regulation against 
"Sedition and Treasonable Matter". New York AVP planned celebration 
of anniversary of meeting at the Elbe. National education Depart- 
ment of CP published "STALIN'S Tnought Illuminates Problems of Negro 
Freedom Struggle" as last word on Negro Question, calling for 
negro republic in south. CP seeking to mobilize negro people on 
behalf of its peace campaign. Labor Youth League took large part 
in campaign to save ROSENBERGs. "Now Challenge” of LYL charged 
Administration is opposed to world conference for peace. Women's 
International Democratic -Federation urged clemency for ROSENBERGs 
on behalf of women of 65 countries. World Congress of Women held 
at Copenhagen, Denmark to advance the women's movement in defense of 
children, homes and peace. CP sees conditions worsening in 
agriculture with crisis expected and farmers must be influenced 
through infiltration of existing farm organizations. JOHN HOWARD 
LAWSON in "Masses and Mainstream" writes that cultural leaders have' 
failed to build mass campaign against Sen. MCCARTHY and Congressional 
Committees who are engaged in witch hunting. He calls on writers 
artists and scientists to speak out for peace. Establishment of 
National Groups commission urged. Polish /mbassador spoke at 
commemoration of Warsaw uprising and declared coexistence of 
capitalism and Communism possible. CP reported to have instructed 
members to join churches and other groups "on the outside" to 
stimulate aggressive thinking on such issues as peace, and TAFT- 
HARTLbY and Me CARR AN Laws. "Negro Affairs Quarterly" begins 
publication with PETTIS Pz_RRY, National Secretary of National 
Negro Commission, as editor. New York State CP now publishing 
"Party Voice" for circulation among leadership."worker" and DW 
have set subscription goals of 13,000 and 1500 respectively, but 
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drive had secured only 7707 and H 36 by 6/23/53* Jefferson School 
of Social Science opposes efiorts to have it registered with Sub- 
versive Activities Control Board under He CARRAN Act arid is _ 
raising £ 25,000 defense fund,. 
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DETAILS: 


> 


This is a joint report covering pertinent 
activities of District No. 2, CP, USA during 
the quarterly period April 1, to June 30, 1953 
prepared by the following Special Agent s: 

DONALD P. ADAMS 
WILLIAM T. COOK 
EVERETT K. DEANE 
EDWIN H. EIDERS 
ROBERT E. EARNER 
FRANCIS V. GARDNER 
PAUL A. HORGAN 
PETER Ji LEIGHTON 
JAMES W, McNAMARA 
JOHN T. MURPHY 
THOMAS A. POWERS 
NICHOLAS, J. P URCHIA 
EDWARD C. SNYDER 
HERBERT K. STALLINGS 
JOHN M. TAYLOR 
JOSEPH V. WATERS 
THORNTON M., WOOD 


All Confidential Informants mentioned in this 
report are of known reliability unless otherwise indicated. 
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GLOSSARY OP ORGANIZATIONS AND PUBLICATIONS 

5P 16 blowing is a list of organizations and 
publications referred to in this report together with a 
characterization of each. These documentations will not be 
repeated elsewhere in the report: 

AMERICAN BRANCH OP THB FEDERATION OP GREEK 
MARITIME UNION S- Cited by Attorney General as 
within the President's Executive Order 10450. 

AMERICAN PEACE CRUSADE - Cited by the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities on 'February 
19, 1951 as on organization established by the 
Communist Party as a new instrument for its 
peace offensive in the United States. 

AMERICAN VETERANS FOR PEACE (A VP) - A Communist 
front veterans organization, according to 
Confidential Informant T-37. 

AMERICAN WOMEN FOR PEACE - Confidential Informant 
T-60 has advised on March 2, 1951 that this 
organization is strongly influenced and infiltrated 
by its members who are members of the Communist 
Party. 

TOB COMMITTEE FOR PROGRESSIVE JEWISH EDUCATION 
is sponsored by the Jewish Peoples Fraternal 
Order, according to Confidential Informant T-30. 

THE COUNCIL ON AFRICAN AFFAIRS - Cited by the 
Attorney General as within the President* s 
Executive Order 10450. 

"DAILY WORKER” - An East Coast daily Communist 
newspaper. 

FOR. A LASTING PEACE. FOR A PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY" 

JMtLl - The organ of the Information Bureau of 
the Communist and Workers Parties (Cominform), 
Bucharest, Rumania. 

"FREEDOM" - T-25 has stated that the Editorial 
Board of Freedom is composed of Communist Party 
members and sympathizers. 
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THE "GBRMAN'-AMSRICAN " newspaper is a German - 
language semi-monthly newspaper published in 
the New York City which follows the Communist 
Party line, according to Confidential Informant 

T-l. 

THE “GREEK- AMERICAN -TRIBUNE” - A weekly newspaper 
published in tfew York City and is the Greek organ 
of the Communist Party, USA, according to Confid- 
ential Informant T-27. 

IMPORTED PUBLIC/ T IONS AND PRODUCTS, INC . - 
Identified by T-l as being sot up by the Communist 
Party and is run by MARGARET KRUMBEIN, a charter 
member of the Communist Party and widow of CHARLES 
KRUMBEIN, Treasurer, CP, USA. 

THE INTERNATION/ L WORKERS ORDER - Cited by the 
Attorney ' General 'as within the President's 
Executive Order 101(50. 

THE JEFFERSON SCHOOL OP SOCI/L SCIENCE - Cited 
by the Attorney' General as withih the President ' s 
Executive Order 101*50. 

“JEWISH LIFE” - According to the California 
Committee on Un-American Activities Report, 

191*8, Page 1*9 and 225 i "JEWISH LIFE" Is "among 
the typical examples of the Communist press and 
publications published by the 'Morning Freiheit'." 

THE. JEWISH MUSIC ALLX/NCE is part of the Jewish 
cultural, progressive movement which is being 
carried out by the Yiddisher Kultur Farband, 
the Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order and other 
Jewish "mass" organizations, under the leadership 
of the National Jewish Commission, Communist Party, 
USA, according to Confidential Informant T-l*. 

THE JEWISH PEOPLES FRATBRN/L ORDER - Cited by 
the Attorney General as within the President's 
Executive Order 101*50* 
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LABOR YOUTH LEAGUE (LYL) - Cited by the Attorney 
General of the United States as coming with tho 
Presidents Executive Order 10450. 

"MASSES AND MAINSTREAM" - A Marxist Cultural 
monthly published by "Communis ts according to 
Confidential Informant T-l. 

"MORNING FREIHKIT" - The "Worker", January 9, 

1944, Section 2, page 3, contained an article 
by WILLIAM Z. FOSTER, Chairman of the Communist 
Party, USA, in which he stated that the "Morning 
Preiheit" is one of the many papers either owned 
or supported by the Communist’ Party ♦ 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE ARTS, SCIENCES AND 
PROFESSIONS (NCASP) - Cited as a Communist Front 
organization by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities, Report Number 1954 t dated April 4> 

1949. 

NATIONAL FARMERS UNION - Confidential Informant 
T-l 3 advised that only two branches of the National 
Farmers Union (Iowa and New Jersey) were controlled 
by the Communist Party, but that Its East ern Divi- 
sion comprising New Jersey, in its policy and 
organization, is completely managed by the Communist 
Party. 

NATIONAL NEGRO LABOR COUNCIL - ACommunist Party 
Negro Front Organization according to T-19. 

NATURE FRIENDS OF AMERICA - Cited by the Attorney 
General as within the President's Executive Order 
10450. 

"NEW CHALLENGE" - Official monthly publication 
of the LYL according to T-34* 


! 


NEW PLAYWRIGHTS - A Communist Front according 
to Confidential Informant T-38, 

NSW YORK LABOR CONFERENCE FOR PEACE - According 
to the "baily WorkerS May 2, 1950, page 5, 
column 1, the New York Labor Conference for Peace 
was formed as an affiliate of the National Labor 
Conference for Peace, which organization, according 
to T-64> who reported on November 28, 1949# was 
Communist instigated and dominated, 

flpARTY VOICE" - A monthly pamphlet published 
by the Mew York State Communist Party r the first 
issue being dated March 1953* Its stated purpose 
is to serve the membership and leadership, as a 
medium for the expression of opinion and inter- 
change of experience > and as a live Party organizer 
and educator, 

TH E UNITED COMMITTEE OF JEWISH SOCIETIES AND 
iXNDSMMSH^FT FEDERATIONS serves as a central 
or coordinating committee and is composed of 
various national Jewish organizations and trade 
unions and follows the Communist Party line 
according to Confidential Informant T-Jj., 

"VETS VOICE** - A monthly publication of AVP 
which is documented hereinbefore. 

THE WOMEN *S INTERN/ TIONAL DEMOCRATIC FEDERATION - 
Confidential Informant T-61 has advised that this 
organization is completely dominated by the 
Communist movement; 

"THE WORKER" - Sunday edition of the "Daily 
WokKfeR", described hereinbefore, 

WORKERS BOOKSHOP - T-l identified this as a 

book and pamphle t selling branch of the Communist 

Party. 


WORLD CONGRESS OF WOMEN - Confidential Informant 
^-62 has advised in hay, 1951 that this organiza- 
tion is ah instrument of Soviet foreign policy* 

THE YIDDISBSR KULTUR - FARE AND has been cited by 
the Attorney General as with the Presidents 
Executive Order 101*50. 

YOUNG PROGRESSIVES OF AMERICA - Confidential 
Informant T-l advised that while the Young 
Progressives of America is not a Communist domin- 
ated organization it receives, support from the 
Communist Party and consists of both Communist 
and non-Communlst youth. 

"YOUTH REVIEW" - Considered by the Labor Youth 
League to be the official organ of the Labor 
Youth League according to, T-34* 
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HE: MEMBERSHIP 

(Bufile 100-3-69) 

(New York file 100-80638) 

This section was prepared by SA JOSEPH V. WATERS, 
Membership Of District Number 2 

The current estimated membership of the Communist 
Party in District 2, which comprises New York State; is 12,000# 

The current estimated membership in the area of New 
York State covered by the New York Division is 11,629, 

Confidential Informant T-5 has advised that BETTY 
GANNETT, National Educational Director of the CP-USA has said 
recently that recruiting for the Party has been at a standstill 
for the last few years, and that most of the recruits gained 
since 194.6 have dropped out. According to the informant she 
complained that Party leadership had grown old and the young 
leadership that would normally take its place has not developed. 
GANNETT also expressed the thought that those members of the 
Party in leadership positions who had been "isolated" as a 
reserve and those assigned to underground work should be 
engaged in the everyday activities of the Party. 

Confidential Informant T-5 has learned that up until 
March of 1953 only five per cent of the Negro members of *the 
Party in New York State had voluntarily reregistered for 1953* 

Confidential Informant T-2 has made available the 
March, 1953 Issue of "Party Voice" in which there appears an 
article by DEE AMISTAD, riot otherwise identified, entitled 
"For A Marxist-Deninist Policy On Party Organization". An 
introductory note states that his article is based on a report 
to the recent conference of the New York State Communist Party. 
It also stated that the article should be" discussed by the 
entire membership and used as a guide to work. 
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A portion of AMISTAD’S article is headed "Lessons Of 
1952 Regis t ration"# In substance the article sets out that in tho 
195*2 registration District 2 achieved a result of 92.8 per cent. 
This figure was broken down to indicate that Queens County achieved 
105*3 per cent. Kings County 96*6 per cent, Midt own 91.1 per cent, 
and Bronx County 87*6 per cent. 

It is to bo noted that the "Midtown” area referred to 
might indicate a project such as industrial concentration or some 
special grouping. 

The article went on to note that the North West and 
North East Sub Districts as well as Westchester County foil 
considerably below the average in the registration, but no 
percentages were given. The statement was made that there has been 
a decrease in the percentage of fluctuation of membership strength. 

This statement might indicate that the strength of the 
Party is presently stagnant, with no recruits being gained, and 
no loss taking place among the hard core membership. The article 
declared that several hundred new members were obtained in 1952, 
but the complaint was made that at least ton per cent of these 
were recruited through the Distributive Trades Section* 

Referring to industrial workers, /MISTAD said that thore 
has been a decline in the total number of such raombors, but he 
noted that thero had been an increase of 39 per cent in the 
relative strength within the membership of this class of worker. 

He said that this figure appeared to be an improvement over tho 
31 per cent which was achieved in 1914.9*. Ho mentioned that figures 
for 1950 and 1951 on this phase of membership wore not available 
to the Communist Party. 

As to the availability of the membership for registration 
he said that 85 per cent had been reached' withiii one month while 
the remaining 15 per cent could not be reached during that period. - 
He described this portion as those who did not pay duos, attond 
club meetings, or engage in Party activity. 



NY 100-26603 

AMISTAD pointed out that Negro membership had reached 
its lowost point since 1937 and the loss in Negro membership 
that had taken place in 1949 and 1950 had not been made good* 

As to the situation in the National Groups field, 
AMISTAD declared that a serious liquidation was taking place and 
he urged that the State Leadership organize on a whole series of 
fronts and that a National Groups Commission be established* . 

He went on to point out with reference to the length 
of time members have been in the Party that lj.3 per cent are 
members of loss than ten years standing, while 60 per cent of 
the membership was between the ages of 35 and 45 ♦ He regarded 
this as a reflection of an impermissible state of the work among 
youth, but he wont on to say that tho Labor Youth Loague had 
achieved results tending to offset the low membership of youth 
in the Party. 
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RE: MEMBERSHIP 

(Bufile 100-3-69) 

(Now York file 100-80638) 
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This section was prepared by SA JOSEPH V. WATERS. ~ 

y{ ( 

. w j The membership ..of the Communist Party in District 2 / 

is being estimated at 12,000, with the membership for that 
ar !? D Jstrict cover ®^ b y the New York Division being T JL, 

estimated at 11,629. The difference is represented by 

A?^no 1S L™5? membership within the Albany Division estimated//-^ £>f 
5 C ordi ^f fc ? Albany letter to New York dated June 30, 

?* or 162 members by the Buffalo Division 

as stated in its letter to New York dated June 27, 1953. 

_■ , . ^ the past the New York Office has estimated Communist 

Party membership in District 2 by taking the Bureau's estSte 
of Communist Party membership for all districts other than 
and then computing that that figure represented 
n? , COn \u f tilG total membership. The membership of 
District 2 was then computed as 47*4*75 per cent of the entire 
membership. This computation was utilized because Confidential 
Informant T-40, on March 30, 1951, furnished a document con- 
formal? apparently representing statistics 

for all Communist party Districts and the percentages mentioned 

harbJnMf^?^^ fr01u thoso statistics. Such computation 
ratio prevailoS aftirmrof 30^X9lK ef **“* th ° S8m0 approxtaato 

IS-C" advip\^t^ 

SSSESS :1oS|enl^o! ield ° fri00S f0P dl3t?iCtS 


.... By * he , uso of the computation explained above a • 
hfl?nS l?? 5 L'7g 0f 11 ’ 2 ^ district 2 is indicated, this 

of 23 684 S ' ^ per cenfc of a Posaible nation wide total 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE Cont'd 

Confidential Informant T-5 has advised on Juno 19, 1953# 
that he* has no current or past information as to Communist Party 
membership either in District 2 or in the United States, but ho 
could say that the District 2 membership comprises approximately 
50 per cent of the total Communist Party membership, and this 
ratio has not varied in recent timos* This informant also said 
that all statements made today within the Communist Party concerning 
membership are given in percentages rather than in figures. He 
said that at one time the Party published exact figures, and that 
it would be possible for a computation to be made if figures for 
a given year were known. T-5 wont on to say that it is almost 
impossible today to compute Party membership and oven figures 
on dues payments cannot be a measure of membership. He said there 
are possibly a few in the organisation who have such figures, 
and that they only have approximate figures. He noted that the 
Communist Party has accomplished little recruiting since 1947 or 
1948, and the few recruited since that time have largely dropped 
out. 

This same informant has advised that he had learned 
that BETTY GANNETT, National Educational Director, had stated 
that recruiting has been at a standstill in the last few years* 

Confidential Informant T-38 has advised that in recent 
years he has heard no figure mentioned concerning the total 
membership of the Communist Party in District 2. Hb said that tho " 
only time figures have been mentioned was when tho FBI publicized 
its estimated membership figures* On tho most recent such occasion 
recallod by the informant, April 1953* he hoard such a figure 
discussed in the Offices of tho ’’Daily Worker” and heard the 
statement made that the figure was nearly corroct. 

With reference to tho ratio of membership in District 2 
to that of the entire country, T-38 rocalled that the Communist 
Party, in about 1945/ had some 40,000 members of which number 
less than half wore members of District 2, He then estimated that 
there are now some 30/000 members in the CP-USA, but this 
estimate would include not only hard core members, but others 
who have not, for one reason or another, paid dues, and those 
are not members in good standing* It was the opinion of this 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE Cont‘d 


informant that thoro are approximately 12,000 members in 
District 2, 11,000 in the New York City area, and 1,000 in 
Upstate New York* 

Confidential Informant T-13 has estimated that there 
are 12,000 to 15,000 members in District 2* 

Confidential Informant T-l* has reported that at a 
Bronx County Club mooting EVELYN STRAUS expressed the belief that 
the membership in District 2 is 10,000 to 12,000 at the most* 
EVELYN STRAUS is the wife of LEON STRAUS, the Executive Secretary 
Joint Board', Pur Dressers and Dyers, International Pur and 
Leather Workers Union, and chairman of the United May Day 
Committee in 1953, which organization organized the May Day Parade 
in New York* 

Confidential Informant T-39 has advised that he has 
no information as to the current membership of the Communist party, 
but in 1950 the current dues paying members numbered approximately 
20,000. He expressed the belief that District 2, as of 1950 had 
slightly less than half the registered Communist Party membership 
in the nation. 

Confidential Informant T-7 estimated that the membership 
of the Communist Party in New York City and in the suburban 
counties of Westchester, Nassau and Suffolk has approximately 
15,200, noting that the most accurato figure ho had making up this 
total was for Bronx County. Ho believed that the figure of 
15,200 represents 65 to 70 per cent of the membership in Now York 
State, which he estimated at 20,000 to 23,000. He further said 
that it was his belief that the Now York State membership is 
'* 55 to 65 per cent of the entire CP-USA membership, which he said 
ho believed to bo 30,000 to 35,000* 

It is to be noted that the figure of 55 per cent, as 
applied to his estimate of 23,000 for the State of New York 
would indicate a possible total of over lj.1,000 for the national 
membership* 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE Cont*d 

Confidential Informant T-12 has advised that while 
ho has no current estimate of Communist Party membership, the 
last figure he knew was for 1945 when tho membership was 
approximately 62,000 with tho New York State membership being 
25,000. 

In this connection it is to be noted that in 1945 
EARL BROWDER, then President of the Communist Political Associa- 
tion, claimed a membership of 80,000, while HENRY WINSTON, in 
the middle of tho same year claimed 52,800. 

Confidential Informant T-40 In 1946 furnished a 
national membership figure of 51,813. 

Confidential Informant T-l said that tho last 
national membership figure he knows is for 1948 when it was 

60.000 and District 2 would have boen approximately one half 
that figure. He pointed out that it had boon the regular 
experience of the Communist Party that about one half its 
membership is- located in tho State of Now York, with tho greatest 
concentration of membership in tho New York City area. 

Confidential Informant T-66 has reported that ho 
learned a short time before January 2?, 1953 from MERCEDES 
ARROYO, a member of the New York State Committee of the 
Communist Party, that the Party then had no more than 20,000 
members in the United States, contrasting this figure with the 

80.000 members it had during the time of EARL BROWDER* 

Confidential Informant T-4o has furnished a mimeo- 
graphed communication dated November 20, 1942, signed by the 
Communist Party National Committee and addressed to all district; 
The communication had to do with a subscription drive of tho 
"Daily Worker". In this communication the statement was made 
that the Party then had a membership of 30,000 outside Now York 
State. It may be pointed out that Confidential Informant T-13 
has, in the past, estimated tho 1942 membership of tho entire 
Party at 60,000 thus indicating that District 2, even at that 
time, claimed half tho Party*s members. 
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In tho light of the foregoing information the 
membership of the Communist Party in District 2, Now York 
State, is being estimated at 12,900 with the membership 
claimed by the Albany and Buffalo Offices, 371 members, 
being subtracted from the 12,000 to arrive at 11,629 as 
tho estimate of the membership within the territory of the 
New York Division# 


NY 100-26603 



ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


INFORMANTS 

Identity of 
Source 




T-2 


Date of Activity Date Agent to Whom 

and/or Received Furnished 

Description of 

Information . 


For documentary 
purposes 

Imported Publications 
and Products 

Workers Bookshop, "Masses 
and Mainstream'* 

"German-American" newspaper, 
and Young Progressives of America 
1914-8 membership In CP, USA and 
ratio of CP membership in 
District 2 6/30/J3 


JOSEPH V, WATERS 


burnished March, 

1953 "Party Voice" 4/22/53 
underground 
operations Modus 
Operandi 4/15/53 

Method of coll- 
ection of CP Dues 4/30/53 
Sec Measures-CP 
Vigilance 4/l5,2 2, 

30/53 

" 6/5/53 


Sec Measures-DW 
Subscriptions 
CP meeting in 
Long Island on 
5/29/53 


3/25/53 

6/5/53 


RICHARD H. BLASSER 

RICHARD H. BLASSER 
RICHARD- H,* BUSSER 
RICHARD H. BLASSER 
RICHARD H* BLASSER 
RICHARD H. BUSSER 

RICHARD H. BUSSER 
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INFORMANTS 

Identity of 
Source 

T-2 rCont »di 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - Continued 


Continued 

Date of Activity 

and/or Description of Date . Agent to whom 
Information Rebeived Furnished 


Concentration in shops, 4/20/53 RICHARD BLASSER 
in Queens County, N*Y; 

Distribution of CP : . 5/29/53 RICHARD H. BLASSER 
leaflets outside Pheips- 
Dodge Refinery is Queens 
County 

Furnished Industrial S/20/53 RICHARD H« BLASSER 
Concentration leaflet 
issued by Queens, County 
CP 

Picketing of Chancellor 

Adovauer 4/7/53 4/3/53 RICHARD H. BLASSER 


"Party Voice"-Vol 1, 

,#2 

"Daily Worker" and "The 
Worker" Subscription 
Campaign Failure 
CP support of "DW" . 
Subscription Campaign 

Funds for May Day 
Info re Parkchester 
Case 

Sec. Measures -CP 
Vigelance 


5/11/53 JOHN W. DOOLEY 


5/14/53 JOHN W. DOOLEY 


5/11/53 JOHN W. DOOLEY 

b/^4/53 JOHN W. DOOLEY 

5/11/53 JOHN W. DOOLEY 

6/15/53 JOHN W. DOOLEY 

& 4/14/53 
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INFORMANTS - Continued 


Identity of 
Source , 



T-5 

CG 5824-S 


Date of Activity 

and/or Description of Date .Agent to Whom 
Information ± Received Furnished 


CP Support of "The 5/4/53 JOHN. W« DOOLEY 

WORKER’’ and "DAILY 
WORKER" subscription 

Campaign 

Info re Parkchester 5/4/53 JOHN W. DOOLEY 

Case 

10th Anniversary Cele- 4/27/53 JOHN W. DOOLEY 

bratlon of tHe Warsaw 

Ghetto uprising 

Documentation of the 

United Committee of 

Jewish Socie ties. and 

Landsmanshaft Federations 

Documentation of the Jewish 

Music Alliance 


Information on CP member- 
ship in District 2 4/14/53 JOHN W. DOOLEY 

Information re JPFO 6/10/53 DAMON W. PITCHER 


Underground Operations 

Conflict between 5/22/53 SA CARL N. FREYMAN 

Underground and open 
Party leaders 
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INFORMANTS - 

Continued 

- 


Identity of 
Source 

Date of Activity 
and/or Description of 
Information 

Date 

Received 

Agent to Whom 
Furnished 

T-5 Cont'd 
CG 5824-S 

Underground operations 5/22/53 
Operational Difficulties 

' SA CARD N. FREY MAN 


Underground Operations 
Party Discipline 


SA CARL N«, FREYMAN 


Underground Operations 4/13/53 
Fugitives 

SA CARL, N. FREYMAN, 

- 

Underground Operations 
General 

V13/53 

SA CARL. N. FREYMAN 


"Party Voice" dated 
5/35/53 

6/16/53 

SA CARL N. FREYMAN 


Info re Camp Unity 

VS/53 

SA CARL N. FREYMAN 

' 

Present status of 
CP recruiting 

5/22/53 

SA CARL N', FREYMAN 


Information re re- 
registration of 
Negroes in N.Y« 
State 

3/30/53 ‘ 

SA CARL N, FREYMAN, 


Factionalist Tendency 
within CP USA 


SA CARL N. FREYMAN 

- 

Sec, Measures-Attend- 
ance at Meetings; 

Use of "Self Educa- 
tion" Courses; Weak- 
nesses in Party. 

5/22/53 

SA CARL N. FREYMAN 
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INFORMANTS - 

Identity of 
So urce 

T-5 Cont«d 

OS 5824-s 

, 
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ADMIN I STRA TI VB PAGE - Continued 
Continued 


Date of Activity 

and/or Description of Date Agent to Whom 

Information ■ - Received Furnished 


Physical condition 5/1/53 SA CARL N. FREYMAN, 
of ALBERT FRANCIS 
LANNON. - 

GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY'S 4/13/53 SA CARL N. FREYMAN 

views on CP & "Peace" ' ■> 

work; ' . * 


Underground Operations 
Operational Difficulties 

encountered ' 5/21/53 SA DAVID P. HURLEY 

Underground Operations: 5/21/53 SA DAVID P*. HURLEY 

Modus Operand! 5/12/53 


Underground Operations: 

Communications 5/12/53 ,SA -DAVID P. HURLEY 

Underground Operations; 

Funds 3/18/53 ALEXANDER C; * 

BURLINSON 

Security Measures-Use 5/12/53 DAVID P. HURLEY 

of Couriers 


Underground Ope rations: 5/5/53 JOSEPH A. CULLEN 
Operational Difficulties 

Underground Operations: 4/28/53 JOSEPH A. CULLEN 
Modus Operand! 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - Continued 


INFORMANTS - Continued 


entity of 
S*,UTCO. 

Date of Activity 

and/or Description of Date 

Information Received 

Agent to Whom 
Furnished 

T-7 

T-8 

NY-822-S* 

Estimates of CP 6/1 /53 

membership in 
District 2 and USA 

Underground Operations 
Modus Ope rand i 5/5/53 

Underground Operations: 
Communications 5/5/53 

Security Measures- 5/5/53 

Use of Phones 

JOHN W. DOOLEY and 
JAMES N. ' JULIANA 

* 

T-9 

Physical Surveillance 5/6/53 

HENRY C. RUDA 

- 

EDWIN H. EILERS 

T-10 

Underground Operations: 4/20/53 
Modus Operand! 

THOMAS F, HANNIGAN 

T-ll 

Physical Surveillances April 

1953 

SPECIAL AGENTS 
New York Division 

T-12 

- 

- 

NY 694- S 

Underground Operations 4/13/53 
Communist Fugitives 

CARL N • . FREYMAN 
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Identity © f 
Source 


T-12 Contra 
NT-69U--S 

2=11 


Mk 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE * Continued* 


Continued 



Date of Activity 
ana/or 

Description of 
Information 

Date 

Received 

Agent to Whom 
Furnished 


1945 membership 
in CP in USA and 
District 2 

6/8/53 

ALEXANDER C. 
BURLINSON 

Underground 
Operations General 

4/9/53 


Estimate of CP 
membership in 
District #2 

7/1/53 


Security Measures- 
CP Vigilance 

11/3/52 , 


Documentation, 
National Farmers 
Union 



Draft Resolution 
effect on ALP 

5/20/53 

JOHN W, DOOLEY 

Info re U.N* 
organization 

December 

1952 

JOHN J. KEARNEY 


(anonymity 

requested) 



* 


. * » “* 
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INFORMANTS - Continued 

Date of Activity 

Puin&ity. of and/or Description of Date Agent to Whom 

Source . Information . Received Furnished 

2 = 1 $ 

| Information re 

I a former UN employees 
potential source 
of Information at 


May & 
June 

1953 


SIMON TULLAI 
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Made available bank 
statements and can- 
celled checks for 
the amount of the 
N.Y. State CP 


t - i? 


Information re Bank 
Account, Queens 
£nunty CP 


5/1/53 

6/1/53 

7/1/53 


SA WILLIAM T. COOK 


6/30/53 SA RICHARD H. 
BLASSER 



Information concerning the 
bank account of the 5/1/53 

N.Y. County C.P. 6/3/53 

7/2/53 


SA WILLIAM T. COOK 
SA WILLIAM T. COOK 
SA WILLIAM T. COOK 


GNYNLC membership 6/1/53 RICHARD H. BLASSER 
Drive re 4/4/53 4/4/53 RICHARD H. BLASSER 
May Day Conference 
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INFORMANTS - 
of 

Sol r so 

T-1Q Cont «d 


Tv2G 

T-21 

T-22 

Ts21 

T-2k 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - Continued 
Continued 

Date of Activity 

and/or Description of Date Agent to Whom 

Information ■ - Received Furnished . 


Information concern- 4/21/53 RICHARD H. BLASSER 
ing "North Star Players 

CP mobilizes forces to 3/24/53 RICHARD H. BLASSER 
infiltrate church groups 

. Documentation of National 
Negro Labor Council 


Cominfi.l NAACP 4/30/5 3 Philadelphia 

Office 


CP concern with Negro 5/5/53 New York Office 
testimony 


Meeting of CP Negro 
Leaders 


5/6/53 Philadelphia 
Office 


Meeting of CP Negro 5/13-/53 New Haven Office 
Commission 


Information re: ; 

Nature Friends of 4/30; „ 

America 6/16/53 HENRICH VON 

ECKARDT 
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INFORMANTS * 

I Entity of 
Sc- rce 


T -?6 


T-28 

T-PQ 

T-3f> 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - Continued 
Continued 


Date of Activity 
and/or Description of 
Information 

Date 

Received 

Agent to Whom 
Furnished 

Information re: 
Nature Friends of 
America 

6/18/53 

HEINRICH VON 
ECKARDT 

”German-Amer i can" 
newspaper 

6/4/53 

DONALD P. ADAMS 

Information and 6/16/53 

documentation 

of the ”Greek-Araerican 

Tribune” and the Council 

of Greek Americans 

CHRISTOPHER 

PAPPIANOU 

Information concerning 
Greek Sanitoriura 
"AMPHISSA” 

5/7/53 

CHRISTOPHER 

PAPPIANOH 

Information concerning 6/2l*/53 
the International Workers 
Order 

DAMON W. PITCHER 

’’Ridgefield Resort” 
Documentation of the 

6/25/53 

DAMON W, PITCHER 


Committee for Progressive 
Jewish Education 
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IIIPORMAltTS - 

Identity* of 

Source 

T-31 

Confidential 

Informant 


T-32 




T-.3L 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - Continued 

“"7 " r ' C'V 1 T \ 

Continued 

Date of Activity Date Agent t©;Whom 

and/or Received Furnished 

Description of 
< x. Information "< ^ 


Club of 
Yugoslav- 
American 
Friendship 


4AS/53 NICHOLAS J. 

MlSTROVrCH . 
RAYMOND F* &ALL 


r 


Meeting of Club 
of Jugoslav- 
/one.*- lean 


Fri >hdship on 

4/24/S3 


4/30/53 NICHOLAS J» 
MASTROVICH 
JAMES M* 
ANDERSON 


Security Measures- 5/26/53 JOHN W* DOOLEY 
caution in con- 
vocation 

Status of , , 

SAMUEL JAFFE 4/28/53 JOHN W. DOOLEY 


Documentation of 
"New Challenge** 
and "Youth Review*’ 

Labor Youth League 5/8/53 
activities in and 

Now York area 6/29/53 

Instructions to 

LYL member’s to 

attohd Jofferson 

School of Social 

Science 7/8/53 


HERBERT K* 
STALLINGS* 


HERBERT K. 
STALLINGS 
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INFORMANTS < 

XdontAty of 
Source 


T-35 

T-36 


T~37 

Former* 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - Continued' 

Continued 

Date of Activity. Date Agent to' Whom 

and/or Received Furnished 

Description of 

Information - . . 


Puorto Rican 
activities 

6/1/53 

ROBERT' ffc STONER 

Hay. 1953 issue 
of "Vets Voice’*' 

5A/53 

JOHN 3* -FEEHEIEY 

Loaflot-Pacfc 
Shoot on April,, 
1953 issue of 
"Vets Voice" 

5/18/53 

JOHN J. FEEHELEY 

Documentation of 
American Veterans 
for Peace 



Documentation of 
Now Playwrights 
Socurity moasures- 
use of couriers 
Data on CP 
membership 

4/2/53 

6/3/53 

* 

Socurity moasures- 
use of couriers 

6/9/53 

* 

ALEXANDER C. 
BUREINSON 

Data on CP 

6/8/53 

ALEXANDER C* 


momborship BURLINSON 
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INFORMANTS - 

Identity of 
Source 


1 =M 


T-kl 


informant 
of the NYO 

T-li2 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - Continued 


Continued 

Date of Activity Date Agent to* Whom 

and/or Received Furnished 

Description of 
Information 


Furnished nows 
roleaso of NY 
State CP dated 

6/18/53 

6/18/53 

EVERETT K. DEANE 

Furnished March, 
1953 issue of 
"Party Voice" 


EVERETT K. DEANE 

Documentation of 
HARRY GOTTLIEB 



Document reflecting 
CP, USA membership 
data 

3 / 30/51 

EVERETT K, DEANE 

National Committee 
letter dated 

n/20/42 

6 / 3/53 

EVERETT K. DEANE 

Activities of 
Young Progressives 
of America in 
New, York area 

6 / 29/53 

HERBERT K. STALLINGS 

Leaflet-Fact Sheet 
on April issue of 
"Vets Voice" 

5/18/53 

JOHN J. FEEHELEY 

May issue of 
"Vets Voice" 

5A/53 

JOHN Jv. FEEHELEY 
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INFORM. .NTS - 

Identity of 
Soured 


T-ln 

T-hli 


T-U.6 


(requested) 
T-li7 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - Continued 


Continued 



Date of Activity 
and/ or 

Description of 
Information 

Date 

Received 

Agent to Whom 
Furnished 


Documentation of 
MORRIS CARNOVSKY 

Documentation of 
SERGE HOVEY 

Documentation of 
HOWARD DA SILVA 

}. ( a VI 0 A*. On of 

LESTER COLE 


Documentation of 
JOHN HOWARD 
LAWSON 


Documentation of 
ARNOLD PERL 


Documentation of 
KAREN HORLEY 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - Continued 
INFORMANTS - Continued 


Identity of Date of Activity Date 

Source and/or Received 

Description of 
Information 


T-ii8 


of NY Office 


Meeting of 
NYASP to protect * 
VELDE Committee 
hearings 


5/11/53 



Xs22 


Documentation of 
ANTON REPREGIER 

Activities at 6/17/53 

Jefferson School 
of Social Science 

Furnished form 6/3/53 

letter entitled 
“Call for the 
- World Congress 
of Women" 

Furnished 4/l5/£3 

advertising 
brochure of 
"SHOLOM ALBICHEM* 

n 

Security measures* ‘/V5J 

membership 

applications 

Security measures* 6 / 8 / 5 ; 
use of couriers 


Agent to Whom 
Furnished 


WILFRED R. 
SCHLARMVN 


CHARLES S, 
E1RDING 


DAMON W. PITCHER 


DAMON Wi PITCHER 


mh\ R* J* KIRST 


* \ 

EDWARD KIRBY 




% 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - Continued 
INFORMANTS - Continued 


Identity of - Date of Activity Date 
Source and/or ‘ Received 

Description of 

Information . 




Security measures-. 4/23/53 
CP vigilance 


T-54 

SAC letter 
$3-28 dated 
4/21/53 

2=55 , 


T-56 

NY-693-S* 


T-^7 


Socurity measures- 4/21/53 
detection of 1 * 

informants 


Socurity measures- 4/9/53 
miscellaneous ' 


Information 
regarding CP 
personnel 


U/i/53 

through 

6/30/53 


Extent of CP 5/19/53 

activity at 

268 Seventh Avo., 

NYC 


T-$ft 


CP members 
instructed to 
join church 
groups 


3/27/53 


Agent to Whom 
Furnished 


San Francisco 
Office 


Boston Office 


EVERETT K. DEANE 


RICR'.RD H. BLASSER 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - Continued 
INFORMANTS - Continued 

Identity of Date of Activity Date Agent to Whom 

Source and/or Received Furnished 

Description of 

■ Information . .. 



> 


CP instructions 
to infiltrate 
religious groups, 
otc* 

Documentation of 
American Women 
for Peace 


T-61 


Documentation of 
the Women's 
International 
Democratic 
Federation 


T-62 


Documentation of 
World Congress 
of Women 


T-63 Documentation of 

LOUIS F. ALBERT E. KAHN 

BUDENZ 

Documentation of 
ROBERT GWATHMEY 


S/12/53 


t 


-i 


FRANCIS V. 
GARDNER 


b7D 


Documentation of 
PHILIP EVERG00D 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - Continued 


INFORMANTS 

Identity of 
Source 

/ if 1 J 1 * - V 1 

• Continued 

Date of Activity 
and/or 

Description of 
Information 

Date 

Received 

Agent to Whom 
Furnished 

T-6h 

Documentation of 
National Labor 
Conforonco for 




Peace 



T-65 

Picket line, 

- Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria; NYC 

4/8/53 

THORNTON M. WOOD 

T -.66 ^ 

Information on 
CP, USA membership 

1/27/53 

- 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Copies of this report have been designated for the 
Albany, Buffalo and Newark Offices for Informational purposes 
In view of their interest in the activities taking place in 
District Number 2. 

LEAD 

NEW YORK V * ' 

NewYork, New York 

Will follow and report pertinent activities of. 
District Number 2, CP, USA, for the quarterly period Juiy 1 
to September 30, 1953* 

k 

REFERENCE 


Report of SA JOSEPH V, WATERS, 4/17/53, New York. 
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Form kcv t 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


REPORT MADE AT 

NEW YORK 


NEW YORK 


DATE WHEN 
MADE 


7A&/53 


PE 

4/1- 


PERIOD rOR WHICH MADE I REPORT MADE BY 


1-7/15/53 


* COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 


JOSEPH V. WATERS 


CHARACTER OF CASS 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


SYNOPSIS OF FAC 
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( fl V QUARTERLY PERIOD 

Y APRIL 1, THROUGH JUNE 30, 1953 

Aj^Thlrteon convicted CP loaders granted until 
u ^lQ/1/53 to file record on appeal with Circuit 
1 \ Coui\t of Appeals • They have been denied general 
\ permission to travel outside SDNY. BETTY GANNETT, 
H National Educational Director, reported as 
3 saying Vecrui ting has been at standstill last 

1 few years and most recruits since 1946 have 
t dropped lout. National Committee in DW of 5/24/53 
appealed for tf25>000 defense fund* Rierto Rican 
CP members in NYC to be assessed monthly for 
benofitjof Puerto Rican CP, Party continues 
to emphasize Party vigilance and disciplinary 
measures to be taken for violation thereof,- 
A Count err- surveillance techniques and detection 
x of informants and use of couriers being stressed, 
\\ Decisions' of Underground leaders have taken 
, ^ precedence over the open Party leadership on 
\ Par t^f line and policy. The Party is concerned 
\1 v that/a large number of its reserve leadership 
rAf is pa the underground and is prevented from 
w participating in the operational organization 
A of the Party duo to regulations governing 
U underground activities. High ranking CP official 
/reported dissatisfied with current line of CP; 

/ also that certain members are dissatisfied with 
present leadership. Peace still chief issue 
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of Party in international affairs and truce 
in Korea is main objective, US efforts to 
achieve a united Germany opposed* 19 former 
UN employees discharged as disloyal to US 
as host country, seeking funds for appeal# 

DW calls on US workers to save UN from US 
efforts to block Korea truce# Puerto Rican 
issue made subject of two courses in spring 
term of Jefferson School of Social Science# 

CP to seek political power through labor, 
both inside and outside the two major parties# 
Campaign for repeal of MC CARR AN- W. .LTESR Act, 

SMITH Act and TAFT- HARTLEY Act continued# 

CP National Committee denounced scheduled 
execution of RQSENBERGS and executive clemency 
sought* 'EISENHOWER administration attacked for 
its tax policies# Tactics of Congressional 
Committees attacked and suggestions made for 
turning anger against Sen* MC CARTIIY into move 
to stop him# **mnes ty for SMITH Act defendants 
sought# Industrial concentration by building 
CP among factory workers sought, with shop 
club as primary Party unit; united front to 
be developed through unity of working class, 

Negro and democratic forces# CP to fight for 
’’organic unity” in labor movement by showing 
need for such unity of labor to better with- 
stand imperialist rose tion# .*morican Votorans 
for Peace staged National Art Show in NYC in 
April, with 55 works by 25 artists, with peace 
as theme* “Vot* s' Voice” of AVP banned by Post 
Office under regulation against ’’Sedition and 
Treasonable Matter”* National Education Depart- 
ment of CP published "Stalin* s Thought Illuminatos 
Problems of Negro Freedom Struggle" as last word 
on Negro Question, calling: for Nogro ropublic 
in South# CP seeking to mobilize Nogro people 

COPIES CONTINUED . 


1 - 2nd OSI District, USAF (RM) 
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on behalf* of its peace campaign. Lcb or Youth 
League took largo pert in campaign to Save 
ROSENBERGS* "Now Challenge H by LYL charged 
-♦Ministration is opposed to world conference 
for poaco* Women* s International Democratic 
Federation urged clemency for ROSENBERGS on 
behalf of women of 65 countries. World Congress 
of 'Women held: at Copenhagen, Denmark to advance 
the women* s movement in defense of children, 
homes and peace* CP sees conditions worsoning 
in agriculture with crisis expected and farmers 
must bo influenced through infiltration of 
existing farm organizations* JOHN HOWARD LAWSON 
in "Masses and Mainstream" writes that cultural 
loaders hdvo failed" to build mass campaign 
against Son* MC &.RTHY and Congressional Committees 
who are ohgagod in witch hunting* Ho calls on' 
writers, artists and'sclentists to spook out 
for poaco*" Establishment of National Groups 
Commission urgod* , Polish -hribassador spoke at 
commemoration of Warsaw -uprising and declared 
eddxis tonco of capitalism and Commanisra possible* 

CP reported to have instructed mombors to .join 
churches and other ^oups "on the outside" to 
stimulate .aggressive! thinking oh such issues as 
peace; and T..Hrtt;RTLEf and MC C-.RRaN Laws* 

Negro Affairs Qaartorly" begins publication, 
with PETTIS PERRY, National *>ocrotary of National 
Negro Commission as editor*, CAMERON and KOHN, 
lac., to publish inexpensive bobks and to operate 
Book" Club* ' "Daily “ Worker ".opened .fund arid 
subscript ion, drive for *100 >000 did 19>000 "Worker" 
^hd 3000 "Daily Worker"" subscriptions. .Jefferson 
Social Science bjppbsos ’ efforts, to havo it 
rpgistorbd with ^bversivo Activities Control Board 
undpr MC CARRJlN .Act arid is rdisihg v25>000 defense 
- fund. ' 
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DETAILS: 


This is a joint report covering pertinent activities 
of the Communist Party, USA (CP, USA), during the quarterly 
period, April 1, 1953 to June 30, 1953* prepared by the following 
Special Agents: 


DONALD P. ADAMS 
WILLIAM T. COOK 
EVERETT K. DEANE 
EDWIN H. SILERS' 

ROBERT E. FARMER 
FRANCIS V. GARDNER 
PAUL A. HORGAN 
PETER J. LEIGHTON 
JAMES W. McNAMARA 
JOHN T, MURPHY 
THOMAS A. POWERS 
NICHOLAS J. PURCHIA 
EDWARD C. SNYDER 
HERBERT K. STALLINGS 
JOHN M. TAYLOR 
JOSEPH V, WATERS 
THORNTON M. WOOD 

All Confidential Informants mentioned in this report 
are of known reliability, unless otherwise indicated. 
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CXrOaSARr OP ORGANIZATIONS AND PUBLICATIONS 

AMERICAN BRANCH OF THE FEDERATION OF GREEK MARITIME UNION 

Cited by the Attorney General &a within tho Prosi- 
dent<* Executive order 10450# * 

’ ') . • : ,, s . *■ . 

COriHIM'Eg .POR THE protection of foreign born 

Cited by the Attorney General as within the Presi- 
dent *8 Executive Order 10453# 

AMERICAN PEACE CRU3APB v 

Cited by the House Committee bn Un-American Activities 
on February 19# 1951 as an organization established by the 
Communist Party as a new instrument for its peace offensive in 
the United. States. 

AMERICAN VETERANS FOR PEACE (AVP) 

" A Communist front veterans organization, according 
to Confidential Informant T-43# 

AMERICAN WOMEN FOR PEACE 

Confidential Informant T-34 has advised on March 2, 
1951 that this organization is strongly influenced and infil- 
trated by its members who are members of the Communist Party* 

THE COMMITTEE FOR PROGRESSIVE JEWISH EDUCATION 

Sponsored by the Jewish People *s Fraternal Order, 
according to Confidential Informant T- 31, 

”DAmr WORKER” <EW) 

An East Coast daily Communist newspaper* 
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FAMILIES OF THE SMITH ACT VICTIMS 

An organization formed to raise money to assist the 
families of Communist Party- leaders prosecuted under the Smith 
Act, according to Confidential Informant T-5* 

"FOR A LASTING PEACE, FOR A PEOPLES DEMOCRACY” (FLP ) 

The organ of the Information Bureau of the Communist 
and Workers Parties (COMINFORM), Bucharest, Rumania* 

"FREEDOM" 

^ ^ 

T-26 has stated that the editorial board of "Freedom" 
is composed of Communist Party members and sympathizers* 

THE "GERMAN AMERICAN" 

A German language semi-monthly news paper published 
in New York City which follows the Communist Party line, according 
to Confidential Informant T-4* 

THE- "GREEK-AMERICAN TRIBUNE" 

A weekly newspaper published in New York City and 
the Greek organ of the Communist Party, USA, according to 
Confidential Informant T-28, 

INTERNATIONAL PUBLISHERS 

at 

According to T-4 this is the book publishing branch 
of the Communist Party, 

THE INTERNATIONAL WORKERS ORDER (IWO) 

Cited by the Attorney General as within the Presi- 
dent's Exocutive Order 1O450* 

THE JEFFERSON SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE (JSSS) 

Cited by the Attorney General as within tho Presi- 
dent's Exocutive Order 10450, 
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"JEWISH -LIPS* 1 

According to the California Committee on Un-American 
Activities Report, 1948# Pages 49 and 225# "Jewish Life" is 
"among the typical examples of the Communist Press and publica- 
tions published by the 'Morning Freiheit'," 

THE JEWISH MUSIC ALLIANCE 

Part of the Jewish cultural, progressive movement 
which is being carried out by the Yiddisher Kultur Parband, the 
Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order, and other Jewish "Mass" organi- 
zations, under the leadership of the National Jewish Commission, 
Communist Party, USA, according to Confidential Informant T-5* 

THE JEWISH PEOPLES FRATERNAL ORDER 

Cited by the Attorney General as within the President's 
Executive Order 10450* 

LABOR RESEARCH ASSOCIATION 


A direct auxiliary of the Communist of the Communist 
Party according to 'the Special Committee on Un-rAmerican 
Activities, Report March 29, 1944# page 47* 

THE LABOR YOUTH LEAGUE 


Has been cited by the Attorney General of the United 
States as within the President's Executive Order 1O450# 

"MASSES AND MAINSTREAM" 

Identified by T-4 as being the cultural monthly 
magazine of the Communist Party. 

"MORNING PRBIHEIT" 

"The Worker" of January 9, 1944# Section 2, page 3, 
contained an article by WILLIAM 2. POSTER, Chairman of the 
Communist Party, USA, in which he stated that the "Morning 
Preiheit" is one of the many papers either owned or supported 
by the Communist Party. 
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE IN THE ROSENBERG CASE 

Pormed for the purpose of raising money for the 
defense of, JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG ^ who were convicted on 
March 29, 1951 for conspiracy to commit espionage against 
the United States for the USSR* They received the death penalty 
and were executed on June 19, 1953 at Sing Sing Prison, 

Ossining* New York* 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE. ARTS, . SCIENCES AND PROFESSIONS (NCASP). 

Cited as a Communist front organization by the 
House Committee bn Un-American Activities, Report number 1953# 
dated April 19# 1949* 

NATIONAL FARMERS 1 UNION 

Confidential Informant T-15 advised that, only two 
branches of the National Farmers* Union (Iowa and New Jersey) 
were controlled by the Communist Party, but, that its Eastern 
Division, ’ comprising New Jersey is completely managed by the 
Communist Party. 

THE NATIONAL NEGRO, LABOR COUNCIL 

A Communist Party Negro front organization, according 

to T-50. 

NATURE FRIENDS OF AMERICA 

Cited by the Attorney General as within the Presi- 
dent *s Executive Order 10450* 

NEW CENTURY PUBLISHERS 

Considered by T-4' to be the pamphlet publishing 
house .of the Communist Party * 

. "NEW CHALLENGE** 

Official monthly publication of the Labor Youth 
League, according to T-40. 
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NEW YORK LABOR CONFERENCE FOR PEACE 


According to the “Daily Worker", Hay 2, 1950 ; page 
5, ' column 1, the New York Labor Conference for Peace was 
formed as an affiliate of the National Labor Conference for 
Peace. T-64 advised on November 28,. 1949 that the National 
Labor Conference for Peace was a Communist instigated and 
dominated organization* 

"PARTY VOICE" 

A monthly pamphlet published by the New York State 
Communist Party, the first issue being dated March, 1953* Its 
stated purpose is to serve the membership and leadership, as 
a medium for tho expression of opinion and interchange of 
experience, and as a live Party organizer and educator, 

"POLITICAL AFFAIRS" ' 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, testifying in the case of 
"UNITED STATES vs. ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, ET AL" on October 
20, 1952 stated that "Political Affairs" has been the 
theoretical organ of the Communist Party since its beginning 
in 1945* 

SELF DEFENSE COMMITTEE 0F THE SEVENTEEN (VICTIMS OF THE SMITH ACT) 

A committee made up of the seventeen Communist Party 
leaders who were indicted in 1951# sixteen of them going on 
trial on April 28, 1952 in the Southern District of New York, 
charged with violation of the Smith Act, and formed to raise 
money in their defense, according to Confidential Informant T-5* 

THE UNITED COMMITTEE OF JEWISH SOCIETIES AND LANDSMAWSHAFT 
FEDERATIONS 


Serves as a central or coordinating committee and 
is composed of various national Jewish organizations and trade 
unions and follows the Communist Party line, according to 
Confidential Informant T-5* 


11 
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UNITED LABOR AND PEOPLES COMMITTEE FOR HAY DAY 

„ According to Confidential Informant T-5, this 

Committee is identical with the Uhitod May Day Committee 
which is cited by the Attorney General as withing the Presi- 
dent's Executive Order 10450. i 

11 VETS VO ICS” - 

A monthly publication of the American Veterans for 
Peace, mentioned hereinbefore* . ‘ 

THE WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL DEMOCRATIC FEDERATION 

T "^ has advised that this 

organization is completely dominated by the Communist movement* 
"THE WORKER" 

hereinbefore?** 7 Gdin ° n of tho " Dail y Worker", described 
WORLD CONGRESS OF WOMEN 

i.. . _ , Confidential Informant T-36 has advised in Mav l45l 
polic^^ S or ^ an ^ zation * s an instrument of Soviet, foreign * 

THE YIDDISHER KULTUR FARBAND 

. . _ Cited by the Attorney General as within tho Presi- 
dent's Executive Order 10450. * no ^ resi ~ 

YOUNG PROGRESSIVES OP AMERICA 

v - „ p > , rt ^?^ dential A Infor ‘ mant T-34 advised that while the 
w225<^Jf reSS }'I es of . America is not a Corauunist dominated 

JJ receives support from the Communist Party and 
consists of both Communist and non-Communist, youth* 


JVWtATM 

-7- 


* * 

' * * r 




NY 100-4931 
^OUTH REVIEW” 


Official £ ab ?r ? outh Lea ^ Q to be the 

g n or the Labor Youth League, according to T-40 # 
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RE: MEMBERSHIP 

(Bufile IOO- 8 O 638 ) 

(New York file IOO- 8 O 638 ) 


This section was prepared by SA JOSEPH V. WATERS. 

Confidential Informant T-2 has advised that BETTY 
GANNETT, National Educational Director of the CP-USA has said 
recently that recruiting for the Party has been at a standstill 
for the last few years, and that most of the recruits gained 
since 1946 have dropped out. According to the informant she 
complained that Party leadership had grown old and the young 
leadership that would normally take its place has not developed, 
GANNETT also expressed the thought that those members of the 
Party in leadership positions who had been "isolated" as a reserve 
and those assigned to underground work should be engaged in the 
everyday activities of the Party, 

Confidential Informant T-9 has furnished a copy of 
the March, 1953 Issue of "Party Voice" wherein appears an article 
entitled "For A Marxist-Leninist Policy on Party Organization" by 
LEE AMISTAD, not otherwise identified. 

An Introductory note to this article states that it is 
ba& 6 d on a report to the recent conference of the New York State 
Communist Party, and that the article should be discussed by the 
entire party membership as a guide to work. 

One portion of his article is addressed to the "Lessons 
Of The 1952 Registration As Applied To The Situation In New York 
State". In the course of this discussion AMISTAD urges that all 
kinds of questions be posed for discussion by Party members and 
refers to the toxt of a CP-USA memorandum on the subject which 
says in part "Whenever we have clubs that do not meet why don«t 
they, and let«s dig and get searghlrg penetrating answers to these 
questions Involving the whole membership. Is it a question of 
club leadership? The content of the club meeting? What does 
the member feel that he does not get from the club meeting? 

Does the member feel that the club does not offer him security 
in the face of the attacks? What about the clubs that do meet - 
what role do they play in their shops or department or industry? 
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What role do they play in their community? What is the content 
of the meeting? What is the character of the political discussion? 
Is the club meeting one in which the members are enriched political! 
and ideologically, or Is the club meeting one in which we have . 

20 or 21 directives from higher committees, with no political 
content, and by approaching all members simply as beasts bf-hurden 
rather than as individuals who are in a position to give political 
leadership to dozens or hundreds of people in the unions or in the 
mass organizations in which they function?' 1 


A 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


INFORMANTS 

Identity of 
Source 


Date 


Agent To 


or Description of Info. 

Received 

Whom Furnisher 

Letter from New Century 

5/8/53 

HAROLD N. 

Publishers ' 


BASSETT 

’’History of American Negro” 

5/1/53 

CARL N. 

- FOSTER 

5/22/53 

FREYMAN 

Info, re New Pamphlet on 

3/3,11, 

CARL N. ’ 

Negro question 

18/53 

FREYMAN 

Underground operations - 

5/22/53 


Conflict between under- 

CARL N. 

ground and open Party 
leaders 

5/22/53 

FREYMAN 

National Secretariat 

CARL N. 

meetings 

Underground operations - 

5/22/53 

FREYMAN 

Operational Difficulties 

CARL N. 
FREYMAN 

Underground operations - 

m ’ 

CARL N. 

Party Discipline 

FREYMAN 

Underground operations - 

4/13/53 

CARL N. 

Fugitives 

FREYMAN 

Underground operations - 

4/13/53 

CARL N. 

General 

6/16/53 

FREYMAN 

’’Party Voice” dated 

CARL N. 

5/15/53 

5/22/53 

FREYMAN 

Present status of CP 

CARL N. 

recruiting 

FREYMAN 

Factionalism within CP,\ 

5/22/53 
4/13/53 , 

CARL N. 

USA 

FREYMAN 

Failure of CP to hold 

3/11,18/53 

CARL N. 

Stalin memorial service 

FREYMAN 

Physical condition of 

5/1/53 

CARL N* 

ALBERT F. LANNON 

FREYMAN 

Sec. measures - attendance 

5/22/53 

CARL N. 

at meetings; use of 
"Self Education" courses; 
Weaknesses in Party 

FREYMAN 

Re Draft resolution 

149 

5/22/53 

CARL N. 
FREYMAN 
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Identity of 
Source. ... 




T-k 




ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Continued) 


Date of Activity and/ 
or Description of Info. 

Date 

Received 

Agent To 
Whom Furnisho 

Literature Bulletin-5/53 ' 

s/1/53 

EVERETT K. 


DEANE 

Literature * Bulletin-6/53 

5/27/53 

EVERETT K. 

DEANE 

CP, USA news release, 
5/25/53# urging "Amnesty 

6/2/53 

t! 

ft 

for Smith Act Victims" 
CP, USA news release, 
6/22/5;:, re ROSENBERG 
case 

6/26/53 

" U 

- 

Used for documentation: 

"Masses and Mainstream" 



New Century Publishers 
International Publishers 
" German- Amor i can” newspaper 


Information on JPFO 

6/10/53 

DAMON W.. 
PITCHER 

"Daily Worker"; and "The 
Worko;*" subscription 
campaign 

4/2/53 

JOHN W . 
DOOLEY 

"Daily Worker" and "The 
Worksx " subscription 
campai gn 

5/4/53 

n 

CP dues payments 

7/1/53 

11 

10th Anniversary cele- 
bration of the Warsaw 
Ghetto Uprising 
Documentation of the United 
Documentation of the Jewish 
Alliance 

4/27/53 

Committee 

Music 

tt 

Re campaign In behalf 
of STEVE NELSON 

7/1/53 

ii 


b7D 


150 



» . * « 


JVWjATM 

— 3 - 


.NY 100-4931 


Jdentity of 
Source 

r n - ~ r " 1 '■ • 1 vl " 

T-5 (contd) 





ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Continued) 


Date of Activity and/ 
or Description of Info*. 


Date 

Received 

6/4/53 


Agent To 
Whom Furnisho« 


Attendance of E.G. FLYNN 6/4/53 JOHN W. 
at STEVE NELSON dinner on DOOLEY 

5/22/53 

Documentation of United Labor & People s' Committee 

for May Day 

Documentation of Self Defense Committee of the 

Seventeen 

Documentation of the Families of the Smith Act Victim. 
Documentation of the United Committee of Jewish ' 

Societies and Landsraanshaft 
Federations 


CP support of "The Worker" 
and "Daily Worker" sub- 
scription campaign 
Furnished "Party Vocie" 
dated 4A5/53 
CP dues, payments 
Security measures CP 
Vigilance 

Underground operations - 
Operational difficulties 
Underground operations - 
Modus Operandi 
Underground operations - 
Communi c ati ons 
Underground operations - 
Funds 

Security measures -- use 
of couriers 

Underground operations - 
Operational difficulties 
Underground operations - 
Modus Operand! 


5/11/53 

SAVS3 

7/1/53 
6/15/53 & 
3/8/53 

5/21/53 

I m 

5/12/53 

3/18/53 

5/12/53 


5/5/53 

4/28/53 


JOHN W* 
DOOLEY 


DAVIS P. 
HURLEY 

ti 


ALEXANDER C. 
BURLINSON 
DAVID P. 
HURLEY 

JOSEPH A* 

CULLEN 

n 
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Identity of 
Source 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Continued ) 

Date of Activity and / Date 

or Description of Info.- Received 


2E=a 


T-10 

NY-822 -Sit 


Underground operations - 
Modus Operandi 
Furnished ’’Party Voice” 
dated March, 1953 
CP dues payments 
Furnished throwaway, 
"Police Brutality" 
Picketing of Chancellor 
ADENAUER, 4/7/53 
Security measures - CP 
Vigilance 

Security measures - CP 
Vigilance 

Security measures * "Dtf" 
subscription 

Underground operations 
Modus Operandi 
Underground operations 
Communications 
Security measures - use 
of phones 


T-ll 

Physical surveillance 


T-12 


T-13 


Underground operations - 
Modus Operandi 

Physical surveillances 


T-l4 Underground operations 

NY~694**S Communist fugitives 


4/15/53 

4/22/53 

6/30/53 

4/15/53 

4/3/53 

4/22/53 

6/5/53 

3/25/53 


5/5/53 

5/5/53 

5/5/53 

5/6/53 


4/20/53 


April, 

1953 

4/13/53 


Agent To 
Whom Fur ni sh e 

RICHARD H. 

BLASSER 

n 


HENRY C. RUDA 
EDWIN H. EIL& 

THOMAS F* 
HANNIGAN 

SAS, NYO 


CARL N. 
FREYMAN 
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Identity of 
Source 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Continued ) 

Date of Activity and/ Date 

or Description of Info. Received 


T-15 


Underground operations - 4/9/53 

General 

Security Measures - CP 4/3/53 

Vigilance 

Re Draft Resolution affect 5/20/53 
on ALP 

Documentation of National Farmers Union 


T-16 


Info,, re former 
UN employees 


potential source 
of information 


T-17 


Bank statements & 
cancelled checks for the 
Self Defense Committee 
of the n 17" 


T-18 


T-19 


Bank statements & 
cancelled checks for the 
account of the Familios 
of the Smith Act Victims 

Bank statements & 
tancelled chocks for the 
account of the CP, USA 


March, _ 

May & June, 

1953 




5/1/53 


Agent To 
Whom Furnishe 


JOHN W, 
DOOLEY 
RUSSELL S-. 
GARNER 
JOHN W. 
DOOLEY 


SIMON TULLAI 


WILLIAM T. 
COOK 


WILLIAM T* 
COOK 


I! 
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Identity 
of source 



T-22 



ADMINISTRATIS PAGE (Continued) 


Date of Activity 
and/or Description 
of information 

D a te 

Received 

Agent to 
Whom 

Furnished 

Plan for raising 
funds for the Puerto 
Rioan CP 

2/5/53 

JOSEPH E. 
QAUZENS 

OP Infiltration of 
NAACP 

4/30/53 

Philadelphia 

Office 

Not Used 



Mooting of Negro CP 
Loaders 

l hi lade lphia Negro 
Loaders Mooting with 

tsxvrn* perry 

5/6/53 

5/5/53 

Philadelphia 
Office 
JAMES E. 
HELMER 

Meeting of CP Negro 
Commission 

5/11/53 

New Haven 
Office 

Nature Friends of 
America 

^16^53 

HEINRICH 
VON ECKARDT 

Nature Friends of 
America 

6/18/53 

HEINRICH 
VON ECKARDT 

"Gornian American' 1 
newspaper 

6/4/53 

DONALD P* 
ADAMS 

Info* and documentation 6/16/53 
of the "Greek Amoriean , 

Tribune'* and the Council 
of Greek Americana 

CHRISTOPHER 

PAPP1AN0U 

Info* concerning Greek 
sanitarium "Amphissa" 

5/T/53 

OHRI STD PEER 
par pi a nog 
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Identity of 
Source 


T-TO ‘ 


T-31 1 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Continued) 

Date of Activity and/ ' ' * " Date 

> or Description of , Info«, . ftocelved 

Information concerning ’ 6/24/53 
the IWO ■ 

Ridgefield Resort 6/25/53 

Documentation r of the Committee For 
* Progressive Jewish Education 
Information JPFO . ' 6/15/53 


T ±22 


Info r re UN organization 


December,. 

1952 - * 


Agent To 
Whom' Fur nishc, 

» DAMON W... ’ 
PITCHER 

H 


It . 


. JOHN..J* 
KEARNEY 


(anonymity’ 

requested) 
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INFORMANTS 
identity of 
Source .. . 



AtMI NISTRAT I VS PAGE 

Date of Activity and/or Date 
Description of Infomation Received 


Furnished,, form letter en- 6/3/53 
titled, "Call fbr the 
World Congress of Women" 

Documentation of American 
Women For Peace 


T-^5 



Documentation of The Wo- 
men Js International Demo- 
cratic Federation 


T-16 


Documentation of "World 
Congress of Women" 

I 


Agent to Whom, 
furnished 


SA DAMON W. 
PITCHER 


T*37 . Documentation of ALBERT 

LOUIS . F, E.. KAHN 

BUDENZ 




T-39 

Physical sur- 
veillance by 
SA HERBERT K« 
STALLINGS 


Labor Youth League 
Activity 

Labor Youth League 
Activities 


T-liO 


Labor Youth League 
activities in New 
York Area 


Labor Youth League 
activities in New 
York Area 


U/30/53 Boston Office 
5/1/53 

5/8/53 SA HERBERT K. 
STALLINGS 

6/29/53 SA HERBERT K. 
STALLINGS 


b7D 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


INFORMANTS 


Identity of 
Source 

Date of Activity and/or 
Description of Information 

Date. 

Received 


tabor Youth League rela- 

7/8/53 


tionship to Jefferson j 
School of Social Science 

- 

Documentation of "New 



Challenge" and" Youth 4 



Review" 


T-ki " 

YPA activities In New. 

6/29/53 


York City 

a panel In- 

* 


formant of 

- 


the. New York 


Office 



T-k2 

Play issue of "Vots 

5A/53 


Voice" 


Leaflet Fact Sheet 

5/18/53 


on, April issue of "Vets 
Voice" 

T-43 | 

— , Documentation of American" . 


Pbrmer 

| Veterans for Peace 


T-k. 

Regarding campaign in be- 
half of STEVE NELSON 

7/7/53 

T-k5 - • 

/ Documentation of 
' REFREGIER 


T-k6 

Documentation of JOHN 



HOWARD LAWSON 


T-k? 

Jefferson School activi- 

6/17/53 


ties 


157 


Agent to Whom 
Phrnished 


SA HERBERT K. 

stallings. 


SA HERBERT' K, 
STABLINGS 


b7D 


SA , JOHN J. 
PEEHELEY 

SA JOHN J. * 
PEEHELEY 


SA DONALD P. 
ADAMS ‘ ' 


SA CHARLES S> 
HARDING ‘ 
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ADMINISTRATIVE - PAGE 


INFORMANTS 


identity of 
Source 

Date of Activity arid/or Date 

Description of Information Received 

Agent to Whom 
famished 

T-lj.8 

Anonymous 

Source 

m 

Outline "Now Stage in the 
Struggle for Peace 1 ’ 

5/24/53 


T4i<5 


Puerto Rican activities 

6/1/53 

SA ROBERT K. 




STONER 

'P-tfo 


Documentation of National 





Negro Labor Council 



m 


Communist Party mobilized 3/21 j./ 53 
forces to infiltrate church 
groups, etci 

SA RICHARD H. 
B LASSIE 

T-5l 


Extent of Communist Party 

5/19/53 

SA EVERETT K. 


activity' at 268 Seventh 
Avenues New York City 

DEANE 


t-52 

Information regarding Com- 

4/1/53 

NY 693-S# 

munist Party personnel 

thru 

6/30/53 

T-53 

Change of leadership in 
District 22 of the Com- 
munist Party 

5/12 & • SA JOHN B, 

16/53 WOODRUFF 

(deemed advisable) 

- 

t-54- 

Trip of CLAUDIA JONES to 

3/31/53 

Fisur by SA . 
DENNIS F; . 
CREEDON, JR*, 
SA . EDWARD CV 
SNYDER, SA 
JAMES F* MIT- 
CHELL, & SA 
PAUL L.SWENSEN 

Spring Valley, New York, 
on 3/31/53* 
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NY 100-4931 

INFORMANTS 

Identity of 
Source 

t t 

JVWsMEH 

£ 

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
* 

Date of Activity and/or Date 

Description of Infomatlon Received 

Agent to Whom 
Fhrnished 

T-5S 

Security measures - 

4/23/53 - 

San- Francisco 


Communist* Party vigilance 

Office 

T-56 

Security measures - caution 5/26/53 

SA JOHN V/. 


in conversation ) 


DOOLEY 

T-g? 

' Security measures - mem- 

6/3/53 

SA EDWARD J. 


bership applications 

KIRBY 


Security measures - use 

6/8/53 

SA EDWARD J. 


of couriers 

KIRBY 

T-58 

SAC Letter 
53-28, dated 

Security measures - de- 
tection of informants 

4/21/53 


4/21/53 




T-5q 

Security measures - use 
of couriers 

4/2/53 


T-60 

Security measures - use 
of couriers 

6/9/53 

SA ALEXANDER 
C. BURLINSON 

T-6l 

Security measures - 
miscellaneous 

4/9/53 

Boston Office. 

.1-62 

Communist Party members 

3/27/53 

SA RICHARD H. 

\ 1 

instructed to join church 
groups 

BLASSER ‘ 

# 

g-63 

T -64 

Communist Party instruc- 
tions to infiltrate reli- 
gious groups, etc. 

Used in documentation 

5/12/53 

SA FRANCIS V. 
GARDNER 

«r-65 

Picket line. Hotel 
Waldorf, 4/7/53 

4/8/53 

SA THORNTON 
M. WOOD 
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NY 100-1*931 


ADMINISTRATIVE (cont«d.) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Copies of this report have been designated for all 
offices for informational purposes, in accordance with specific 
Bureau instructions* 

LEAD 

NEW YORK 

At New York, New York 

Will follow and report pertinent activities of the 
CP, USA for the quarterly period beginning July 1, 1953 and 
ending September 30, 1953* 

REFERENCE 


Report of SA JOSEPH V. WATERS, New York, 4/16/53. 


r DEC LAS5IFICAT ION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 


FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUILE 
CATE 04-23-2015 :H48B33L33 


+ 


TO 

ERC&J 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


SAG 

8A J. J. 1SMBMLXT 


DATE: 


SUBJECT: DAILY KOHCSR 

xssma ssouhist - c 



( ) 


. ' . ' i — — J of reliability, made available to the 

No.. York Office, evidence concerning the above-captioned subiect obtained 
fron the building located at 80 Fifth Avenue, New York Citv This 
is occupied by National Headquarters of the ivo! 7 builditts 


b7D 


York Of 1^777^ f kn ? 7n reliability made available to the New 

fron vfli p?h ^ ti S v o r v? n8 ^ thft abov e-captioned subject, obtained 
fron 35 B. 12th St., N;Y.C. This building is occupied by the folloM^ 
organisations, which are all under the control of tte CawSSst 

Press, Inc. (‘Worker" and “Daily Worker"): Morninr^reiheit 

U ^")J Wortors. &hopf 
1951 the Natiemi ^ ef f Realty Corporation. Prior to September, 

county ° m “ s * «» «-»& ^ 

. . „ Strict care must be exercised so that the existence fM® 

iSStion torpid* lmP!>SSibl0 t0 recaita<:t *«*«> yarding 
Date information receive d . forta I9gg 
Identity of onployeo »ho con testify as to the receipt of the exhibi t 



ippreprS^ 4 t0 y ° U tW y<mr iafornatiOT «»> whatever action you deem 

^faihTi Jr ? U ® nal *■*«••* totting forth proposals In con- *, 
IS? *** 00aiac * o£ 00 ideological campaign within-thcTaTty'to do- 

°* £• ▼**«* <* tho Daily Vorter «ai a 

recognition of it a indiaponaabiUty for orory Party yba^, 0 ^ ^ 


97-189 

« c < 10<M0638 (CPtrSA. jaKBEESEIP) 


SEARCHED-^^HDEXEn 


-Filed. 


SERIALIZED^ 

"Jl 23 )?53 

: BI - NEW YORK- 





STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office MetMrandum 


4 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


to s SAC, New York datb: 8/3/53 

from : THORNTON M. WOOD,- SA (IOO-80638) 

SUBJECT: C p, USA MEMBERSHIP 
IS-C 


was interviewed by the writer in connection 
with the memo of SA' JOSEPH Vi WATERS, 6/3/53, on 6/5/53. The 
informant orally advised the writer that in recent years he has 
heard ho figure mentioned concerning the total membership of the 
CP, USA or the membership Of District 2, CP, USA. He recalled 
that in recent years the only time he had heard any definite 
figures mentioned concerning the total membership of the CP, USA 
when an article by J. EDGAR HOOVER had been printed in a newspaper 
or a magazine wherein the Director had given the membership . 
figures of the CP, USA. 


The informant recalled that the latest instance such 
a figures was published to his knowledge was In about April, 1953 
and at that time he heard the article discussed in the ‘offices 
of the "Daily Worker" and heard a statement that the figure which 
appeared in the newspaper article was nearly correct. The 
informant went on to state that when such an article appeared, 
the policy of the CP, USA had been to accept these figures as 
correct. 


1 his Particular of tha CP in 

NY, 

| He believed that at the present time , 
> is located, the club membership will 

no matter ' 
consist of 

rfnere tne cp niut 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


" I I b7D 

- NY 100-26603-C121S (CP NY COUNTY, UPPER WESTSIDE REGION.) 

- NY 100-88297 (CULTURAL DIVISION, NY COUNTY CP) 

- NY 100-34632 (CP NY COUNTY WATERFRONT SECTION) 

- NY 100-47344- (CP NY COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DIVISION) 

- NY 100-26603 (CP, USA DISTRICT 2) 

- NY 100-89590 (CPUSA STRATEGY AND INDUSTRY) 

- NY 97-169 (PUBLISHER'S NEW PRESS) 

- NY 100-8522 (ALP) 

















MEMO 8/3/53 

NY 100-80638 


The section of which the club is a part is made up 
of any given number of clubs. The informant was unable to 
fnrnl sh the number of , clubs comprising his section which is the 

of Section District 2, CPUSA. The informant 


| Ui. W 4_ } UUA* JUlv ±iU.V!Ul< 

advised that this Section is under re-organization proceedings, 
the exact nature of Which was not yet known to the informant. 


The informant stated that the various counties and 
boroughs of NYC have always appeared in the following sequence 
in the listing of membership in the CP: 


1. Brooklyn 

2. Manhattan 

3^ Bronx 

4. Queens 

The Borough of Richmond or Staten Island has no CP 
membership Comparable to any of the other four counties and no 
party organization is known to exist in that Borough by the 
informant. Concerning the various concentrated areas for party 
operation in NYC, the informant stated that to his recollection - 
the only large concentrations now remaining are the Waterfront 
Section and the Industrial Section. The informant believed the 
Cultural Section is now practically non-existent whereas the 
Waterfront Section is still In existence although ver much 
weakened by loss of membership. 


The informant pointed out that where a Comrade is a 
member of an Industrial Concentration Club, such as the Metal 
Workers Club or the Metal Workers Section, this Comrade will 
not belong to a CP Club in his home neighborhood as his entire 
party activity is utilized in the Industrial Concentration Group 
to which he is assigned. The informant could not make any guess 
as to membership figures in the Waterfront Section or Industrial 
Concentration Section. 


Concerning the ratio for membership of District 2, CPUSA 
against the rest of the US, the informant recalled that the Party, 
about 1945* had some 40,000 members and of this figure less than 
half were members of District 2. He continued this analogy by 
stating that at the present time he estimates there are some 30,000 
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MEMO 

NY 100-80638 


8/3/55 


Comrades belonging to the CPUSA which figure includes hard core 
members plus others who have one reason or another have not 
paid their dues and who are not up-to-date members in full 
standing. The informant believed that of this total figure 
there are approximately 12,000 members residing in District 2. 
Allowing for a maximum of 1,000 members in the Upstate NY area, 
the informant estimated there are some 11,000 Comrades in the 
NYC area. 


stated in the past there has been a definite 
relation between tne quota mentioned for the "Daily Worker" — 

"The Worker" subscriptions in the annual circulation drive in 
that outside of the NYC area, the quota has nearly coincided with 
the actual membership figures in the various states. For example, 
the informant recalled that in the State of Montana, the qUota 
for the 1953 circulation campaign was approximately fifty subscriptions 
to "The Worker The informant then pointed out that it was his 
recollection that the membership in Montana is extremely small 
and that he believes at this time the membership would coincide 
Very closely with the quota established for the "Daily Worker"— 

"The Worker" subscription campaign. 
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The informant advised the quota established for NY State 
in this campaign Includes both NYC and the Upstate area. However, 
this figure is not so accurate that a ratio may be drawn between 
subscriptions and membership as in the rest of the US inasmuch as 
there are many libraries and other commercial institutions taking 
these newspapers in the NYC area. 


The informant stated in relation to the ALP, the ratio 
of party members to outsiders in this organization has been in the 
past regarded as one party member to ten outsiders. The informant 
pointed out that he did not know the total registration of the 
ALP and was therefore unable to draw a comparison between CPUSA 
membership in the ALP and thq other registrants. 

The informant pointed out in connection with the Cultural 
Concentration Croup, that this group formerly Was quite strong. 


MEMO 8/3/53 

NY IOO-80638 

However, in recent years, the activities and membership has 
dwindled to practically nothing so that he does not believe 
there is presently an organized concentration group in 
cultural activities* 


The informant stated that whether a man or woman 
Comrade Was in the Industrial Concentration Group, the Waterfront 
Group , thp HnTtnrfll Concentration or anv other concentration 


group. 


, The informant did not believe that at the present time there 
are very many unattached Comrades working within the CPUSA even 
though in the past it had been his understanding that some 
Comrades have not been assigned to a group, club, cell, fraction, 

Or any other organizational category. 


- if - 
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OFFICE 


♦ 

MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 

FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


SAC, New York DATE: 7/17/53 

RICHARD K. BLASSER, SA (l00-26603-C4.1) 

COMMUNIST PAR1Y, USA 
DISTRICT #2 

NEW YORK DIVISION (QUEENS) 

IS - C 


writer: 


On 6/24/53 [ 


reported the following to the 


and 


was held at the home o 


The informant reported he was not present* 


± 


j- 


also stated the CP should have begun its campaign 
on behalf of the ROSBNBERGS sooner. However, the CRC would not 
let the CP come out in the open for the ROSENBERGS because by 
doing so it would have become directly linked with the ROSENBERG 
case. The Party wanted to pretend it was not interested. 
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CP Sect’ 

ton Staff Meeting wan 

held; Those present were 

and 1 

told those nresent he saw| 

1 and 

wher< 

3 the ROSHN BERGS were 




IrNY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
XJ2NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
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100-67197 

100-11163 

100-93861 

100-108771 

100-88081J. 

100-10113 

100-65073 

100-80675 

100-74-560 

100-80638 

100-98l4k 

65-1534-8 



(CRC) 

(CP, USA - FUNDS) 

,(CP. USA - MEMBERSHIP ) 


OT IUS ROSENBERG ET AD) 


RHB : CXD 
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MEMO 

Nr 100-26603-C41 


7/17/53 


The informant reported the CP is still pushing for 
the completion of the fund drive and for June control* 

It was -fur then rannrtad "naOv WrvnkAY»» ana 
Worker" i a del j vored to 


elivered to| 

J According to the informant this. is|_ 


address* However; because the comrades do not want tn moe±ye 
the papers in their own name, the ficticious name of 


! 


is being used on a mail box in the apartment house for the 
comrades to receive their papers. According to the informant 
this practice is in effect in all the boroughs. 


The informant also reported made two 

trips to. Washington, D.C # to participate in the vigil outside 
of the White House on behalf of the ROSENBERGS. 
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SAC 
AS AC 1 
A SAC 2 
SEC. r 
SEC. 2 
SEC. 3 
SEC, 4 
SEC. 3 
SEC, 6 
SEC. 7 
SEC, 8 

VM/53, 8«t *»k * 

_ SEC. 12 

mmBAU 

cr * 0S4 * MgTO&SBX*} IS-C. M3r-4%.-S ADVIiiSS M IM CJMVIvBSA- , 
M<W *ITH UWA AKP mCMk SQSSftm EM VAM SOU) ACOGBPSW 

10- OJU. IAWIF-HC2; (WI1XIAH LAZAK), CF f m t Ctll,tU8JU, &0&CIOR, - 
*Wi£ KAtXQtfAL CP MEKKEMftXUP* IM # SLIOilttI ttelM* 

io*ooo*" iambus cat, A&mmm to vmm Mcwaw& t ;s ut 4 rosiricM 
to mow MMimzHi* M'Sktz&nsM *nww as 10 mBHr&i 

If IS TUS MATXCMAL CP omd. 1 ' ttrOMiMt BSMttSilfclEP mi 
UWJUfc(» HWJlgSP OfcLX T0 DUMMAIXMO NSNSEII AKP MOP 70 *&*&&& 
FROM WHOM, JMi SOI?* 1 JUsA30ff 0« OTiMI* EAVB MOT BJSfcM COkLfcCTAO. 

wpawuji* tus m&>\ Aumtm xo s^ctat* u#mwnfM m this 

MATOHI IP POSSIBLE 




Mmai UttHhtf) (ftfiOULA*) 
141 PO-5Nf (MfeGSt. SCBKSKB) 
■i-j» .AaMijA&s {ucka dcaaim) 

14 ft lP04t6? (UU IAWttoCM) 

1* 






j&huk c#7) 
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RICHARD IU BLASSKR, SA (100-26603 -C la) 
CP, USA. 

District ff Z 
NT Division (Queens) 

IS-C . 


6 / 30 / 53 * 


Attached hereto, as an exhibit, is a report from Confidential Informant 
of know reliabilityi dated 6/3 0/$3 And furnished to the writer on 


The informant sets forth, the Banner in inhlah a reco r d is maintained 
■with regard to payment of dues and contributions to the fund drive in Queans County 
CP * 

The exhibit is Maintained as exhibit nuatocr ^ J „ « 


1 — NT 100-745&0 (CP,tJSA - Funds) b7D 

/T> nr IDO-00633 (CP,USA - lAndxavhip) 
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mmmm ccstnist jfarct 
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\s of 

June 30, 19^3 

- 



District 1 



^tater 

389 

-os ton 

Ii05 

20 

Vaine 

72 Alabaaa 

16 

*\baxy- 


21 

New Hampshire 

101 -rizbna 


- 


3 CL 

w ass* 

27 Arkansas 




' 16 

veraont 

3L - *! - California ' 




J.R 

Rhode Island 

1 ,'L Colorado 



district 2 



LOO Connecticut 

11,629 

'’“Tit ‘-ork 

12 r 000 __ 

i?,nno 

’*cw, York 

L Delaware 

2 . 02 — 

-^hnny - 




• 160 District of Col 

162 

Buffalo 




78 7Io ride 



District 3 



18 ^or-.ia — 

868 

Philadelphia 

872 

- 868 - 

vast Fenn. 

30 Idaho 

u 

■altlnore 


L 

Delaware 

1L98 Illinois 



District U 



260 Indiana 

170 

^altinore 

330 

170 

la ry land 

25” Iowa - ‘ ' 

160 

•ashington F.O. 


160 

District of Columbia n Kansas 



District 5 



22 Kentucky 

280 

Pittsburgh 

260 

280 

lest. Fenn, 

30 “Louisiana 

- 


District 6 

it 

-- 

20 Maino 

5^1 

Cleveland 

715 

683 ! 

Ohio 

170 Maryland. 

92 

Cincinnati 


- 22 j- 

Kentucky 

300 Massachusetts 

2Z 

Louisville 


10 

7. Va.- 

LOO Michigan 

i 1Q 

Pittsburgh (h In M Va - 

*) V 

— 

361 Minnesota 

1 - 


District T 

* / tl 


3 Mississippi 

i koo 

Detroit 

loo 

hod 

Michigan 

181 Missouri 

» 

i 


District 5 

l 

• ” 

1x5 Montana 

1388 

Chicago 

_ 1588 

1 L 88 " 

Illinois 

25 Mebraskla 

; ico 

Springfield 


lotf 

Indiana (Lake 

Co.) ]J Nevada 

100 

Indianapolis 


— - % 


* 21 v ew uavjfshire 

t 


District 9 

1 


?L 6 New Jersey 

‘ 112 

i irevear ->lis 

hi? 

. 361 j ... 

Minnesota 

26 Mew Mexico 


- 

- 

91, 

horth Dakota 

12,000 Mew York . 
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South Dakota 

68 ” North Carolina 



District 10 


- - 

2U jtorth Dakota 

160 

Indianapolis 

.160 t 

160 

Indiana 

683 Ohio — - 



District 11 


“ 

83 (SeXahooa 

_99 

Portland 

99 

Q9 

Oregon 

99 Oregon 



District 12 

if 


1 . 1 L 8 Pennsylvania 

256 

Seattle 

263 - 

- __256 

Washington - - 

Rhode Island- 

* 7 

- nchorage 


- ._.. • ?-~ : 

-Alaska 

9 South Carolina 


{ 

District 13 


; * 

27- -South ;i)ako£a .. 

1087 

San Francisco 

3561 

3L31 

-California _ 

„2fc Tennessee 

22CL 

Los Angeles 


101 

Arizona . 

1^1 Texas 

• 1 L 0 

Pan Diego 

# 

-lkH 

"evada 

38. W 

Hi 

Salt Lake City 


- 15* 

Hawaii 

16 Vermont 

101 

Fhoeaix 



TTTT?" 

M Virginia 

*7Z-mm 

#*"15 

Honolulu 

District lh 

i 


2J6 Washington 

~mr 

“PdvSP? — 

8 L 6 

... _ 8U6L... 

?few jersey 

93 west Virginia 


• 

District'll * 

. - t- 


330 Wisconsin 

100 

”ew Haven 

1.00 

Uqo!_ 

Connecticut 

0 Wyoming 



District lb- 

r 



3 ;*o_ 

"• ilwaukee 

3?G 

3-5qI 

Wisconsin 

: Territories 


- 

District-19' - 

* 

— “ 

7 Alaska . ^ 

_ _l$i_ 

driver 

166 

13L • 

Colorado 

15 ’lawaif 

96 

-lbuqucrouc 


26 

Vew ''exico 

68 Puerto Rico 

6 

El Faso 


0 

grr 

wvoning 

Texas 

TOTAL 23,931 


t * ' 


District 21 
181 


181 Missouri 


Division 




0 n iraingham 


Knoxville 
17 Memphis 
2 New Orleans 
22 Mobile 

83 Oklahoma 


District 28 
110 



27 

Little Rock 


27 

Arkansas 


60 

Charlotte 

% District 29 

67 

58 

Worth Carolina 


vann 

75 Putte 


it Atlanta 


U savanna 
0 Omaha 


11 Kansas C 


District 30 


district 31 
18 


District 32 
6l 


5 Montana 


0 Idaho 


18 Georgia 


25 Mebraska 


25 Iowa 


On ana 





7 Anchorage * 


Honolulu** 


an 


Territories 


7 Alaska 


Hawa 


Puerto Rico 


m 


-This figure is also computed in District 12 
*#This figure is alst* computed in District 13* 


Portlan 


22 R 

il^ St« Louis 

Salt Lake Cit: 


San Antonio 


San Diego 


ancisco 
68 San Juan 
11 Savannah 
256 ' Seattle ~ 

100 Springfield 
160 Washington, D, C« 


Ed 

nun 


TOTAL 23.931 
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Office TAemorandum 


TO 



iiTew York 


om : Director, FBI (100-3-6Q) 


SUBJECT: 


COMMUNIST PARTY, USA - MEMBERSHIP 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


ofv. a 
o\v. a 
sftcu ffl 

UNITED STATES GOVERggdjNT 

* SEC. 4 

date i August ^6^1953 

& 

SEC. tO 
sec- tt 

sec. ta 

sfejr" 1 

CHtEft UNSX 


PROPS*** 

There is being submitted herewith for the 
information of the New York Office a chart showing the 
estimated Communist Party membership by district, by state 
and by field division . These estimated membership figures 
were furnished to the Bureau by each field office and 
represents the best figures available for Communist Party 
membership as of June 30, 1953 , These figures should not 
be set forth in any report prepared by the New York Office 
for dissemination and are being furnished only for the 
information of the New York Office which is the office of 
origin in connection with the investigation of the Communist 
Party, USA , 

The report of Special Agent Joseph V. Waters, 
dated July 17,1953, at New York, reveals that the New York 
Office arrives at its estimated Communist Party membership 
figures for District No , 2 by taking the national Communist 
Party figures furnished from time to time by the Bureau, 
such as the attached figures being furnished, and then 
applying a 1951 percentage figure of 47*475 as being the 
per cent of Communist Party membership of Distridt No, 2 
to the national membership of the Communist Party, 

It is imperative that the New York Office 
develop security informants, sources of information or 
investigative techniques which will" be in a position to 
furnish accurate Communist Party membership figures , 4 
I Inasmuch as District No, 2 represents almost half of the 
over-all Communist .Party membership figures, it is necessary 
that the New York Office obtain independent information 
concerning the actual Communist Party membership for 
District No, 2 rather than applying an out-of-date percentage 
ratio to the estimated Communist Party membership furnished 
by other field divisions, , 


Enclosure 


*-rJ 


SEARCH 




SEKlAUZfcU— 'A, fl lEP 1 

AU&27 1953 

FBI* new; 


r 


* * 


The New York Office should consider the 
possibility’of developing an employee inside the 
", Daily Worker" printing establishment where the national 
discussion bulletins and other material prepared for 
Party members only are printed . Such an informant would 
be in a position to know how many copies are run off of 
a particular document whichiis to be used for Party 
members only, thus giving some indication as to the 
number of Communist Party members on a national basis . 

In addition, thts informant might be able to develop 
information as to the number of copies furnished to a 
particular district or borough in New York City so that 
some indication as to Communist Party membership could 
be obtained oh a district or smaller basis. If considerable 
thought is given to the problem of developing sources for 
accurate membership information, it is believed that 
the New York Office will be able to develop more accurate 
membership data than has been furnished in the past • 

The Bureau expects the New York Office to take substantial 
steps in improving this type of coverage prior to the 
submission of its next quarterly report which is due 
October 20, 1953 • 
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ALL IHFOR12ATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 02-12-2014 3Y FS71IS2K31 
' 7 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TOt Director, FBI (100-3-U 

FROM? SA C, New York (100-26603) 

SUBJECT: CP, USA 

DISTRICT #2 

NEW YORK DIVISION 

IS-C 



PATE: 9 / 1/53 

coNEiKaimE 


advised the following to SA RICHARD 


On 8/19/53, 

H. BIASSER:^/ 

NAT ROSS, former Executjve-Serirfttarv of the CRC, reported 
the FBI’s recent contact with him to I | who merely 

shrugged his shoulders and said "It happens every day."^^ ,p, 

ROSS told the informant he was contacted by the FBI team 
of LARSON and NOT/UN (SA's HERBERT P. LARSON and FRANK NOT/IAN) but 
did not talk to them, ^ 


b7D 


b6 

b7C 


I 

\ 



RM 

2 -Ner?ark 


u 

1 -NY loO-13 U73 
1-NY 100-7U13 
1 -NY 100-508 06 

100-92763 
100-13li83 
100-8U275 
100-80675 
100-953U5 
100-83U96 
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100-18677 
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100-63713 
100-U931 
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100-9U070 
1-NY 100-159U6 
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1-NY 100-79717 
1-NY 100-8 063U 
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(SI GERSON) 

^ (NAT ROSS') 

(KWHS bErry ) 

(BETTY GANNETT) 

(WILLIAM PATTERSON) 
(CRC) . 
£A1IBREY_GEQSSMAN) 

kusai 

Vcp. nSA-NET.ftn OUR5?TTOWy 


(CP, USA) 
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Letter to Director 
NY 100-26603 



| [ advised this above described individual is 
underground in New York City and keeps NAT ROSS posted as to 
that's presently going on in the Party. ^ ^ 


1 further advised that ROSS spoke very bitterly 
of. the present leadership in the Party namely, PETTIS PERRY and 
BETTY GANNETT. X T 


The informant reported WILLIAM PATTERSON of the CRC wants 
NAT ROSS to come back into the CRC. However, GANNETT does not 
want ROSS back because PETTIS PERRY is opposed to it. Because "of 
this, PATTERSON had quarreled with GANNETT and PERRY .X/ H 

PATTERSON does not like AUBREY GROSSMAN,, also, of the CRC, 
and wants to get him out of the organization. ^ 


Tn addition, PATTERSON told ROSS he suspects the worst. 

of of the CRC which, according^ to the informant, means 

she is suspected of working with the FBI. |U) 

| reported animosity is grovdng against PETTIS 
PERRY because of his attitude on the question of white chauvinism. 


The unknown underground, individual in contact with ROSS 
told ROSS that PERRY is a "phony" and an "opportunist." He told 
ROSS nothing can be done about, PERRY because none of the CP com- 
mittees can be called together to act on PERRY. X >< \ jfj) 

However, PERRY is due to fall in prestige and probably 
from leadership in the party. ... .j Ti 




Letter to Director 
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yisn st.at.eri this undergroun d individual apparently 

a CP functionary, now 


is in contact with 

underground as he quotes him quite often. W 

A IUJ 

The informant also reported that half of the Party in 
Denver has been expelled because of vhite chauvinism and the rest 
of the Party is '•reeling" from it. | T 


The July, 1953 "Political Affairs" carried an article on 
white chauvinism by WILLIAM Z. FOSTER and the whole Party is talk- 
ing favorably about it, discussing it and saying that at last 
there is some sanity coming back into the party on the Negro 
Question. 
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However, before the article was published, PERRY saw the 
draft and complained to FOSTER that it was too strong and FOSTER 
toned it down at PERRY'S request* ^ jjj 


believes this article is undermining PERRY who 
has gone to tne extreme on the problem of white chauvinism 


The informant also reported | 

of the Bronx County CP, nearly destroyed that Organization as a 
result of using vhite chauvinism for immoral acts. | T 

] advised PERRY has used white chauvinism to rise 
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to the top in the Party jjjj 

With regard to the FBI's contact with ROSS, 
told ROSS that the question "Have you ever been contacted by the 
FBI?" was added to the 1953 registration questionnaire and h0% of 
the registration in New York City answered "Yes" to the question. jjj) 
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ladvised that because of the recent Philadelphia 
arrests, OP activity in such places as Boston, Cleveland, Hew Jersey 
and Chicago where no arrests have been made, will tighten up con- 
siderably. ,jjj 


The informant also reported the New Jersey State Farm Com- 
mission meetings have been called off apparently because of the 
Philadelphia arrests. jj 

j | also reported the CP is at odds with VITO 

MARCANTONIQ to withdraw his ALP candidate for Mayor of New York b7D 

City so that all the CP forces can get" behind HALLEY. )&( fjjj 
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The C? does, not particularly like HALLEY but the CP, in 
line with the recent draft resolution, feels the usefulness of 
the ALP and Progressive party is over and "is pulling the rug 
from under these two, organizations." 1 pj 

The CP feels the liberal forces supporting HALLEY offer 
the most hope to strengthen the CP. The CP wants the ALP candi- 
date withdrawn to clear the way for the CP in this connection, v- / 

Al 

The CP is trying to convince MARCANTONIO he should go 
along with this, but >iARCANTONIO sees the death of the ALP. 
MARCANTONIO intends to run his candidate even if he only gets one 
vote. ^ ju| 

The CP sent JAMES TORMEY, former Queens County CP Organ- 
izer, and BETTY GANNETT to, talk to Jl/JiaiJTONIO but they did not 
help the matter any. y? 

WILLIAM 2. FOSTER had a heated talk with MARCANTONIO 
concerning the above and shortly thereafter, MARCANTONIO issued 
his statement that the "Daily Worker" was not supporting the ALP 
candidate. 

AA (U) 

The informant advised many CP members feel the ALP is still 
useful and are against SI GERSON who is behind the movement to get 
MARCANTONIO to withdraw the ALP candidate for Mayor. 

advised this split between the CP and JiARCANTONIO 

leaves the Party weak an^ is^causing a great deal of discussion^ 


among the rank end file. 



IU) 


Birmingham has been requested to attempt to identify the 
individual underground in New York City and who was District Organ- 
izer in Alabama in I9h$, 1?U6 and lpltf. p 
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ABC2E33SD M TOALL DJ3T33DTS" COHCEIiHBQ DOSS AHO EE03STEATBH* THS iHSSRAHBUir 
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BUREAU 

CP, DSA - MEMBERSHIP, -IS * C. DAYLET* CX | ~\ tLAS ADVISED b?D 

THAT A FINANCIAL STATION AND ORGANIZATIONAL H~KTXUO OF THE 
QUEENS COUNTY KY CP WAS RECENTLY HELD, AT WHICH MEETING IT WAS - 
STATED THE DUES CONTROL PERIOD HILL END OCTOBER SIX NEXT* THE 
YEARLY CP REGISTRATION WILL START AFTER THE END OF THE DUES 
CONTROL PERIOD, WHICH REGISTRATION WILL END JANUARY 15, 195k# 

THE ANNUAL REGISTRATION WILL NOT BE EXTENDED BiYOND 3/15/51*. 
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A roport dated 8/23/53 was received by 
the writer on 8/25/53 from the informant . This 


reeart concerns c 

(. meeting between the informant and 


C? organizer for 
is the husband of 

. 


and is a CP member in I 

jwith 


, \ is a CP member from 

Iwho is~ currently m the United States Army at 
] who recently questioned the informant 


very thoroughly concerning his attitude toward the 
CP and Individual members, apparently in an attempt 
to discover if the informant was "loyal 51 . A coov 
of this report is being placed in the file of 
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, althoug h it has not been determined that he is 
identical with 


. . mentioned by the informant, 

A check of the indic es of the Mew York Office failed 


to ref loot a file on I 

Jj Tho Tarrytown 

Arts plant mentioned by the informant 
Assembly Plant, Tarry town, Yew York* 

is the Chevrolet 
The assignment 

of the informant given to him b v 1 

1 was 

I and to b ccome be 

very active in the| 

The b7c 


informant was a Iso r., old to become active among the 

and to further that end, the 
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A Copy Of fch-iR y»nnor» b j g 


origin al may bo found in 
serial 


The 


as 
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Developmental Pacts On the Status of 

Communist* 


As a 


Many 

meeting between 
Section Loader, 



land his Commun 

Comrade 




These 


party member although many questions regarding my 
non-Gnmmnnis-h a ctivities were also asked, in the 

main| questions regarding my non- 

Communls t activities wane in regard to the manner 
in which and questions 

regarding the personal status oesween members of my 
family and myself. 


r met 

at the appointed time 

and place and 



out of the car to make a call on Comrade 

This is new development because mv la st~r ecollecti on 
was that 


He may, however, have moved since or he may -have been 
visiting relatives whom I recall do live on 


on the changed appearance of 

whoso 


She \?&9 wc.arinrt 

1 and her total 

appearance was that of a 

The reason I 


mention this was that the change in appearance involved 
caused mo not to recognize her. 


The fir st significant comment made by 
| was in regard to whether I had 
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acquired a position* "Would you take a placo in Auto?", 
Whon I inquired for clarification of her statement, she 
informed me that sho meant obtaining a position at 
the T-rrytown Auto plant, that she would make arrange- 
ments for m y obtaining the position, that Comrade 

[will also apply for the same position, that 
tne memoors of the communist Branch holding positions 
at the factory uould really develop mo as a communist. 
This 'would mean of course she informed me that I would 
no longer be under her jurisdiction though she vrould 
see me once in a while. 


On this point it was concluded that we 
would wait until our next meeting whon I could be 
more definite about whether I would tike her up on 
hor proposition* 


Sho asked me to drivo fr er to the home of 

and en route we 


cu.scu3soa| | x explained his queer 

behavior on ms recent; meeting with mo, his deviation- 
i st attitude and his personal comments about her. She 
instructed me not to tell him anything, and informed 
me that his application as a communist was recently 
rejected. Sho informed mo that she had recruited hj m. 
Sho statod that she and hor husband 
recently mot him at an affair forP~ 


^EaE 

keep 


see: 


a Communis t who is being doportod, a man wnom the 

knot; very personally, it is obvious to me 
irtadnrnMn r > f t he communist party wants to 

I status as a Communist party 

member very socrot and that the various stories they 
have been giving me regarding him aro deliberately 
calculated to confuse and to keep me uncertain as to 
just tihore ho stands with the communist party. 


Sho informed me that Comrade 


raised an objection regarding my last visit to her 


had 
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homo ’out sho could not recall the objection at the 
moment. 


In regard to my assignment among tho 
Italians she stated that she was pleased with tho 
way I had carried It out> however she raised 
serious objections to tho title of my column, I 
Informed her that I had no alternativ©> that it was 
not my Idea and that I had to go along with tho 
idea If I was to write and acquire information in 
accordance with my assignment. Sho instructed me to 
continue this assignment and informed mo that sho 
would go ovor some of them with mo at our next mooting. 


I raised tho criticism of lack of contact 
on tho basis of it being poor organizationally and 
functionally for tho party. Sho told me not to worry, 
that I would bo developed, that sho would bring me 
litorat.uro noxt week. Then she informed me that should 
I not enter tho Auto Factory setup, I .would bo placed 
An a political Action Branch which is to b e organized 
in mid-Septombcr and which will consist of throe mombors. 
Ono member will be from tho Democratic party, one 
member will bo from tho American Labor party and I 
would be the Communist mombor representing tho Republican 
party* 


At this point 
assignment on which I am 


gave me an 
at our 


to report to her 
next mooting which x/illbo held at tho same time 
at tho samo place. The a ssignment regards acquiring 
information as to ,a developing split in the Democratic 


] also to acquire information on 


party in 

any primary fights involved, also to acquire information 
on who candidates are for various political offices and 
tho nature of tho offices that they ^ are running for. 
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At this point 


askod 
had a dollar 
I paid 
I yet 


for my Communist party duos money. 1 
on my person tfoich I gave her. The dollar 
will covor my duos for tho month of January* 
owe her for tho succeeding months .As of July tho 
duos havo. boon incroasod straight down tho line and 
I owe one dollar and a quarter for those months. X 
ouo quite a bit of money therefore.- I informod her 
that I would bo happy to pay but that I would rather 
pay on a monthly basis so that it -would not hit me 
hard. She agreod. 

Any facts omitted in this report are subject 
to recall and will be transmitted on next report. 



A 


vY 


To : 
Prom : 
Subject: 


OFFICE I^IORANDUM 


SAC, .NY 


UNITED STATES -GOVERNMENT 





Date: 9/8/53 


PHILIP H. SHERIDAN (100-1071J.3?) 
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A report dated 8/l^^5"^was received by the writer on 
8/19/53 ?rom the j.nf orman t^ This re port concerned a meet ing botw.-.i 


the informant and 

area who, is now in the 


t 


^ a HP wiemhftr frr.ni 


1 “ tj 4*v/rv ViAW I I CU1 U I 

I are CP members in the lower Westchester area and I 
P organizer for lower Wosichester. CAPTAIN TERRENCE 


is tne CP organizer for lower Wosichester. CAPTAIN TERRENCE BRADY 
is the publisher of the Yonkers Record which is a weekly newspaper 
published in Yonkers, NY, which has been described as a M scandal 
sheet 51 and which basically reflects the personal opinion of its 
publisher regarding local and national matters; 


f 


A co py of ft his report is at tached, 
found in file ] 


as serial 


The original may be 


Enc. - 1 


100 - 75839 
100 - 8527 (Corainfil into ALP) 
100 - 107759 ,(VCP) 


100 - 100173 L_ 

100 - 26603-C4h (CP District #2 Tri County) 
100 - 266o s-Ch28 ICE Dlairjt ct #2 Mid Hudson) 
100 - NCF L_ 

100 - 107579 


100 - 911f4-2 (CPUSA - Corainfil Armed Forces) 
- 8 O 038 (CPUSA - Membership) 

100 - 81338 (CPUSA - Security Measures) 
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This meeting happened over a period of five hours. This report 
will therefore be organized into two sections, the first a general 
delineation of the nature of what took place and the second a more 
specific treatment of the information involved* She necessity of 
omitting many remarks will bo understood due to the number of stc fo- 
ments made and the considerable amount of time involved*. 


Sbction One 


Comrade 

said that ho would can back at 


called ray homo this afternoon and 
six at which time I recoivcrV hi 


oivoj 

call and agreed to meet him in fifteen minutes adjacont to|_ 
opening remarks wore probatory as wore most of 


His - 


remarks throughout the evening. They had to do \;ith the amount of 
money I am making, my ability to afford a car, the kind of work 
that I have boon doing, whore I*ve been over the period of time that 
we were not in direct contact and so on, ’ : 

ijlost significant however may be termed the “attitude” adopted 
throughout the evening. This attitude may properly bo 
a dov iatjioniij t attitude or an off color attitude where 


by| 

harmed as 


.tarn 

agar 


is concerned 
ns.t Comrado 


assumed 


-the position of being vindictive 
J against tho American Labor Party, 


aga 

against the Yonkors Peaco Commit too and against individual Commu- 
nists such as| 

that he has nr>t: 


He sought to impress upon me the fact 


bean In oaijtact with any Progressives since his 


nor for t-.hat f^attor any Communists with 


Oho only p erson that ho 
Hwho for some 


particular reference to 
mentioned as having contacted him was 

reason or other is able to obtain information regarding when he 
is homo. 

My position throughout all this xms one of unbelief and I 
notified him in no uncertain terms to 51 stop pulling my leg”. I 
informed him that I knew him better, made various ridiculing state- 
ments and so on. He nevertheless persisted in his adoptod attitude 
up to the point where ho plainly stated,” just studying your 
reactions-*” 

I Inretended t o bo afraid that I might report his statements 
to l I I informed him that I would very well do so if 


ho did not chango tho ridiculous attitude that he was adopting at 
which point he informed me that someone in the Communist Party was 
spilling every little detail to tho Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
Ho gavo no basis for this remark* I 

Uo discussed tho problem of informers at which point 


expressed a strong desire to know how Captain Tcrrcncc Brady, editor 
of tho Yonkers Hocord acquires his information. Ho suggested tho 
hypothesis that captain Brady is working in_smn£, close union with 


the P.ft.T. — At this, point, I remarked that 


is very probably 


that ho might have somdtnmg on 


connected with the Communist party and that he might very well be 


f 




. ^ 
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from tho 

When 


asked me 

b7C i 

stated that I had a negro 

in mj 

.nd but 



t*ho this person might bo I 
that I would not incriminate by giving his name without any evidence 
to support my assertion. We agreed that this was not our province 
but the province of tha_lna d a qsh i p of the Party* 

Wo discussed^ 
security and action. 


T7o 


situation in the light of Communist 
concluded that he is under close 


surveillance and that his position has been cleverly worked out by 
authorities to render him as harmless and ineffective as possible. 

Ue discussed the history of the Communist Party in Japan and 
from our discussion concluded that the Communist Parts* of America 
must remain underground during this particular historical phase of 
development* 

General Summary : 


adopted attitude and behavior strongly indicated as ho 
practically admitted, that ho was giving me a security and loyalty 
test probably on instruction of his Communist Party . loader s. 


Results of this tost will of course be dependent on 
of ray reactions and on future developments. 

Section II 


analysis 


At 

we 


go to 


— I Particulars 

_Jgot ihHo~my car and made the suggestion that 
Toocauso he knows a place the re where many 


Tho place is 

opposite cno railroad station cnerc ana nas oocn mentioned in 
previous roports. We conversed over coffee. Our conversatio n hero 
centcrod around the history of the Japanese Communist Party. F_ 
informed me that tho Communist Party had been twice completely 
destroyed by tho Japanese police and that two men wore all that 
were needed to reorganize the Communist Party in Japan on an 
underground basis. 


On o ur wav 
role in the I 


aoina ror~EK3~ 


v back 
□ He 
Hand tl 


to 

in 


. our convers ation centered on 
“ormed mo that ho is [ 


that he is very happy in the work that he is 
1 Ho claims to bo involved in somo kind of 

] in which he is intensely 


[ 


interested* ho claims that this work has peace 

purposes and that ho is really not involved in [ 

claims that in his work he is not required to wearf 


Ho claims that this work has peac eful and hu manitarian 


■HQ- 


time, 
claimed to bo 


most of the 

Ho con stantly reemphasized his enlovmont in his work. He 


stationery store opposito 


I When w o arrived inf 


"I wo wont into a 

■J n . . . . 


] 


where lie made several phone 
calls supposodly for tho purpose or calling up somo girls for 
dating purposes. 

On completion of tho calls he informed mo that he had boon 
unsuccessful and suggested that we dron down tol near 


a nlaco which he 


has taken mo to on other occasions). At tho [ 

had coffoo with nt-jhor groups who wore occupying the cafeteria, 
was here that 


1. criticized tho American Labor Party and its loaders for using 
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him as a front and for hooping him in the dark about activities. 
Ho claimed to bo a member of tho Executive Board and that ho had 
absolutely no say in decisions there. 

2. felt me out on| I Ho clai med that thoro u&s 

much going on in regard to I I about which I had no 

knowledge and inferred that she might be talking against me 
behind my back* 


3. felt me 


of 
about 


out on 


cutting remarks about [ 
[working with rea 


Jr He criticized 



inactivity as 
about 


on the basis 
a Progressive 


These statements by 
he said ho had not contacted «. 
induction. It yas at , this point that 
and stated that 


* i vi tv as a Progrcssiv , 
inactivity in th, 
e lie to tho fact that 


arios, 

also give the lie 

ny Comm unist s or Progressives since v 


Lf 


made a slip of the tongue 

is a member of the Communist Party. Ho 

immediately corrected this mistake and reemphasized that J5h ho 
himself had not ever boon a momber of tho Communist Party. 

informed me that American Labor Party had moved to new head- 
quarters on account of the high rental. ( ninety dollars per month) 

Ho did not howevor inform mo of tho new location. 

5. informed me that he had been in ccntact with I 


•wl l 


whom ho mot in I I Ho informed mo that I 

about mo, that she know more about mo than I know abo 
I had never met tho woman until after her meeting withj 
6. that he was well aware of tho surveillance upon him by 
authorities and that the only magazines ho reads in thoir 1 presence 
are Life and Time magazine. He claimed that the authorities 
surveilling him could not do him any damage bccauso ho could hurt 
them more than they could hurt him. 

asked me if I had wondered about his not writing to mo. 
shouod interest in the articles I haveboen writing. 

9. wondered why I have not yet joined tho Communist Party, 

10. inquired about my progress with tho Republican Party a nd asked 
mo Tdien I am going to run for Councilman. 

11. inquired generally about my contacts with any Progressives, 

Jin particular, 


J know all 
yet 



i 


12, Asked mo whether much space is being given to tho Peace 
Committoe»s activities in the Herald Statesman and remarked that 
since ho left not much is being done. 


Sumanry Any information unintentionally omitted at this sitting 
wTllbo transmitted upon recall. 
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I m ewrwUjr paid up tint ri r nirnrtrt Hrtjr a t ltr , 
hav&ag handad tan aallara ta r a arti I 1 ttha told aa that 

1 mm aim aaatha in arrawra aad that wy gin me h*r taa dall**a aakta 
aa paid ap aaa aaatfe la advaaa*. mi ofaamiaa 1« l a aaatradlattaa 
nth tha atataaaata aad* tqr eaarada T_ J that aa A tha 

aaath tX Mr 1 aaald hart ta pay a aaattOy iaavaaaa af taaa* ttm 
aaata la data aad that thia laaraaaa appliad thvonghaat tha adtn Can- 
aaa l at Partr# ww rartbalaaa. at thia writing it ataada Mtfataad hatawaa 
I l and I that x aa paid up in daaa aad that l Mm ta Xaet 

pAd <aw aaatha daaa in advaada. Thia hrUfd aa to aa latwraatb* |dat. 
Tha Mat that J hit paid appnartaatMy twin a tat ha data aahap it ana 
7—r that T aa a aaafcar of tha Ct unfit party. 

Xa tww of aar n«*t a— A na, Cawadal I part m 

tha falldadag phaaa wanbar ta wll o*| T thia 

id har aarfc phaaa aal a i r. 


X aa^ l a iwad ahaat not patting nr lltaratur* ad mphaalaad 
that x mid p» aa da U X didn’t pat aaaa. aha told aa apaaifiaally 
that X aaald ta glr«a nt«r*tar» at aar aaadt aaaUog. sha ala© lafonwd 
aa that tha mm aha la ta aanfcaat aa in twaa of tha m palitiaal aatlaa 
hranah All aat ha haak for thraa aaaka aad that tha Mtttltth A thia 
aa* C an awA at ham All thrtfwi ha xwtardad no til that hW. 
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• UNITED STOTES GOVERNMENT 


SAC* New Yoxte (100-80638) 
SAC, Buffalo (100-4*379-68) 


COMMUNIST PARTI, U*S.A* 

DISTRICT NO* 2, BUFFALO DIVISION 
MEMBERSHIP 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



DATS: Sept* 29, 1953 


REGISTERS) 


Remylet, 6/27/53 i concerning estimate of CP menfcership in the 
Buffalo Division* 


Inasmuch as no additional information with regard to CP membership 
in this Division has been received by this office, the membership estimate in 
relet, therefore, remains the same, that is a total of 162 individuals* 

The foregoing information is being submitted so that the New York 
Office will have figures on the Party membership in the Buffalo Division for 
inclusion in its Quarterly Report on District No* 2* 


EJTtDBN 

cd- 1 Albany (Rif) 




SEP 30 1953. 


(QUEENS COUNTY) 
IS-C 


On 9/17/53 1 

ftdviftari a 

CP Organizational- 

Secretary meeting was held at 




b7D 


Those present at the meeting were as follows: 


[ 



b6 

b7C 


was described as follows i 

White, Age l I 

Height 5* 9", Weight 170 lbs. 

Black hair, round face 


is on the Executive staff of the Region. 


b6 

b7C 
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1-NY IOC- 


L) 

1-NHOO-11L213 

AA O/N/'iO 




J 


1-NYLO0-7U56O 

1-NY100-89590 

L-NB.OO-79717 

1-NY100-80633 

1-NY100-Illi7li6 

1-NY100-77925 

1-NY100-77507 

1-NY100- 

1-^7100-82711 

1-NY100-108771 

1-NY100-80211 

1-NY100 -67197 

RHB:JMG 


(CP,USa, funds) 

(CP, STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) 
(CP, POLITICAL ACTIVITIES) 
(cp- mm.vr.Tmrt 




Memo 

NY 100-26603-C!*i 


advised the occupant of the house at which the meeting was 
held, whose name is unknown, is described as follows: 

. White 

Female 

Age I I 

5 ' 8 ” 

Slender Build 
135 lbs 
Bark Hair 
Slender Face 


reported that at the meeting 
talking and was jlThharge of the meet ing* The inro pnan 

near or on 


resides 


near the 


the 


(LNU) did mo st. . of the 
ascertained 
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I identified ! 

CP Section of the Queens County CP. 


gave a pep talk on September dues control. She stated each 
Section wad supposed to have the dues of 2$% of their members paid up through 
September 1953. The deadline for the payment of September 1953 is October o, 
1953. 


I ~l advised I announced the yearly CP registration will 
begin 10/6/53 and will end 171575a • This year the registration will not ex- 
tend beyond l/l 5/5tu 
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| also advised those present that in the past the Party has 

paid too much attention to white collar workers. However, this is to be changed. 
Comrades who are white collar workers will be asked to arrange their affairs to b6 
enable- them to work among the workers. In fact, four Party families from such hlC 
sections as Kew Gardens, Flushing, etc. will be asked to move into .sections 
where there are nmerous workers, such as Jamaica. 


directed the Org.-Sect. present to see to it that nine com- 
rades from tne region secure jobs in airplane factories and stated three places 
the comrades must secure employment namely, 

1. Phelps Bodge 

2. Idlewild Airport 

3. Airplane factories 


| also stated each Section must send two comrades to 73 W. 99 

Street, N.Y.C. to accept assignments to canvass for signatures to get GEORGE 
BLAKE C HARNEY on the ballot for District Attorney of Manhattan. 



«• ' - V 




Memo 

m 100-26603-CUl 


BKstisrm: 


stated the Party would prefer VJAG'EH for Kayor of N.*Y*C • over 


also told those presont that the purposo of industrial ccn- 
ccntratidn is to build the Party. 

The last announcement made by I 
tinuous school in the region. There will 
on Tuesdays and Thursday 


was that there is to bo a con- 
chool in the region. There vd.il be four sessions that will be held 

starting 9/29/53* Every comrade in the region event- 
ually will be expected to attend these courses. The Section Staff will decide 
what course the comrades in the Sections will take. 
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Office IS/kmorandum 


4 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



SAC, NEW YORK (l<$_0-80638) 
SAC, ALBANY (100-9555) 


DATBt October 1, 1953 


subject: CP, USA 

DISTRICT NO. 2 
NEW YORK DIVISION 
MEMBERSHIP 

- INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


The following is furnished to the New York and Buffalo 
Offices for use in preparing the Quarterly Report for the period 
July 1, 1953 through September 30, 1953. 

Northeastern Sub-District 

Albany Confidential Informant T-l, of known reliability, 
estimated the membership in the Utica -Rome area to be 12 members. 

Albany Confidential Informants T-2, T-3* T-4, T-5 t and T-6, 
all of known reliability and all of whom are in a position to 
identify Communist Party members, estimate the membership of the 
Capital District, composed of Albany, Troy and Schenectady, New 
York, to be 92 members. 

Western Sub-District 


Albany Confidential Informants T-7 and T-8, of known re- 
liability, estimated the CP membership in Syracuse, New York to 
be 46 members. • 

Albany Confidential Informants T-7 and T-9> of known re- 
liability , estimated the Communist Party membership in the 
Triple Cities area (Binghamton, Johnson City and Endicott, New 
York) and Spencer, New York to be 34 members. 

Albany Confidential Informants T-8 and T-10, of known re- 
liability, estimate the Communist Party membership in the Ithaca, 
New York area to be 21 members. 


Prom the above figures, the total membership of the Commun- 
ist Party in New York State covered by the Albany DivislqpHLs , 


CWTihcv 

CC: 2 Buffalo (100-4379) 
ALL COPIES REGISTERED MAIL 
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Re: CP, USA October 1, 1953 

DISTRICT NO. 2 
NEW YORK DIVISION 
MEMBERSHIP “ 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


T-l : 
T-2: 


T-3: 
T-4: 
T-5: 
T-6: 
T-7 : 
T-8: 
T-9: 
T-10: 


Informants 

contacted by SA HENRY OLIVER THOMAS 
contacted by SA WILLIAM P. GUILFOILE 
contacted by SA WILLIAM P. GUILPOILE 
contacted by SA WILLIAM P. GUILPOILE 
contacted by SA BOYNTON C. LEONARD 
contacted by SA ROBERT E; MARGISON 
contacted by SA JOHN D. MAHONEY 

contacted by SA THOMAS E. HUNT 
contacted by PETER P. MAXSON 
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H*, 10/2/53 

CHICAGO 

CP,USA - MEMBERSHIP, IS - C. REMYIET 6/10/53 AND DR LET 
6/29/53. IT IS REQUESTED THAT TOD REINTER VIEW COO 5824-S 
FOR ANY RECENT AND ADDITIONAL INFO HE MAY HAVE ACQUIRED RE 
CURRENT MEMBERSHIP STRENGTH OP CP, USA IN DISTRICT TMO, AND 
TERRITORY OP NYO. EXPEDITE AND SUAIRTEL. 

EOARDMIN 


2 - Chicago (100-2398) (Regular) 


f 



bin x- 


JVW:EPGy(^ 

100-80638 







DIRECTOR* FBI (100-3-68) 


September 28* 1933 


SAC* AL3m (100-9555) 


CP* USA 
District #2 



Albany Divia i on 
Membership 


IS - C 


REOBTSRE& MAID 


I I on September 21* 1953# reported that 

at a C-amunlst Party meeting held on September 18* 19^3 it 
was announced that the Party would begin a membership drive* 
It was stated that Mew Work State had a quote of six 
hundred new members to secure* The local area had a quota 
of sixty members to recruit. The informant believed that 
this was limited to the Albany -Schenectady -Troy area but 
there was a possibility that; it includes Syracuse* Ithaca* 
and Binghamton. 


During the meeting it was noted that this was a 
poor time in which to recruit Party umbers due to the fact 
that FBI infiltration but the sell loader commented that 
this was a chance that the Party had to take. The leader 
noted that the new recruits would be isolated in three-man 
groups so that should one of them prove a traitor* there 
would not be too much information Which he could divulge* 

The same leader noted that the Communist Party in South 
America* after it had gone into an underground status* had 
secured more recruits than it had while it operated as a 
legal Party. 

The leader concluded with the statement that 
each new Party member would be subjected to a test* 

This for the information of the Bureau and Mew Work# 






VD-tf 


♦ f 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


AIRTEL 

Transmit the following message to: 

FBI, CHICAGO 10/6/53 ' 

SAC, NEW YORK (100-80638) (AIR MAIL - REGISTERED) 



— — DIV.2 

DIV.3 

DIV.4 

SEC.1 


SEC. 2 


SEC. 3 



SEC. 9 

. £ JC. 10 

_SiX.il 
XSC. 12 


CP, USA - MEMBERSHIP,- IS-C* REURAIRTEL 10/2/53* CG 582i;-S 
ORALLY ADVISED SA CARL N. FREYMAN 10/6/53 THAT HE HAS NO 


SEC. 13 

_SEC.14 

SBC. 16 

SEC. 16 


ADDITIONAL INFO RE CP MEMBERSHIP DISTRICT #2 AND TERRITORY 


OF NY* RUC* 


WEATHERFORD 


100-2398 

CNFigh 
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Office Memorandum 


* 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



SAC, New York (IOO-80638) 
SAC, Albany (100-9555) 


DATBi 10/7/53 


subject: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 

DISTRICT NO. 2 
NEW YORK DIVISION 
MEMBERSHIP 
IS - C 

Re Albany letter dated Oct. 1, 1953 which furnished 
New York with membership of the Communist Party within 
the Albany Division. 

The following change should be made in reflet concerning 
membership in the Triple Cities area, located in the 
Western Sub-District. 


Albany Confidential Informants T-9 and T-ll of known 
reliability estimated the CP membership in the Triple 
Cities area (Binghamton, Johnson City and Endicott) and 
the Spencer, New York area to be 25 members. It is 
noted that this is a change from 34 members as set out 
in reflet. The total membership, then, of the CP, 
District No. 2 in New York State, covered by the Albany 
Office is I89 arid not 198, as set forth in reflet. 


Informants 


T-9 isL 
T-ll i^. 


Contacted by SA THOMAS E. HUNT, 
contacted by SA THOMAS E. HUNT. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM - - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO: SAC, New York DATE: 9/8/53 

FROM: DONALD P. ADAMS, SA (100-26603) 

SUBJECT: CP, USA * ' 

District #2 
IS - C 


On 8/24/53, 


3 


b7D 


furnished SA DONALD P. ADAMS 
with a copy of a "supplement" dated August, 1953 to "Party 
Voice" , which is published by the NY State CP, 


This "supplement" is devoted to an article by 
LEE AMISTAD hot otherwise identical entitled, "Party Building 
and Industrial Concentration". A heaclnote states that the 
article is based on a report made to a recent conference of 
the NY State CP, and should be studied by all comrades, clubs 

and committees* 1 

*S3> 

A photostatic. copy of this publication has been 
furnished the Bureau for its information. 

The copy furnished by the informant is retained as 
an exhibit, serial fA in 100-26603. 


1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 

1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
X 

1 - 


NY 100- 
NY 100- 
NY 100- 
NY 100- 
NY 100- 
NY 100- 
NY 100; 
NY 100- 
NY 100- 
NY 100- 
NY 100- 
NY 100- 
NY 100- 
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(NCF) (LEE AMISTAD) 

95240 (LABOR YOUTH LEAGUE) 

26603-C40 \(CPy USA, District 2, Bronx Co.) 

26603-C43 CCP,. USA, District 2, Kings Co.) 

26603-C42 (CP, USA, District 2, NY County) 

26603 -c4l (CP, USA 1 , District 2, Queens Co.) 

80638 (CP, USA, Membership) 

54851 - (CP, USA, National Groups) 

80640 (CP, USA, Negro Question) 

80641 (CP, USA, Organization) 

81675 (CP, USA, Pamphlets and Publications) 

89590 (CP, USA, Strategy in Industry) 

80644 (CP, USA, Youth Matters) 
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